Take-Aways from your Local Pub
Some of our pubs have transformed themselves into
take-aways so their customers can continue to enjoy a
break from cooking while supporting their local.

The Black Swan, Ashover
01246 591926
Take-aways are available 4.30-8.30
pm, Tuesday to Saturday and 12
noon to 3pm on Sundays; their
menu is on their facebook page;
please phone to order and arrange
collection time; contactless
payment please.

The Miners Arms, Milltown
01246 590218
Take-away meals are available
for lunchtimes Wednesday to
Sunday and for evenings
Wednesday to Saturday; the
menu is posted daily on their
facebook page; please phone to
place your order, pay by debit
card and arrange a collection
time.

Help is on Hand
It is not possible to list all the information links here or on
our Amber Churches website but our local council
websites are full of information. If you cannot get online
yourself, do find someone who can check out information
and feed it back to you. There are many people out there
who would be really happy to help.
Derbyshire County Council website explains how you
can get help with shopping, getting prescriptions or just for
a chat. They can help you if you have no friends or family
to call on and if you are self-isolating, or are struggling to
meet your basic needs because of financial, social or
health restrictions, or if you are pregnant, have underlying
health conditions or are aged 70 or over.
To get help use the online form to register or phone 01629
535091 Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm, Saturday 9am to
1pm. One of their approved partner volunteer
organisations will be in touch with you as soon as possible
to offer you the help you need.

www.derbyshire.gov.uk
N-E Derbyshire District Council and Rykneld Homes
have organised food collection points for residents to drop
off tinned items, tea, coffee etc to be made into food
parcels for the vulnerable. Our local collection point is
Ashover Parish Hall, Wednesdays 12-2 pm. You could
donate jigsaws and games to help those staying at home
too.
The Ashover Parish Council website and facebook page
contain much information on how to access help, how to
volunteer and how to keep busy during these times. On
the facebook page there are regular ideas on how to
spend your quarantine time and direct links to free yoga
sessions, free virtual trips to the theatre and much more.

www.ashover-pc.gov.uk

Contact Us
Amber News appears monthly and a copy of the latest
issue is posted on the amber churches website.
You may send in news for inclusion in the next issue to

info@amberchurches.org
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Buildings Closed : Churches Open
Unfortunately, our church buildings are shut until further
notice to restrict the spread of the Covid-19 virus but that
does not mean our “churches” are closed.
A Sunday order of service that could be used by people in
their homes is available each week by email or from our
website www.amberchurches.org and a streamed version
recorded by local families is available from the You Tube
channel Acorns and Allsorts.
If you wish to speak to a member of the ministry team,
please see the contact details on our website or those
posted up in the church porches.
Our church members are committed to praying about Covid19 every morning at 9.30 am. If anyone wishes to join in
here is a prayer that you might like to include:
Keep us, good Lord,
under the shadow of your mercy.
Sustain and support the anxious,
be with those who care for the sick,
and lift up those who are brought low.
Strengthen us in our daily living
that in our joys and sorrows we may know
your presence to bind together and to heal.
May your blessing be upon us, your light to guide us
and your love to unite us, now and forever, Amen.

From the Doctors in Ashover ...
We are still closed for pre-bookable routine appointments but
we are conducting telephone triage appointments and also
video consultations in some instances. The nurses are also
working hard to continue to offer services that are necessary
during the pandemic.
The dispensary has seen a huge increase in demand over
the last few weeks and in order to cope with this demand, the
dispensary hours have changed. As many of you know, we
are issuing medication from the dispensary window but this
will be closed from 12.00 pm to 2.00 pm and also from 6.00
pm to 6.30 pm each day. Please do not come down during
these times to collect prescriptions as we will be shut and will
not answer the window. Also, if you have any queries that
need clarification, please telephone the surgery rather than
coming down to the window. This will reduce face to face
interaction for both you and our staff.
I would like to thank our patients for their patience and good
nature during this very difficult time. The majority of people
have been most understanding and we are very appreciative
of the many kind words of thanks from our patients. It makes
all the hard work worthwhile. Keep safe and stay well.

Contact Information
Rector: The Revd Ralph Lawrence 01246 590246
The Rectory, Narrowleys Lane, Ashover S45 0AU
All Saints Church Ashover Warden: Nev Stanley 01246 826980
Holy Trinity Brackenfield Warden: Nigel Rogers 01773 836137
St Mark's Church Handley Warden: Kath Mosley 01246 590720
Christ Church Wessington Warden: Rita Buckley 01773 835 633

