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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Dear Parishioners,
2016/2017 has been an eventful year with both achievements and 		
disappointments.
The parish in general fought very hard to oppose a planning application on
some of our prized green space on Narrowleys lane. The outcome came as a
surprise in view of the application being refused at all levels of the planning
system only to be overturned by the Secretary of State. It was viewed as a severe
blow to our democracy, something we have all cherished. As a parish, we have
accepted a need for developments of the right size situated in the least damaging
location. The indications have been given, in the Draft Local Plan, that Ashover
has met its requirement and there is no further need for a major development
within the parish. I urge all parishioners to access the Draft Local Plan available
on the parish web site or it can be viewed at North East Derbyshire offices at
Mill Lane Wingerworth.
The play area on Milken Lane playing field is becoming outdated and your
Parish Council would like to hear from you any suggestions for the type of
equipment your children would like to see on a new play area. Please email the
Clerk or fill in the ‘Contact Us’ form on the Parish Council website with your
suggestions. Further details are contained in the report.
On a happier note I am pleased to announce the council has achieved “Quality
Status” and is preparing for the next level of “Quality Gold”. Quality status was
as a result of some hard work by councillors and Sara, our clerk. The creation of
the parish web site was mentioned by the awarding panel as a vital contribution
to our commitment to keep the parish informed.
The “Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group “is continuing to move forward
under the guidance of our consultants, “Your Locale”. Thanks, go out to all
members of the steering group who have given their time freely. It is hoped the
Neighbourhood Plan will dovetail with the Local Plan to give a solid basis for
the future years ahead.
We are still progressing with the defibrillator programme in the hope that the
parish will have coverage at focal points. A guide to this equipment can be
viewed on the parish council website. Thanks, go to Ashover Primary Care
Centre for the funding towards this on-going project.

Continued on the next
page...

The Christmas tree and switch-on event was once again a success and attracted
many parishioners and their families. Many thanks to the organisers of the event
and the Parochial Church Council for the use of the church and facilities.
In conclusion to all the “working groups”, volunteers, council members,
parishioners and council employees, I would like to extend gratitude for the time
and effort which makes our parish a very special place.
Councillor Ed Willmot
Chairman
Ashover Parish Council
April 2017

set up by the community, and it is the 		
community who are able to benefit from it.
As a guide, during this year the Trust has
supported many projects (see table). One
such has been the funding of defibrillators
which, in partnership with the Parish Council,
have been placed at strategic places around
the Parish. This is an ongoing
commitment into the next financial year. So
don’t be afraid to ask for help! The Trustees
will consider requests, and, in these more
austere times, help with group projects, or
extracurricular educational and recreational
activities for school age children, fit well with
the Trust objectives.
Contact one of the Trustees – Jacqueline
Collins, Andrew King, Ed Willmot, or Philip
Clark, on 01245 590356.
ACMC LTD. – Grants made in the year
ended 31 March 2016

ALLOTMENTS
The allotments on Marsh Green are owned
by the Parish Council and are presently
rented by six parishioners.
ASHOVER LIGHT RAILWAY SOCIETY
(www.alrs.org.uk)
The ALRS continues with its objectives of
promoting the history of the narrow gauge
railway that formerly linked Ashover and Clay
Cross, and is still held in the fond memories
of older and long term residents of Ashover
parish.
The society’s website (www.alrs.org.uk) and
Facebook page continue to attract interest,
not just from Derbyshire and the East 		
Midlands, but across the world.
The definitive history of the line written
by Bob Gratton still attracts healthy bids on
eBay, as do items of railway memorabilia
such as tickets (quite commonly advertised)
and crockery from the Rainbows End cafe
that was formerly situated at Ashover Butts.
The cafe was rescued from its second home
in Clay Cross before redevelopment of the
site began a few years ago, and is in the
possession of the ALRS. Discussions have
taken place about the possibilities of a
submission for lottery funding to enable its
re-erection.
The society is always on the lookout for
items of interest connected to the railway,
particularly of original photographs.
Contact details are available on the ALRS
website.
David Willmott
ALRS publicity officer.
ASHOVER COMMUNITY
MEDICAL CENTRE LTD
The Trustees continue to manage and
maintain the Ashover Medical Centre 		
building, with their main focus being the
continued existence of the Primary Care
Service for the benefit of the local 		
community, together with the provision of
funding for education and community events.
Parishioners are reminded that the Trust was

Ashover Parish Council for
provision of defibrillators at
Ashover Medical Centre and
Uppertown Social Centre

£2,540

Ashover Football Club

£754

Ashover Cricket Club

£2,528

Ashover Guides

£327

Parish Party

£525

Christmas Events

£473

May Day Celebrations

£280

Woolley Show

£550

Singing Group

£600

Senior Citizens

£1,000

Lunch Club

£1,900

Uppertown Social Centre

£1,000

£12,477
ASHOVER SHOW 2017
The 86th Ashover Show will be held on
Wednesday 09 August 2017 on The Rectory
Fields, Ashover S45 0BA. The Show is very
proud of its reputation as one of the finest
traditional agricultural shows in the country
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and regularly welcomes over 14,000 visitors
each year and offers an enjoyable day out for
the whole family. For up to date 		
information on the show and all of the
contact details plus class schedules, please
visit our web site at www.ashovershow.co.uk.
Advance tickets are available to purchase on
line at a reduced price to those on the day
and we very much look forward to seeing
you.
Jackie Twilley
Show Secretary

www.ashover-pc.gov.uk .
Cllr Chris Miller
Chairman of the Burial Board
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS SWITCH-ON
2016
This
event
continues
to gain in
popularity
as it was
estimated
that the
number
attending
exceeded
the 		
previous year and was standing room only.
The Christmas tree looked delightful in its
new cloak of sparkling lights both generously
provided by Ashover Community Medical
Centre. The switch-on was carried out by
Nigel and Rosemary Early assisted by the
Town Crier, Merrick Bull, and watched by a
crowd of children, their parents and friends.
That part of the ceremony completed,
everyone then filed into the Church, with
Maude the Donkey, and played in by Ashover
Brass band.
The second part of the evening started
with carols ably led by the church choir,
followed by refreshments. More carols
followed until finally, to the delight of the
children, Father Christmas suddenly 		
appeared from the rear of the Church and
took his place in the grotto; a queue of
excited children quickly formed.
The band serenaded all with Christmas
music until eventually all the children had
spoken to Father Christmas and the crowd
then slowly dispersed.
Many thanks go to the PCC for allowing
us to use the Church, Nigel and Rosemary
Early, Merrick the Town Crier, Father
Christmas, all the helpers of this year’s event,
and to Ashover Brass band and the choir all

