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ASHOVER PARISH Heathland Management 

Following a successful grant bid to the SITA Trust enriching nature programme Derbyshire County Council Countryside Service is in the process of letting  contracts to manage the valuable heathland habitats found at Eddlestow Lot, Highoredish Picnic site and The Fabrick (Ashover Rock). The 3 sites will continue to have open public access, all 3 sites have dramatic and extensive views. They are associated with the exposed outcrops of millstone grit and have significant bilberry cover along with ling and bell heather, fine grasses, gorse and bracken. UK and local Biodiversity Action Plans have highlighted heathlands as a priority habitat that require management, there are only 200 acres of heathland in Derbyshire outside the Peak District National Park, over 17 acres are on these 3 sites. Traditional heathland management to conserve heather and bilberry involves grazing, cutting for thatch and controlled burning. These management tools are not practical so tree and scrub removal and herbicide use to control the spread of bracken are required. The Countryside Service will be producing a leaflet to highlight the importance and benefits of heathland management.

Tree and scrub removal contract at Eddlestow and Highoredish

The  heathland management works involve felling and removal of trees and shrubs on the sites of Highoredish and Eddlestow as marked on the enclosed plans. Both sites have a predominantly heathland flora, this contract is to remove the encroaching trees and scrub to protect the heathland. A limited number of trees will be retained as roosting and feeding sites for birds and insects. The enclosed plans identify the compartments referred to below.
All stumps should be cut as close to ground level as practicable.  All hardwood tree stumps are to be treated with an approved herbicide to ensure re growth does not take place. Care must be taken not to damage the heathland ground flora throughout the contract works. 

Eddlestow Lot Picnic Site 
Compartment 1 comprises of a mixed plantation of approx. 80 trees including larch, pine, beech and rowan which are approx 37 years old. This contract requires a 66% thinning of this plantation. Those trees marked in paint with the letter “L” in this compartment are to be retained unless agreed on site with the contract administrator. All those marked with a paint spot are to be removed together with sufficient other trees in the plantation to make up the desired level of thinning specified above.
Compartment 2 – approx. 15 marked trees to be felled and removed from around the car park.

Compartment 3 – there are several small plantations where approx. 20 marked trees, mainly pine are to be felled and removed.
Compartment 4 – comprises the remainder of the site, of approx. 40 small trees. Here the birch, rowan and sycamore will be felled and removed unless it is marked to leave or is around the site perimeter.

Highoredish Picnic Site
All rhododendron growing anywhere on this site, including the two compartments detailed below, is to be cleared by felling, the stumps treated with an approved herbicide to ensure re growth does not take place and the arisings removed.

Compartment 1 comprises of the former quarry slope which is covered in heathland vegetation. The contract work here involves the felling and removal of the vast majority of the trees and scrub present within the compartment. The lower edge of this compartment is formed either by a fenced plantation or by marked trees forming a boundary where it is considered that the habitat is predominantly woodland rather than heath. Occasional trees will be left for bird and insect perching and feeding and these will be agreed on site between the contractor and contract administrator once work commences. There are approximately 100 trees above 7.5cm dbh to be felled and removed in this compartment and many smaller than this diameter to be felled and removed. The trees consist of species including birch, rowan and oak. 

Compartment 2 Comprises of the area directly below the grit stone quarry edge. Here there is a greater grass cover, the contract work requires trees to be felled and removed where they grow over heathland vegetation and where they obstruct or potentially obstruct the views from the car park area. The trees are predominantly oak, rowan and birch. It is estimated that there approximately 25 trees of 7.5 cm dbh and many more smaller trees to be felled and removed from this compartment. 
The Fabrick

At the Fabrick site management proposals include maintaining safe open public access and identifying areas where the heathland flora of heather and bilberry is predominant and carrying out selective tree and scrub removal from these areas. The heathland area is defined by a contour path on the western slope, below the path the habitat is predominantly woodland, above the path up towards the rock outcrop is predominantly heath and will be managed accordingly. The woodland around the edges of the site will be retained, however careful management of the zone between woodland cover and heath is required to restrict the encroachment of scrub. 

It is intended that site management at the Fabrick will be done in conjunction with the local community and that there will be opportunities for local residents and community groups to be involved in volunteer work such as tree and scrub removal. Site notices about proposed management will be available prior to tree and scrub removal taking place. 