www.amberchurches.org

The Rector Writes ...
Dear Friends,

It has been several weeks since the
doors of our churches have been
open, either for weekly worship,
occasional services or for the visitor
out for a stroll. At the beginning of the
coronavirus outbreak, Matthew
Hancock, I think it was him, said in the House of Commons
that it was with a “heavy heart” that the government was
asking places of worship to close their doors, until such time
that the lockdown can be lifted. By the time you read this
letter the lockdown may still be in force or just beginning to
show signs of lifting. Until it is, we need to remember to stay
at home, protect the NHS and save lives.
During this unprecedented time people have devised
ingenious methods of remaining in contact with each other.
Social media platforms are by definition tools whereby people
communicate with each other at a distance. Thanks to those
who have employed their talents and expertise by utilising the
benefits of the internet.
If you have been watching the morning Sunday Service
during the pandemic you will have noticed the different styles,
personalities and places that have been employed in order to
facilitate worship. If you have tuned into the BBC’s Songs of
Praise, or been absorbed by the contribution You Tube
videos have made to worship, you will be aware of the sheer
variety available. If there is a single obvious common
denominator in all this activity it is that worship is a gregarious
activity, but not solely so. So why do people do it, and to
whom is it directed?
I think one of the difficulties is the word worship itself and
what we believe it to mean. In the Old Testament worship
sometimes translates into prostrating oneself as a servant
before ‘almighty’ God – the powerless encountering the
powerful. But there is a difficulty with this kind of
interpretation because it can be seen as an inappropriate
relationship not nearing anything we understand to be love.
Maybe there is another way of thinking about worship. The
word worship comes from the Anglo-Saxon word Weorthscipe
which means to honour. It recognises inherent worth, it
prompts respect not out of duty but out of love, and it fosters
admiration and reverence. It is these words that point to the
essence of worship.
To worship God is to honour Him. It is to offer praise for his
grace and glory. How we honour God for his grace and glory
is a matter of tradition, temperament, choice and style. But
what is important in all this diversity is that our worship should
reflect the best that we can offer – liturgically, musically,
intellectually and spiritually.
When Jesus met a Samaritan woman he told her that those
who worship God should worship Him in spirit and in truth.
Whatever we offer in worship must represent our utmost for
the highest.
Yours sincerely, Ralph

Our Local Heroes: David and Kath
David Bown, the Ashover butcher, is still open for business but not all hours. You can check his hours or place an order
by phoning 590408. David and his sister Kath have been hard
at work satisfying many happy customers with a full range of
products. As the sign in his window says, they deliver
everything except babies.
David and Kath, you are our local heroes, thank you.

Thanks to all Carers
A special thank you goes to all those carers looking after residents in care homes and in their own homes.
Everyone is deeply appreciative of all that you are doing to
care for our community under such difficult conditions.

Poets Provide Easter Treat
On Easter Sunday, The Ashover Lunch Club members were
treated to a roast beef lunch provided by Keith Bott, owner of
Titanic Brewery and the Old Poets Corner pub, and Paul
Holmes, the pub’s chef.
The members’ comments overwhelmingly said that they were
really touched by, and grateful for, the offer and also that the
meal was delicious and enough for two days!
The meals were distributed by volunteers and all social
distancing protocols were observed!
And...on Tuesday 21st...an additional treat from the Old
Poets... a Fish and Chip supper
Thank you so much to Keith, Lucy and Paul.
Lorna Stevens, Ashover Lunch Club

Singing Resurrection on the Green
Sing Resurrection – a counter-infection of joy and hope for
Easter Day was an initiative from Churches Together. As we
could not sing the great Easter hymns inside our churches,
we could sing them outside!
This took place on Easter Sunday at 10am all over the
UK. We thought it would be great to take part in this on West
Edge Close, Kelstedge. We delivered a letter of explanation
to our neighbours around the Green together with the words
of the 2 hymns we would be singing – Jesus Christ is risen
today and Thine be the glory. 8 of us emerged at the
appointed time at the front of our homes. We sang
enthusiastically and triumphantly, accompanied by Jonathan
on his recorder! Others listened too and we could even be
heard over the other side of the main road! One resident
videoed us and put it on Ashover Facebook. A new
adventure in witness for us, which we hope had an impact
and which we thoroughly enjoyed!
David Russell

Last but not Least ...
Thanks to Duncan for keeping the Ashover Post Office open
and for faithfully delivering morning papers which means a lot
to those confined to barracks.

No band rehearsals or concerts but individual
players have performed outside Grove House.

Acorns
storytime
goes
online

It’s Confirmed—Fresh Cow Dung
Can Stop Corona Virus
Dip both hands in fresh cow dung before going out.
This will make sure that:
a. You will not touch your eyes, nose, ears or mouth.
b. Nobody will shake hands with you
c. Nobody will come near you when you are out.
d. You will wash your hands thoroughly before you eat.

Home hair
cutting is
becoming a
necessity,
will practice
make
perfect?