CEMETERY
The Ashover Parish Cemetery is a place used
by many to remember their loved ones. It is a
place of peace and tranquillity and the Burial
Board is dedicated to maintaining the area in
a manner that is sympathetic to the 		
surroundings.
The main cemetery wall had been identified
as being structurally unsafe and has now
been rebuilt by a local craftsman and this
work completes the length of wall previously
rebuilt a number of years ago.
Woolley Moor Nurseries, a locally based
contractor, has undertaken the general 		
maintenance over the past year and will
continue the contract for a further two years.
Under a separate contract we continue to
weed kill the paths and borders to maintain
their functionality.
In addition Community Service has been
utilised to assist in clearance of debris and
raking of paths to prevent moss formation.
The digital updating of the burial records
continues and further details have been
added into the database to allow efficient use
of records. Once this is completed and is
operating smoothly, old burial registers will
be submitted to Derbyshire County Council
for safe storage in the archives.
In April 2017 it is planned to inspect the
safety of all memorials in line with Memorial
Safety Policy
A ‘Fees and Charges’ list and other 		
documentation for the cemetery may be
found on the Parish Council’s website at
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who helped to make it such a success.
A special “thank you” goes to Ashover
Community Medical Centre Ltd who 		
annually make this event possible with 		
generous donations.
Christine Brocksopp
Christmas Event Volunteer Group

0300 300 34 34 or by emailing
pts.vcs@emas.nhs.uk
COMMUNICATION
If you wish to report on events within the
parish to the local press, this can be done via
the “Grass Roots” section of ‘The
Derbyshire Times’ by e-mailing:grassroots@derbyshiretimes.co.uk.

COMMON LAND
Your Council continues to monitor 		
common land, carrying out maintenance
where necessary. Parish Council approval has
been given for some trees on common land
to be managed by the Tree Working Group.

COUNTY/DISTRICT COUNCIL
LIAISON MEETINGS
District/Parish Liaison events are held 		
annually, with presentations and liaison
on various issues. Your Parish Council is
represented at these meetings.

COMMUNITY CAR SCHEME
A new community car scheme commenced in
March 2013 covering Ashover Parish and this
has proved very popular for residents denied
the use of a car to get to Hospital, 		
Doctors, shops etc. Ashover is a very large
Parish with minimal bus and taxi services and
large distances with many remote 		
dwellings to cater for. The scheme now
covering Chesterfield, Ashover and Amber
Valley is supported by the NHS, Derby City
and Derbyshire County Council, CT4TC
Community Transport for Town and
Country. For more information telephone
the booking line on 01773 746652.
Volunteer Car Drivers
(East Midlands Ambulance Service)
Could you be a friend to your local 		
community?
EMAS’s Derbyshire Patient Transport 		
Services is looking for volunteers to join its
Voluntary Car Service which transports
patients with a medical need to hospital
appointments. By recruiting more 		
volunteer car drivers to this vital service, we
will provide a better service for our patients.
Volunteers receive a uniform and full 		
training, use their own cars and receive
mileage, and decide how many hours they
work and when. Anyone who is interested in
becoming a volunteer car driver for Patient
Transport Services can request more 		
information or an application form by calling

DEFIBRILLATORS
Ashover Parish Council has installed three
defibrillators – outside Uppertown Social
Centre, outside the medical centre in Ashover
and in the red kiosk at Alton. Further sites
are planned in Kelstedge, Milltown and
Littlemoor. The units are being provided via
grant aid from Ashover Medical Centre Ltd.
If you need to use one of the defibrillators
remember - In an emergency, Dial 999 and
you will be given the code to the cabinet and
further instructions.
If you would like to know more about how
the defibrillators work, visit the parish 		
council website:
www.ashover-pc.gov.uk/uploads/ipad-sp1-inuse-quick-reference-guide-a4-for-web.pdf
DOG MESS
Dog mess is unfortunately an unpleasant
aspect of dog ownership. It is every owner’s
duty to clean up after their dog – there is no
excuse for leaving it behind.
North East Derbyshire District Council is
committed to ensuring that dog owner’s act
in a responsible way.
IT IS AN OFFENCE TO FAIL TO
CLEAN UP AFTER YOUR DOG AND
COULD RESULT IN A FIXED PENALTY
NOTICE OF £50.00 OR PROSECUTION
AND A FINE OF UP TO £1,000.00.
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Report Irresponsible Owners
If you decide to make a complaint about dog
fouling, please ensure you supply as many
details as possible in order for us to take
action:
Name and address of dog owner if
known.
If name/address not known - 		
description of the person(s) and the
dog(s)
If they arrived or left in a vehicle
- description and registration of the
vehicle.
Location of dog fouling or poop bag
Time (VERY important – we may be
able to catch the person the next time
– most dog walkers follow a similar daily
routine)
North East Derbyshire District Council
enforcement staff carry out dog fouling
patrols throughout the district, but we need
your help to make the district a safer, cleaner
and healthier place to live.
To contact us you can telephone the
NEDDC customer contact centre on
01246 231111 or by e-mail to
envhealth@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk

Why clean up after your dog?
Dog mess is unsightly, unpleasant, and
smelly!! (even more so if trodden in and
walked into your home)
Dog mess is unhygienic and may cause
severe health problems, especially for
children.
Responsible dog owners reputations are
damaged by the minority of dog owners
who do not clean up after their dog.
A guide to being a responsible owner:
Always carry a means to clear up after
your dog
Poop bags can be purchased from most
supermarkets and pet shops. An 		
ordinary plastic bag will do if nothing
else is available.
Dispose of your poop bag correctly
Use a dog bin where possible, failing
this, use an ordinary litter bin or take the
bag home and bin it there.
If you have a garden
Train your dog to go there before you
leave home – this way you can bag it and
bin it straightaway.
Never let your dog out alone to do its
toilet
As well as being an offence your dog
could stray and you may incur further
expense to get it back.
Encourage other dog owners to act
responsibly
Do not be rude or aggressive – simply
offer them one of your poop bags.
Embarrassment gets better results than
abuse.
Some people will continue to be 		
irresponsible, and there are an increasing
number of dog owners who clear up after
their dog THEN leave the bag on a tree or
bush, or throw it on the ground.
If you witness dog owners not picking up
after their dog or disposing of their poop
bags as described above, report them to us.
Your call will be treated in confidence.

