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on safer Derbyshire
welcome

Black Lives
Matter

The coronavirus outbreak has brought
unprecedented change to our lives. Every facet
of normality has altered and we are still very
much learning as we go. It has been wonderful
to watch communities rallying to the needs
of the vulnerable and charities redirecting
resources to supporting those impacted by
Covid-19.
Alongside acts of kindness, we have pulled
together as a county to heed the lockdown
restrictions, done the right thing and
prevented the spread of this deadly disease.
The vast majority of people living in Derbyshire
have heeded the advice to stay at home and
I’m immensely grateful for this support.
It has undoubtedly saved lives and protected
our NHS.
This edition of Spotlight highlights some of
our pandemic-related activity and also updates
you on other key policing developments.
As the health crisis evolves, please do continue
to follow advice and stay safe.
Finally, please note that some photographs
were taken pre-lockdown!
Hardyal Dhindsa
Police & Crime Commissioner for Derbyshire
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The film of the death
of George Floyd was
seen by us all across
the world. Like many
I strongly condemn
this brutality.
But is this enough?
How can this happen
in today’s society?
For me, this has once again put a spotlight on Racial
Disparity - not just in policing but in our wider society.
Campaigns like Black Lives Matter continue to tackle this
inequality and discrimination but horrific events like this
keep happening.
I am proud that I was the first Police and Crime
Commissioner to make improving the diversity of the
Police workforce to reflect our communities as one of
my top strategic priorities. The Chief Constable and I
have made great progress in narrowing the gap. But
more needs to be done.
You can read this article in full at https://www.
derbyshire-pcc.gov.uk/News-and-Events-Meetings/
News-Archive/2020/PR-798.aspx
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New working arrangements
Alongside the rest of the nation, I have
made significant changes to the way my
office functions to protect lives and support
the UK’s coronavirus efforts.
My team has been working remotely throughout
lockdown and all public engagements have been
cancelled. However, we continue to adapt our
business on a daily basis, using virtual communication
platforms to engage with stakeholders and to keep
ahead of developments on the pandemic.
The PCC elections, which were due to be held
in May, have also been postponed until 2021.
This is absolutely the right decision for the health
and wellbeing of the public.

Connecting with our communities is still a priority.
If you would like to contact me an online form is available at: https://www.
derbyshire-pcc.gov.uk/Contact/Contact-Us.aspx .
Alternatively, call 0300 122 6000.

Protecting the vulnerable
Vital support services for victims of crime
continue to operate throughout the health
crisis and we are working hard to increase
help for the most vulnerable.

Domestic Abuse Services

Specialist advice and support for victims and
survivors of domestic abuse and their families is
being delivered remotely and counselling services
are continuing to run via video conferencing. Advice
lines and websites are also operating as usual.

The CORE website has been designed as an online
tool helping to connect vulnerable people to a
wealth of local and national organisations that can
provide assistance.

If you live in Derby city please call: 0800 085 3481
If you live in the County Council area of Derbyshire
please call: 08000 198 668

This is a challenging time, particularly for victims of
abuse who face higher risks during the lockdown,
but we are determined to offer a lifeline to anyone
who needs it.

https://www.core-derbyshire.com

If you or someone you know are affected by
domestic abuse contact:

LGBT+

Disability Direct

Sexual Abuse

Derbyshire’s LGBT+ Support
Network can be contacted
via their website: www.
derbyshirelgbt.org.uk/

Due to a drop in self-referrals
they are using different methods
to engage people for example

• Live video drop-ins if required

Currently the service is offering
support by email, text, video
conference and telephone/online.
Information is available on their
website detailing what to expect
from this change in process.
They also offer weekly webchat
sessions vis the website.

• Liaising with Derbyshire
Victim Services

Please call: 01773 746 115
Email: help@sv2.org.uk

Their services can also be found
social media and partner agencies’
online channels and they are
using ‘Zoom’ to offer services that
benefit from a friendly face within
a safe distance.

• Hate Crime Facebook page
• Telephone support

www.derbyshire-pcc.gov.uk | @DerbysPCC
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Covid-19
advice
and
support
Derbyshire Constabulary
is working hard to
support national efforts
to limit the spread of
Covid-19 and safeguard
vulnerable people.

Officers continue to fulfil their duty to ensure national guidelines
are adhered to in Derbyshire, responding to rapidly-changing advice
and direction. For more advice on police powers and the latest health
regulations visit: https://www.derbyshire.police.uk
Local authorities and voluntary groups are delivering support to
communities and vulnerable people impacted by Covid-19.
For information and links, please visit my website.