More of us are growing veg at home

Rainbow

Hugs to
All
Dads and daughters
keep fit with Joe Wicks

Janet and Claire get into the Spirit
doing Spring Harvest from home

Ups and Downs of Isolation :
Internet Frustration
One quarter success, one half failure and one quarter pending!
During my isolation I have spent many unhappy hours on my
laptop ordering items .
My daughter celebrated her 50th Birthday on Easter Tuesday.
As we couldn’t be with her I ordered two items to surprise her
from the Internet. The first arrived with her 3 days before her
birthday, the second the day after. This was a basket of ornate,
expensive fruits some dipped in chocolate plus an additional
balloon. I received a WhatsApp from her with a photo of a
balloon stuck to the ceiling and a caption ‘Ha Ha Mum’ Thank
you. Apparently a large box had been delivered which when
opened out popped a balloon and nothing else …. back to the
phone and my faithful Laptop for me. Eventually the ornate and
expensive item did arrive.
After spending hours on my faithful Laptop I was able to order
a Morrison’s Food Box. I received an email from them and from
DPD Carriers saying my order would arrive on the 4th April.
Great excitement ensued…..nothing arrived. Back to the phone
(waiting time 29minutes) and my faithful Laptop. When I then
discovered the money had been taken from our account……
back to the phone (waiting time 26 minutes) and my faithful
Laptop.
Yesterday I received an Email informing me that a re-order had
been submitted but there were no slots with DPD, but as soon
as there was one I would receive my new order………..watch
this space.
My one success was flowers to my sister, who was quite
thrilled with that surprise order. Well can’t stop, must order
more items on my abused Laptop.
May I wish all at Ashover, Brackenfield, Handley and
Wessington Keep safe, keep Faith and keep smiling.
Rita Buckley

Back to the Simple Life
If you have a garden and a library you
have everything you need. — Cicero
Brackenfield is locked down but I cannot think of a better place to be when
the cellar is well stocked and I have
plenty of good books to read . — Nigel

Jack-by-the-Hedge
The local hedgerow bottoms and
the back end of our garden are
currently full of this agreeable
wild flower/weed. It is also
known as Hedge Garlic and Poor
Man’s Mustard.
“It is eaten by many country
people as sauce to their Salt-fish,
and helpeth well to digest the
crudities, and other crude
humours that are engendered by
the eating thereof” wrote William
Coles in 1657. It has been used
as a flavouring from early times
and still has a place today.
The leaves can be chopped into a salad, used as a substitute
for Basil in a pesto recipe or chopped up and stirred into a
white sauce for fish instead of parsley. If cooked as a
vegetable the whole of the top of the plant including the
flower can be used. It should be boiled in salted water for 10
minutes then the water should be thrown away and it should
be boiled in fresh water for another five minutes. However, it
does lose its onion flavour tasting more of turnip tops.
Nevertheless, a good and free way to get your greens.

Remembering ...

Howard Martin
Howard Martin died peacefully aged 77 on 27th March at the
Royal Hospital in Chesterfield. His funeral was on Tuesday
14th April at Brimington Crematorium. Many friends and
family were unable to attend the service due to the restrictions
on public gatherings caused by the coronavirus pandemic.
But people were with Howard’s family in spirit as together they
remembered him with affection.
Howard looked after an official weather station in his front
garden for many years and in his retirement enjoyed long
walks with the Ramblers and sang with the Ashover
Celebration Choir.

Frank Key
We regret to report the loss of Frank Key, aged 84, a former
resident of Grove House on 11 April 2020.
Frank lived most of his life at Nether Farm, Church Lane,
Brackenfield. He was born at Furnace Farm, Oakerthorpe,
the 3rd son of Alison and Gladys Key on 15th January 1936.
Frank left school at 14, did casual farm work but, at the age of
18, was called up for National Service and went into the
Army. After his basic training he joined the Royal Army
Medical Corp and eventually served as a nurse in a British
Army Hospital in Germany. On demobilisation he joined the
Alfreton Branch of the Brittannic Assurance Co Ltd visiting his
customers on his Vespa
Scooter before purchasing a
motor car.
Frank was very much involved
with Holy Trinity Church in
Brackenfield being a self
taught Organist for 68 years!
He was also Secretary of the
Parochial Church Council and
Covenant Secretary. Outside
the Church he was Clerk for
some years of Brackenfield
Parish Council.
Frank never married, but
eventually purchased his
mother’s home at Nether Farm
from the Ogston Estates. Frank’s great loves were his garden,
his music and his books. Frank will be sadly missed.

Margaret Montague
Margaret Montague has died at home aged 87 after a long
illness. Her funeral will be at Brimington Crematorium at 11
am on 12th May however only a
very limited number of people will
be able to attend. A memorial
service will be held at Ashover at a
later date.
Very much at the heart of the
community, Margaret touched the
lives of countless people – first in
her role at Ashover Surgery and
then as verger of the Church.
Always active, she contributed to a
wide range of village organisations,
including Ashover OAPs, the
Parish Hall Committee and the Tennis Club (where she was
still playing at the age of 80!) Devoted to her family and a
wonderful friend to so many, Margaret will be sadly missed.

Geoffrey Hopkinson
Geoffrey Hopkinson, a resident of Grove House and formerly
of Kelstedge, has died aged 92. His funeral will be held at
Ashover Cemetery at 11 am on 1st May.