DONATIONS/GRANTS
During 2016/17 your Parish Council donated
£2,600 to community causes as follows:• Uppertown Social Centre £2,000 towards a
new water pump and borehole repairs
• 1st Ashover Guides £75 towards the 		
International Guides Convention trip
• Ashover Footpaths Group £100
• Ashover Tree Group £100 towards safety
equipment
• APCC £100 towards May Day Road 		
Closure cost
• For the Christmas Event APCC £50, 		
Ashover Brass Band £25 and for Christmas
activities Old People’s Association £50,
Ashover Acorns £50, Ashover Lunch Club
£50.
• Additionally, a sum of £193 was donated
towards Church Clock & Graveyard 		
Maintenance.
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inspection every year and the last inspection
was November 2016 when they achieved
another Good grading.
We have continued to add improvements
to the site including a new specialist primary
provision within the school, extension of the
playground facilities and making a start on
ensuring that we preserve and try to return
the gardens to their original condition; we
have had a visit from the Derbyshire Wildlife
Trust to support us in this work. This helps
us further to maintain our boundaries and to
keep them in good condition.
I have been really pleased that the
community links are developing well and we
now have Ashover Cricket club and Ashover
Junior Football club using our sports barn
extensively. I am really pleased with the links
we have created as I feel it’s really important
for young people to be participating in
sporting activities.
I would also like to announce that I have
secured some funds to sponsor local Ashover
groups, clubs and organisations. If you would
like to find out more then please email me at
anthonyarmstrong@priorygroup.com
The staff and pupils were especially pleased
to meet the members of the Parish Council
who kindly held their council 		
meeting in November 2016. It gave the
opportunity for the Parish Councillors to
receive a tour of the site from 2 of our
pupils. I hope that we can do it again in the
future.
Tony Armstrong
Principal, Eastwood Grange
01246 590255

EASTWOOD GRANGE
Eastwood Grange was founded in 1990
as both a Residential School and Children’s
Home and was acquired by Priory Group in
2003. We have continued to build our strong
reputation for providing high quality 		
Education and Care. We provide Local
Education Authorities and Social Services
Departments with a flexible service, offering
Care and/or Education for boys aged 9 – 18
years who exhibit a variety of behavioural,
emotional and social difficulties, as well as
many having additional educational needs.
Our young people enjoy a warm, 		
welcoming and relaxed, yet structured 		
environment, which encourages them to
develop social, educational and practical skills
and enjoy an active and fulfilling life in
beautiful surroundings.
Eastwood Grange enables young people
to:
• Understand their additional needs and
implement ways of alleviating them.
• Learn how to manage their behaviour
with self-discipline and clear boundaries.
• Develop independence skills within a safe,
secure and structured environment.
• Become empowered to make their own
choices, which will lead to a positive future.
Each and every member of the Eastwood
Grange staff team is passionate about the
quality of service we provide for our young
people.
I have just completed my second year as
Principal and can’t believe where the time
has gone. It continues to be thoroughly
enjoyable as well as challenging to ensure that
the young people at Eastwood Grange access
the best support, care and guidance to enable
them to live fulfilling lives
The School has built upon its 2015 Ofsted
inspection where we were graded as ‘Good’
by Ofsted in all areas and aiming to be 		
outstanding by the time of the next
inspection.
The residential home has a full Ofsted

EMPLOYEES
Your Parish Council employs two staff:
Parish Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer/
Burial Clerk/Sports Pavilion (Sara Atkinson
- 23 hours per week), Parish Lengthman and
Sports Pavilion Caretaker (John Bown - 10
hours per week).
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growing crops. Public Rights of Way follow
very exact routes defined in law. Most, but
not all, paths in Ashover Parish are where
they should be and are marked by the feet of
those that use them and also by appropriate
way marking. Arrows point to the legal line.
There are paths (and indeed a road!) which
are lost or blocked but we work to identify
them and legally re-open them.
The Countryside Service is of
particular help to us. Thanks to them, large
fallen trees across paths have been removed,
for instance, in Butts Quarry and near
Vernon Lane. After safety surveys, a whole
new bridge over the Amber has been built
on the Sheepwash in Milltown and repairs
have been made to the footbridges over the
mine rakes in Milltown Quarry. They have
also directed volunteers in rebuilding steps
off Vernon Lane by using surplus materials.
Several finger posts by roadsides have also
been replaced.

FOOTPATH AND BRIDLEWAY GROUP
One of the best things about footpaths is
that they present easy access to an ever
changing picture of the seasons as they
unfurl. The downside for those helping
to maintain access is that nature is always
trying to overgrow the paths. This year has
definitely been the year of the bramble! Some
headland paths are helped by changing
farming practices as the edges of pastures are
improved, whilst unfarmed areas very rapidly
return to nature. The number of walkers
treading the paths continues to grow and new
people from Rotherham and Sheffield use
the X17 ‘bus to drop onto paths off the A
632. Local walkers averaging 30+ in number walked all over The Parish on Tuesday
evenings through the summer and a Tuesday
morning group of half a dozen or more did
so through the winter. The Christmas Walk
brought out 45! The local economy benefits
from these and other groups and individuals.
Local bed and breakfast establishments can
get free written walk sheets on request.
Landowners, as usual, have done much to
help walkers and to keep bridleways clear for
horse riders and cyclists. For instance, they
have: scraped away mud from footpaths,
improved drainage specifically to help 		
walkers, removed redundant stiles (often
replaced by gaps) and provided access to
enable materials to reach areas to be repaired
off the beaten track. Landowners also look
to expand the network both for walkers and
horse riders to give more relief for the 		
challenges of using some country lanes.
Day to day maintenance is in hands of
volunteers from The Parish and others from
surrounding parishes. The work has included
cutting back overgrowth and up growth and
cleaning off stone steps and stile surrounds,
with the co-operation of land owners. The
path itself is the responsibility of the County
Council and anything growing across it is
down to the landowner. In practice there is a
co-operative approach. Landowners also have
to re instate paths that have been ploughed
across and they have to cut a path through