Volunteers make
a real difference
The Covid crisis has highlighted the great contribution
millions of volunteers make across the UK. I have been
privileged to join a few of these groups to help deliver
vital supplies and have been struck at the general mood of
positivity and generosity of spirit.
I’m especially proud to report that
Derbyshire’s ICVs – volunteers
who make unannounced visits to
custody facilities to check on the
rights, entitlements, well-being
and dignity of detainees held in
police custody - received high
praise this week after scooping the
highest honour for volunteering
in the UK – a Queen’s Award for
Voluntary Service.

www.derbyshire-pcc.gov.uk | @DerbysPCC

It is the first scheme of its kind
in the UK to receive the top
honour and comes a year after
ICV volunteers won a Platinum
accolade in the Quality Assurance
awards.
I appreciate everything our
volunteers do and would like to
take this opportunity to give my
thanks to their ongoing support
and efforts.
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Safeguarding the elderly
With an increased risk of exploitation and fraud during
the pandemic, my office has teamed up with Age UK (Derby
& Derbyshire) to protect elderly and vulnerable people
impacted by the lockdown restrictions.
We have awarded a grant to the charity to fund a simple scheme
offering prepaid cards to older people relying on other people to get
their shopping while self-isolating.
It means older people will not have to hand over cash or bank cards
to those who may use the opportunity to exploit their trust and can
instead arrange to pay the money back to Age UK directly.

Keep
alert
for
scams

From fake advertisements for goods in short supply through to malware
emails and promises of Covid-19 tax refunds or goodwill payments
from HMRC, criminals are using this period of uncertainty and fear to
trick people when they are feeling at their lowest.
In others scams, criminals are calling victims pretending to be from
the police, their bank or another organisation in so-called courier
frauds. All these scams are designed to obtain personal and financial
information from victims’ which is later used to commit crime.
Please stay alert.
For more information and advice, and to report fraud, visit the Action
Fraud website at: https://www.actionfraud.police.uk/

Fraudsters are
continuing to take
advantage of the
coronavirus crisis
to cause misery.

Search on for new Chief Constable
Recruitment is underway for Derbyshire’s
next Chief Constable following Peter Goodman’s
planned retirement at the end of July.
Short-listed candidates are expected to be invited
for interview in July.
Peter, who has served 13 years in Derbyshire as part
of the chief officer team, has made a significant
contribution to policing and the public over the course
of his 32-year career and it has been my privilege to
work with such a professional and inspirational leader
who has achieved much for this county.
www.derbyshire-pcc.gov.uk | @DerbysPCC
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New faces
Despite the pandemic, recruitment
and training has continued and
we have recruited 60 new officers,
with a further 43 about to start
their training.
In addition, 19 PCSOs finished training
in February pre-lockdown, with 20 more
completing their training in April during
lockdown and another cohort started
training this month.
I was pleased to see that of the 19 new
officers officially sworn into role at the
beginning of May, many of them were
previously Special Constables who have
been fast-tracked to become regular
officers amid the coronavirus pandemic.
The training courses in March were
amalgamated and split into experiencebased groups, allowing the former
specials from each group to embark on a
shortened course in order to bring their
deployment forward. Graduation took
place in private with full social distancing
measures in place.

I’m really pleased to see that recruitment is still ahead
of schedule despite the challenges posed by Covid-19.

speed
kills
A new speed enforcement
campaign is underway
to encourage motorists
to reduce their speed as
larger numbers of cars
head out onto the roads.
During lockdown, police forces across the country
saw speeds rise on emptier roads – with some
recording speeds of well over 100mph.

It will be supported with visible speed enforcement
activity focusing on roads and areas where speed is
an issue or where there is a history of collisions.

As part of a national two-week campaign, Derbyshire
will join forces nationally in sharing messages over
social media to encourage the public to slow-down.

To report speeding concerns visit https://www.
crestderbyshire.org/about-us/report-a-speedingconcern/

www.derbyshire-pcc.gov.uk | @DerbysPCC
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A special mention ...
Throughout this unprecedented national emergency,
I have been inspired and
proud of the kindness and
generosity of spirit shown
for the vulnerable within our
community and the relentless efforts of our health
workers on the frontline.

I would like to take this
opportunity to thank
everybody for pulling
together and sacrificing their
time and safety to protect
people who have no other
source of help. Your efforts
really have prevented a
bigger tragedy.

Listening to you
There is a myriad
of ways in which
I am ‘listening to
you’. My survey
is one such way,
which you can do
on the website, or
in person at one
of our roadshows.

However, you can always get
in touch
Phone: 0300 122 6000
www.derbyshire-pcc.gov.uk
Fax: 0300 122 7797
Email: pccoffice@derbyshire.pnn.police.uk
Twitter: @DerbysPCC
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/DerbyshirePCC

Footnote

This newsletter is produced to give
you an overview of the work of my
office and of course, me! We are
always open to ideas for articles and
if there is some area of our work
that you would like to see in here,
either as a regular update or a oneoff please get in touch.
I’m always pleased to hear from
members of the public so please, if
something is concerning you, or you
wish to compliment the service you
have received, either pick up the
phone or email us.
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For our healthcare workers
and NHS heroes, we owe
you a huge debt of gratitude.
The whole nation is in
awe at your fortitude and
courage and on behalf of
Derbyshire I would like to
say thank you for everything
you do.

