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The Rt Hon Sajid Javid MP 
House of Commons 
LONDON 
SW1A 0AA 
 
 
Dear Sir 
 
Department for Communities and Local Government Ref: APP/R1038/W/15/3133527  
 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 – SECTION 78  
APPEAL MADE BY MARSH GREEN ESTATES LTD  
LAND AT THE JUNCTION OF NARROWLEYS LANE AND MOOR ROAD, 
ASHOVER  
APPLICATION REF: 14/00766/OL 
 
It was with the utmost dismay, disappointment and sadness that Members of Ashover 
Parish Council received your decision to allow the appeal on the above application.  In 
fact, Members are seriously considering their future on the Parish Council, as it would 
appear their hard work and efforts in retaining a happy, lively, flourishing community 
are being slowly eroded by the very Government it had faith in. 
 
Your Government has supposedly given communities the tools to dictate its own 
future by way of Neighbourhood Planning and yet you have chosen to dismiss the 
wishes of residents by stating the submitted Ashover Neighbourhood Plan “can be 
afforded very little weight”.  Your decision to allow the Appeal has called into question 
the point of continuing with the Neighbourhood Plan. 
Your predecessor Brandon Lewis MP was very supportive of the Neighbourhood Plan 
policy and added:-  
Paragraph 216 of the National Planning Policy Framework sets out the weight that 
may be given to relevant policies in emerging plans in decision taking. Factors to 
consider include the stage of preparation of the plan and the extent to which there are  
unresolved objections to relevant policies. Whilst a referendum ensures that the 
community has the final say on whether the Neighbourhood Plan comes into force,  
 
 

/page 2 … 
 

Sara Atkinson 
PARISH CLERK  

The Sports Pavilion 
Milken Lane 

Ashover 
CHESTERFIELD 

S45 0BA 
TEL: (01246) 863018 

E-mail: 

parishclerk@ashover-pc.gov.uk 

 

 22 December 2016 

http://planningguidance.communities.gov.uk/blog/policy/achieving-sustainable-development/annex-1-implementation/#paragraph_216
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decision makers should respect evidence of local support prior to the referendum 
when seeking to apply weight to an emerging Neighbourhood Plan. The consultation 
statement submitted with the draft Neighbourhood Plan should reveal the quality and 
effectiveness of the consultation that has informed the plan proposals.  
 
Your decision in no way reflects what was Government policy for a number of years 
and makes a mockery of any policies put forward by your government if they can be 
changed by any new Minister. We have worked within the guidelines, as advised by 
your Government on our Neighbourhood Plan. The plan which is now very close to 
going out to referendum has been given the total support of the parishioners of 
Ashover at a number of public meetings, yet you have chosen to disregard the views 
of our parishioners. 
 
Your website states under the 2010 to 2015 policy on Localism:- 
“Issue 
For too long communities have not had a big enough say in what happens in their 
local area – whether it be about what happens to local amenities, how local services 
are delivered, or how new development is planned. 
Actions 
The Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG) is taking action to 
give local communities new rights. These rights will give community, voluntary and 
charity groups the opportunity to take the initiative when it comes to how local public 
services are run and planning decisions are made. 
We are offering support to groups who want to use these new rights – providing 
information, funding and simple guidance called ‘you’ve got the power’ to help them 
navigate and exercise the rights.” 
 
It does not appear that this ethos is being followed by your Department. 
 
Ashover Parish Council requests that you reconsider your decision and at the very 
least, agree to extend the 6 week deadline for the right to challenge this decision, as it 
was issued on 19 December 2016, just one week before the Christmas and New Year 
holidays, thereby severely limiting the time for the community to effectively digest your 
reasons for upholding the Appeal and to hold meetings to decide what action it wishes 
to take. We feel that this timing is deliberate planning to restrict any possibility of 
challenge! 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
Sara Atkinson 
Parish Clerk 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/youve-got-the-power-a-quick-and-simple-guide-to-community-rights