Before
After
Path No. 121 between Vernon Lane & Eaton Lane

We thank the Tree Group for repairing the
banks of the Amber in Milltown and helping
to preserve the riverside path in the process.
We also thank The Parish Council for 		
claiming any grants they can and thus 		
enabling heavier work on bridleways to be
done by local contractors. We also thank
YOU for caring for and using YOUR paths.
We are always looking to attract new faces
to our committee and younger energies to
care for and help to maintain our network of
paths! If you would like to be involved please
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contact either Richard Felton (590786) or our
secretary Karen Haywood (590145). Karen is
also the British Horse Society Access Officer.
Richard Felton
Footpaths Group

proportion of cast aside containers. In
countries that adopt this practise, littering
has been reduced by up to 70%. Despite
lobbying by groups such as the Campaign to
Protect Rural England, this is not even on the
Government’s radar. Some of the problems
caused by littering are:
• Damage to vehicle tyres.
• Harm to wildlife, farm animals and pets –
the RSPCA receive on average 7K calls a year
in relation to animals injured by litter.
• Drain blockages.
• Rat infestation.
In towns and cities the council is obliged to
clear problem areas of litter but in rural areas
councils don’t have the resources to clear
miles of country roads – research has shown
that one mile of road can contain 147 items
of litter. Where communities have taken the
initiative and formed groups of volunteer
litter pickers ‘adopting’ a section of road
each to keep clear, this has had a big impact
on reducing littering and gives the volunteers
a real sense of purpose. Please take a look at
the CPRE website and litterheroes.co.uk.

GRIT BINS
Your Parish Council owns and fills a total
of 37 grit bins sited around the parish and
undertakes winter maintenance of the Milken
Lane Car Park. The salt is supplied for use on
the highway adjacent the bin and if you
witness large amounts being taken for 		
personal use, please contact the Police.
GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
The maintenance contract with North East
Derbyshire District Council continues and
includes maintenance of the playing field,
borders surrounding the car park, play area
and tennis courts, statutory monthly and
annual safety inspections. Pitch bookings
administration continues to be undertaken by
NEDDC. Your Parish Council approved a
5 year contract with NEDDC, commencing
2016/17 at £11,887.72 and thereafter subject
to a cumulative 1.25 % increase year on year
ending 31/03/2021.

If you think a ‘Spring Clean’ of the 		
parish would be a good idea and you would
be willing to take part, then please contact
the Parish Council.

HARD COURTS AND SPORTS
PAVILION
Details of Hire Charges for these 		
facilities are available from the Parish Clerk,
on the courts’ notice board and on the Parish
Council website at www.ashover-pc.gov.uk

LOCAL COUNCIL AWARD SCHEME
The Local Council Award Scheme exists to
celebrate the successes of the very best local
councils, and to provide a framework to
support all local councils to meet their full
potential. All local councils want to serve
their local communities and make a real
difference to the lives of the people that
live there. The scheme offers councils the
opportunity to show that they meet the
standards set by the sector, assessed by their
peers, and to put in place the conditions for
continued improvement.
The Award Scheme has been designed to
both provide the tools and encouragement
to those councils at the beginning of their
improvement journeys, as well as promoting

LITTER PROBLEM ON COUNTRY ROADS
IN ASHOVER PARISH
Littering is a nationwide problem and 20
years of poster campaigns, TV adverts and
voluntary agreements have had little effect
on littering behaviour. The annual cost to
the UK tax payer for clearing up litter and
fly tipping is £1 billion. One initiative that
is proven to lead to a significant reduction
in littering is a ‘Bottle Bill’ with a 10 pence
refundable deposit on drink cans and plastic
bottles which make up the highest 		
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and recognising councils that are at the
cutting edge of the sector. It is only through
the sector working together to share best
practice, drive up standards and supporting
those who are committed to improving their
offer to their communities that individual
councils and the sector as a whole will reach
its full potential.
Your Parish Council achieved ‘Quality’
status under the new scheme in February
2017 and will continue to work towards
‘Quality Gold’ standard.

the quality of housing in our district. We
have already started work on a new build
programme in North Wingfield where 45
pre-fabricated, Council properties will be
replaced with 50 new homes in the village.
We are also carrying out regeneration work to
non-traditional Council homes in Grassmoor
- fitting external wall insulation to make them
easier to keep warm and new doors, windows
and roofs where needed. Similar new build
and regeneration schemes are also planned
for other locations in North East Derbyshire.
We look forward to another successful and
productive year at Rykneld Homes.
Jill Ward
Communications Manager
Rykneld Homes, Pioneer House,
Mill Lane, Wingerworth,
Chesterfield, S42 6NG
Tel: 01246 217549
E-mail: jill.ward@rykneldhomes.org.uk

LOCAL HOUSING Rykneld Homes
Celebrating a special birthday!
This year Rykneld Homes is celebrating its
10th Anniversary which is a special milestone
for us! Our anniversary year started in great
style when we won a national Housing
Innovation Award for our community
engagement work in the district. The
Housing Innovation awards celebrate the
best in housing across the country so we
were very proud to achieve such an accolade.
In February we were also named winners
in the Building Communities in the East
Midlands Awards - for our work to regenerate hundreds of non-traditionally built, hard
to heat homes, in locations across North East
Derbyshire. We were also runners-up for our
HR Training Programme and our Customer
Services and shortlisted for our work with
apprentices.
It’s good to know that our services to 		
customers compare with the best offered
both nationally and regionally. In 2016 we
received our highest customer satisfaction
rating ever - at 94% and we will be 		
working hard over the coming year to ensure
we maintain our high standards. Putting
customer service at the heart of our
organisation continues to be one of our key
priorities for 2017/18 and we are looking at
new ways to deliver services that better meet
our customer’s needs.
Our strong partnership working with North
East Derbyshire District Council has seen us
successfully deliver on their plans to improve

MAY DAY CARNIVAL - 21st Anniversary
Ashover welcomed huge crowds of 		
revellers to the 2016 21st anniversary of the
Annual May Day Carnival, everyone was
ready for a “fun day” particularly as the sun
shone just at the appropriate times!
Stalls lined both sides of Church Street
displaying attractive goods, adding so much
to the jolly decorated street. The carnival was
opened by Rev’d Tom & Mrs Noele Johnson,
who crowned the May Queen, Charlie May
Hallows & May King, Ashley Smith.
This year the carnival will be opened by
the “very popular” Richard Felton who will
crown the May Queen, Simone Harrison and
the Garland King, Oscar Johnstone.
Everyone is looking forward to celebrating
the 2017 Ashover May Day Carnival. The
parade will be led by Ashover Brass Band
and all the usual attractions will be around,
the carnival outreaches to all who come,
and looks forward to warmly welcoming
everyone.
Cllr Mrs Rosemary Early
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NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANS
The Neighbourhood Plan was progressing
along the lines we had planned. However,
Historic England made some comments
relating to the Strategic Environment
Assessment and one of our recommended
sites. After consultation with our consultants,
Yourlocale, it was decided that we would
temporarily withdraw the plan, remove the
site in question and then resubmit the plan
to all statutory consultees and residents
for a six week consultation period ending
on 13th March 2017, following which all
representations would be considered. The
District Council has issued its Local Plan
for consultation and the steering group will
consider the content and how it impacts on
the Neighbourhood Plan; early indications
are that they complement each other. Please
keep checking our website for more details:www.ashover-pc.gov.uk/neighbourhood-plan.
I would like to place on record my thanks
to all the Steering Group Members, our
Consultants Yourlocale, and the Parish Clerk
for all their hard work over the last 2 years.
Cllr Richard Fidler Chairman
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group

OIL BUYING SCHEME
OFF THE GAS GRID? SAVE MONEY ON
YOUR OIL BUYING COSTS
Rural Action Derbyshire (RAD) is a charity
to support rural communities in Derbyshire.
One of their current projects is running a
community bulk oil buying scheme.
Oil prices are extremely low at the moment
which is good news for oil users. RAD can
make cheap oil even cheaper through this
bulk buying scheme.
The scheme is open to anyone using
Kerosene28 for their heating – households,
businesses or community buildings.
There is NO registration or annual 		
membership fee. The scheme is run online
where members can register, order and pay
for their oil. If you are one of the 20% of
rural Derbyshire that do not use a computer
or have reliable access to the internet then
you can manage your account through the
Project Manager at RAD.
There is no obligation to buy your oil
through the scheme, you can dip in and out
of it depending on your needs. RAD will
always be able to negotiate a better oil price
than you would be able to arrange with a
supplier in the same period due to the 		
quantity they are negotiating with.
RAD orders oil once a month on behalf
of their ‘members’ and negotiate with up to 8
oil suppliers for the best possible price.
Deadline day is always 12 noon on a
Tuesday. Payment is taken the following
day, delivery is within the following 10 		
working days.
For more information on the scheme
please contact the Project Manager, Emma
Simpson at RAD on 01629 592970 / 0845
3138800, email oil@ruralactionderbyshire.
org.uk or visit the RAD website 		
www.ruralactionderbyshire.org.uk/oil
Rural Action Derbyshire, Town Hall,
Bank Road, Matlock, DE4 3NN. 		
Charity No: 1061531.

NEDDC LOCAL PLAN 2011-2033
For up to date information on North East
Derbyshire District Council’s Draft Local
Plan 2011-2033, please visit the NEDDC
website at www.ne-derbyshire.gov.uk
NEWSLETTERS
Your Parish Council issues four Newsletters
per year, the first of which is the Annual
Report of the Parish Council which is 		
circulated to every household in the parish
and published on the website. The other
three Newsletters are circulated as widely as
possible around the parish, in the 		
Information Point, on the Parish Council
Notice Board, Medical Centre, Parish Hall,
Uppertown Social Centre, shops, Post 		
Office, website etc. If you have difficulty in
obtaining a copy, please contact the Parish
Clerk.

PARISH APPEARANCE/
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board on Moor Road. A summary of each
meeting is published ‘The Derbyshire Times’
“Grassroots” section and is also available on
the Parish Council website along with other
press releases.

MAINTENANCE
The flowerbeds adjacent ‘The Black Swan’
and the public toilets are maintained by the
Parish Council. The Lengthman continues to
pick litter around the parish with the help of
volunteers and reports on fly tipping, carries
out general maintenance on parish owned
street furniture, and undertakes health and
safety inspections on Parish owned property
and cleaning of the Public Conveniences on
Moor Road, Ashover.

PARISH COUNCIL SURGERIES
These are presently held for half an hour
prior to every Parish Council Meeting.
Parishioners are encouraged to attend and
express any concerns they may have on
parish issues to a Parish Councillor and the
Parish Clerk if they are unable, or do not
wish, to attend and speak at the main 		
meeting.

PARISH COUNCILS AND MEETINGS
Parish councils and parish meetings work
towards improving community well-being
and providing better services at a local level.
Their work falls into three main categories:
•
representing the local community;
• delivering services to meet local needs;
and
• striving to improve quality of life in the
community.
Through a range of powers, parish councils
provide and maintain a variety of important
and visible local services including allotments,
bridleways, burial grounds, bus shelters,
car parks, commons, community transport
schemes, crime reduction measures, 		
footpaths, leisure facilities, local youth 		
projects, open spaces, public lavatories,
planning, street cleaning, street lighting,
tourism activities, traffic calming measures,
village greens and litter bins.
Residents are welcome to attend and speak
at Parish Council Meetings under the ‘Public’
section. Parish Council Meetings are held on
the third Tuesday of every month (except
August when no meeting is held) in The
Sports Pavilion, Milken Lane, Ashover. Public
Participation is invited for the first fifteen
minutes of every meeting, when anyone from
the parish may raise any issue with the Parish
Council. A copy of the Agenda, together
with notification of planning applications,
Parish Clerk’s Report, Minutes of the 		
previous meeting and other information
may be found on the Parish Council website:
www.ashover-pc.gov.uk and the main notice

PARISH HALL
With the support of the local community and
our Trustees, Ashover Parish Hall CIO has had
another great year and we feel privileged to
have been chosen to host a variety of exciting
events and celebrations.
We were delighted to welcome back annual
events such as the Parish Panto and Parish
Party, the Children’s Society Quiz, Dicky 		
Tickers Party, VSCC Rally, AJFC presentation
evening, Christmas Fayres and Skint Folk
Festival.
A variety of successful classes and groups
continue to use the hall, including Ashover
Tots & Tinies, Children’s Ballet & Theatre
Dance Class, Yoga, Karate, Pilates, Dance for
Beginners (Latin, Rock ’n Roll, Salsa & more),
Puppy Training, Young Farmers, Village Art
Group, Derbyshire Smallholders, Produce Club,
Ashover Brass Band and Ashover OAPA.
New classes for 2017 in our Fabric Room are
BALANCE chair-based and OTAGO 		
(standing) exercise class for all levels of fitness,
health or age, held every Tuesday 2pm – 3pm.
Also, Moo Music, the fun music group for preschool and infant children held on Thursdays
4pm – 4:45pm during term time.
The High Tor Players and Interesting Theatre
Company brought their hugely popular 		
productions to the Parish Hall in 2016 and we
look forward to welcoming them back later this
year.
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There are new courses from the W.E.A and
Floral Art with BBC 2 Florist Jonathan Moseley
throughout the year, also Spanish for Beginners.
Please see the hall’s noticeboards or our website
for further information.
Ashover Sports Pavilion is now jointly managed
by Ashover Parish Council and Ashover Parish
Hall CIO who cooperate in the management
for the benefit of the populace.
The number of weddings held at the Parish
Hall has seen an increase of 66% in the last 3
years and with a number of bookings for 2018
already being confirmed, this trend looks set
to continue. Many hirers choose to ‘dress’ our
main Amber Hall with a marquee lining which
creates a stunning effect. Others embracing
a traditional village hall theme with rows of
trestle tables and bunting. Couples holding their
wedding celebrations with us like to let their
own personality shine through when it comes
to decorations. We always look forward to
Saturday mornings to see how the Bride &
Groom have put their own stamp on the hall!
We’re very excited for the launch of our new

classes and events being held at the hall.
We welcome anyone who would like our help
to create the perfect event or celebration, to
start a new class or for further details on any of
the above classes, to please get in touch:
Tel: 01246 590005
Email: info@ashoverparishhall.com
Website: www.ashoverparishhall.com
Amy Corker, Manager
Ashover Parish Hall Events Centre
PARISH PARTY & PANTOMIME 2017
The Parish Party has always been an outreach
by the Church to all the families, so they are
able to meet up together, share and enjoy
food together, knowing their children are also
making the most of a party, wearing fancy
hats, blowing noisy blowers and letting off
party poppers and of course diving into the
food with the usual enthusiasm. The buzz in
the hall and laughter all around reflects that
this is a family occasion.
The children have one or two games to look
forward to and also tradition is that the new
May Queen and King with Attendants and
Garland Attendants are chosen and 		
announced, all of course prior to the 		
pantomime.
Here again Saturday night pantomime is for
the families who are at the party, and 		
obviously over the years more and more
families are coming looking forward to
enjoying the pantomime, it was lovely to
welcome & see so many of them at this year’s
party.
This year a very fast moving and hilarious
Pantomime was performed by the name of
“Snow White & the Magnificent Seven”.
The enthusiastic, incredible energetic children
who sang the “best ever” were busy in their
various roles as dancing cooks, forest animals,
muppets, footmen, ladies and maids, ghouls,
court observers, and spectators at the boxing
ring. They were well supported by a cast of
over twenty who in their individual roles
performed many characters. Three 		
performances attracted very large audiences

website which will be in the next few weeks.
The site will be much more modern in 		
appearance, and most importantly easier to
navigate to check availability, upcoming events
and news, to see reviews and photos and
to make bookings. Our Facebook page and
website have proven to be an invaluable tool
for reaching new hirers and spreading word of
11

who were on top form remembering “oh yes
it is/oh no it isn’t”. Everyone was 		
congratulated on their performances by a
very appreciative audience each night.
Look out for Ashover Pantomime January
2018!
Cllr Rosemary Early

as various local and national charities. A box
is available at the back of the church during
Sunday services for donations of 		
non-perishable food which are taken to the
food bank at Clay Cross for distribution to
those in need. Donors are requested to put
their donations in a bag for ease of transport.
A number of church members, led by
Reader Celia Kelly, regularly visit Grove Park
residents, many of whom are unable to
attend church services, for worship, craft
work, quizzes and reminiscing.
Church members again played prominent
roles in organising and participating in May
Day celebrations, the Pantomime and the
Parish Party, all of which were initiated by
the church as means of outreach to the local
community.
The Village Coffee Shop, which has been
held in the Bassett Rooms on the first and
third Tuesday mornings of each month since
January 2011, has had another successful
year, fulfilling its original aim of providing a
crossroads in our community where local
residents and visitors could meet for a chat
and get to know each other better. All
donations received at certain sessions during
the year are allocated to selected charities, the
charities chosen in 2016 being The Dukes
Barn charity in Beeley the Bishop of Derby’s
Harvest Fund for women and children
in Kolkata and the Disaster Emergencies
Committee’s appeal for the crisis in Yemen,
for which a total of £808 was donated. On
21st March 2017 all donations were given to
Ashgate Hospice.
Another continuing success has been Film
Time, held monthly on Thursday evenings
in the winter months in the Bassett Rooms.
Foreign-language sub-titled films are also
being shown, albeit to smaller audiences.
Film Time, like the Coffee Shop, is part of
the church’s outreach to the local community:
at a typical screening, fewer than 50% of the
audience are regular churchgoers.
The Amber Churches website 		
(www.amberchurches.org) for Ashover,
Brackenfield, Handley and Wessington

PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL
All Saints Church at Ashover holds a
weekly service at 10.45 every Sunday morning
(when there is a fifth Sunday in the month
there is a United Benefice Service at Ashover,
Brackenfield, Handley or Wessington), as
well as additional church services to mark the
main religious festivals and other local events.
The average Sunday morning congregation is
around 60, while at the Christmas Eve Family
Carol Service the church is full. In 2016, 6
baptisms, 8 weddings and 29 funerals were
held in Ashover Church.
The Ashover Celebration Choir has taken
part in all the major Christian festivals and
also led services in local churches. They have
sung at various village celebrations over the
Christmas period and by invitation at 		
weddings.
Children’s activities (“Allsorts”) are held
most Sundays to coincide with the 		
Communion services. In addition, a preschool group for parents and toddlers,
Acorns, is held on two Thursday mornings
a month in the Bassett Rooms, and Messy
Church activities are held on various 		
occasions during the year.
During Advent, the church again organised a Posada celebration to reinforce the
Christmas message. This involved wooden
figures of Mary, Joseph and the donkey being
hosted by a number of different families in
the village each evening and being taken to
church each Sunday for the lighting of the
Advent candles. On Christmas Eve they were
placed around the crib in the church ready
for the arrival of Jesus.
As in previous years, the church has 		
supported financially a number of
overseas missions and relief agencies, as well
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Churches continues to provide information,
news and a calendar of upcoming events.
From January 2017 the monthly magazine
Amber News, produced by these churches,
has been replaced by a more compact
monthly newssheet, also called Amber News,
which is available free of charge at the Post
Office and a number of local shops, as well
as being accessible on the Amber Churches
website. It can also be delivered for free on
request to the homes of local people who
would have difficulty in obtaining it 		
otherwise.
At the end of 2016 conditional planning
permission was granted for developing and
extending the Bassett Rooms (opposite the
church) to make them more user-friendly
for the various local groups and clubs which
meet there. It is hoped that the work can be
carried out during summer 2017.
Keith Mellor Ashover PCC Secretary
All Saints Church, Ashover

funded via the Assets Renewal Programme
and the Council would need to seek grant
support. Please either email the Clerk at
parishclerk@ashover–pc.gov.uk or fill in
the ‘Contact Us’ form on the Parish Council
website at www.ashover-pc.gov.uk
POTHOLES, PAVEMENTS
AND OTHER PROBLEMS
Derbyshire County Council has new facility
for reporting problems with potholes, 		
pavements, flooding, gritting, street
furniture etc. Visit the DCC homepage at
www.derbyshire.gov.uk and click on ‘report
a pothole’ then follow the links to the online
fault reporting form. After entering details,
including an opportunity to upload a photo
of the problem, you will be given a reference
number, enabling you to keep track of action
taken by DCC.
PRIMARY SCHOOL (ASHOVER)
Achieve
Safe
Positive
Independent
Respect
Enjoy
The last twelve months have been
extremely busy for both staff and pupils at
Ashover Primary School.
Our pupils have achieved great academic
success across all Key Stages. At Key Stage
2, 89% of our Year 6 children achieved
‘expected standard’ in reading, writing and
maths combined which compares to a
national average of 53%. We are 		
incredibly proud of our children’s hard work
and achievements.
There have been some significant 		
improvements to the school environment.
Our new main entrance and reception
opened on Narrowleys Lane which provides
visitors a warm welcome to the school. A
new early years outdoor area is under 		
development in the school house garden
which will provide our youngest children with
a range of outdoor learning opportunities.

PLANNING
Your Parish Council is one of several
statutory consultees whose comments are
sought by the District Council on planning
applications. Unless applications are received
after agenda issue, those to be considered by
the Parish Council are listed on Appendix
I which is published with the agenda and
posted on the main notice board and on
the website. Applicants are encouraged to
address the Parish Council, either in person
or in writing, when their application is to be
considered. Details of all applications,
including associated documents, may be
found on the District Council’s website at
www.ne-derbyshire.gov.uk.
PLAY AREA
Your Parish Council is currently looking at
providing a new play area on the Milken Lane
Playing Field, to replace the current play area
which is outdated. Members would like to
hear from you with ideas and suggestions for
new equipment that your children would
enjoy using. The new scheme would be
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New fencing on the playground has been
installed and a new gate allows access from
the school car park into the grounds. Most
noteworthy is our brand new kitchen which
opened in the summer term.
We continue to provide our pupils with a
wide range of learning opportunities. Our
very successful science week opened with
a group of parents from various scientific
professions explaining their roles to different
groups of pupils therefore developing
children’s understanding of why science
is important in real life. Our pupils have
achieved various sporting successes and a
number of trips and visits have been 		
arranged to venues such as the National
Space Centre, Yorkshire Wildlife Park and
Southwell Workhouse.
In addition to our 2016-17 academic
school improvement priorities, we are 		
focusing on pupil’s ‘spiritual, moral, social
and cultural’ development. We are currently
working towards achieving Artsmark 		
Platinum, an award recognising outstanding
provision across the arts and are also 		
hoping to become a Unicef Rights
Respecting School in order to establish our
school as a ‘safe and inspiring place to learn,
where children are respected, their talents are
nurtured and they are able to thrive.’
Should you wish to assist school in any
way, please do not hesitate to contact me or
our School Business Officer – Mrs Heather
Cooper. Tel: 01246 590 207 or email: 		
enquiries@ashover.derbyshire.sch.uk as we
would welcome your contribution to the
school.
Mrs V Spender
Headteacher

Information Point featuring parish news
and attractions, maps and details of local
walks. Ashover is believed to be one of the
few parish councils to accept responsibility
for upgrading and maintaining its public
conveniences.

PUBLIC CONVENIENCES
Following threat of closure by the District
Council in 2008, the old stone public 		
conveniences on Moor Road were taken
over by the Parish Council and refurbished
in 2013, including the redundant telephone
kiosk in the small room at the front of the
building, which was turned into an 		

SCAMS
Derbyshire Police has issued the following
advice on how to better protect yourself
against unwanted calls:Be sceptical
Take your time
Know who you are dealing with
Protect your financial information

RIGHTS OF WAY
These are ultimately controlled and maintained
by Derbyshire County Council. The Parish
Council undertakes minor works via its Minor
Maintenance Agreement (MMA) with DCC.
If you know of any maintenance issues please
relay these to DCC on 01629 580000 ext.
7645. During 2016/2017 your Parish Council
used its total Minor Maintenance budget of
£675 on minor maintenance to rights of way
around the parish (nos 23, 152, 48, 145).
Applications have been submitted to 		
Derbyshire County Council under the Wildlife
and Countryside Act 1981 to add 		
non-classified highways, bridleways and 		
footpaths to the Definitive Map and 		
Statement as a Byway Open to All Traffic
(BOAT). Outstanding application locations
are shown below:1. Non-classified highway Coach Road, 		
Ashover - Awaiting decision.
2. Non-classified highway Back Lane, Ashover
- Awaiting decision.
3. Non-classified highway Lea Road and
upgrade part of Bridleway 145 Ashover –
Consultation awaited.
4. Bridleway 145 Coffin Lane, Ashover –
Consultation awaited. (part of claim 3 above).
Further information and an information
sheet on modification orders may be obtained
from the Rights of Way Office at Derbyshire
County Council (01629 580000).
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carried out under contract. Risk assessments
and inspections have been undertaken in
accordance with legal requirements.

If you want assistance in finding out if it is a
scam contact Consumer Direct on
08454 04 05 06
If you want to cut the junk contact:l Mailings - 0845 703 4599 or
www.mpsonline.org.uk (Registration is free)
l Telephone Calls - 0845 070 0707 or
www.tpsonline.org.uk (Registration is free).
You can also contact your telephone 		
company to block callers who withhold
their number.
l Text/SMS - 0845 070 0707 or
www.tpsonline.org.uk. If you then receive a
message you don’t want you can reply with
the word STOP.
l Email - if you would like advice go to
www.getsafeonline.org

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Your Parish Council continues to subscribe
to the Derbyshire Association of Local
Councils (DALC) and the Institute of 		
Cemetery & Crematorium Management
(ICCM) on an annual basis. DALC offers
free legal and professional advice on all
aspects of parish and town council business
backed up by experts at NALC (National
Association of Local Councils) and regular
information circulars. Likewise ICCM also
offers free advice to its members and 		
regular newsletters. Your Parish Council is
registered under the Data Protection Act and
the subscription is renewed annually with the
Information Commission.

SPEED AWARENESS
Last year eleven parish councils in the North
East Derbyshire area clubbed together to
provide a speed camera for police to use in a
joint bid to make local roads safer.
Ashover, Brampton, Heath and Holmewood,
Morton, North Wingfield, Pilsley, Shirland
and Higham, Stretton, Sutton cum 		
Duckmanton, Tupton and Wingerworth
parish councils have all contributed to the
campaign and provided funding for the
camera and its maintenance. The camera is
deployed, on average, once a week in one
of the partnership parishes. Police Officers
using the device informed councils that it
is an excellent tool in tackling the issues of
speeding in our areas.
To contact your local Safer Neighbourhood
policing team call 101, or visit the website:
www.derbyshire.police.uk.

TENNIS CLUB
For full details of how to join please
contact the Club Secretary, Ellie Salomoni,
on 01629 581629 or email
Ashovertennis@aol.com or 			
Ashovertennis@btinternet.co.uk.
Further details about the club can also
be found on the Lawn Tennis Association’s
website.
TREE WORKING GROUP
Our 2nd birthday approaches!
Over the past year it feels as if we’ve made
a lot of progress against the aims we set out
when the group was formed. There’s been
plenty to satisfy individual interests as well as
those which brought the group together in
the first place.
Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs)
Whilst this might seem a bit of a dry subject,
when you see the beautiful trees which would
otherwise be at risk the benefit becomes
much clearer.
Having obtained a set of plans from
NEDCC we carried out an initial study of
the TPO protected trees around Malthouse
Lane. Unsurprisingly, it soon became 		

STREET FURNITURE/PROPERTY
A rolling programme continues to
operate for the maintenance of parish owned
street furniture, including parish seats, bus
shelters and notice boards and parish owned
property. Where possible, the maintenance
work is carried out by the Parish Lengthman
as part of his duties and other work, such as
vegetation strimming around some seats, is
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apparent that there were quite a few 		
inaccuracies in the 16 years old plans with
trees missing or wrongly recorded – so we
offered to give the Council a hand in 		
updating them.
Essentially our proposal was to re-survey the
plans for each part of the parish and provide
the Council with our findings - they would
then validate them before formally updating
their records. Our offer of assistance was
accepted and we’ll begin work on this in late
Spring when the re-appearance of leaves will
help with tree identification!
Great Eastern Plantation
We’ve made good progress in our tidy-up
of the Great Eastern Plantation, with some
remedial pruning continuing. During the
early stages of the work we liberated some
beech saplings which were vulnerable to
trampling from grazing cattle. We’ll re-plant
the saplings (which have been growing well in
tubs) later in the year.
Revetment
One of our common interests in the group is
to further our knowledge of our tree heritage
and their natural surroundings. It was with
this in mind we had an expert come along to
one of our meetings to enlighten us on
river-bank preservation techniques. This
briefing resonated with us because there was
a high degree of erosion on a bend in the
river between Jetting Street and Milltown.
Ideally, we wanted to prevent flood 		
damage through natural means and link the
construction of a revetment with consolidation of the footpath along the Amber. The
fruits of our labours are now in place and the
revetment is one of our proudest
achievements during the past year. Pictures
accompany this article but do go along and
see it for yourselves. You’ll also note our
working party have cleared trees and bushes
along the river-banks, bringing out the beauty
of the river setting as well as making it a
more attractive environment for kingfishers,
herons and other birds.

The Revetment

The Revetment coping

Collaboration
with higher river levels
It’s always enjoyable
for us to get together with other groups and
work towards		
common goals.
We collaborate closely with the Footpaths
Group, helping them with local projects.
More recently our working party has also
supported the Ashover Show committee by
assisting with the clearance of self-seeded ash
which was at risk of undermining the wall
opposite the show-field in Milken Lane.
The year ahead……promises more of
the same with continuing focus on TPO
re-surveys, working parties and our 		
collaboration with other groups. We’ll also be
looking to revive some parcels of woodland
on common land in the parish which have
been neglected for many years. Aligned with
this is our aim to carry out a programme of
planting new trees, native to the area, to
replace those lost through age or bad
weather.
Overall, an interesting year ahead for us to
look forward to and if you’d like to join our
group you’d be very welcome! (Mike Thomas
591733).
Mike Thomas
Ashover Tree Group
TREE WARDEN
I have been asked a variety of questions this
year, some I could give advice about, some we
could give physical help with, some which I
opposed, and some I agreed with, sometimes
reluctantly. As a result the following things
come to mind. I would advise a common
sense look at trees you may own near roads
and footpaths- for more information see the
National Tree Safety Group publication,”
Common sense risk management of trees”.
Tree Preservation Orders can be used to save
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trees as well as to prevent development. Could
you let me know of any of the following:• Any unusual or rare trees which you feel
need recording preserving or monitoring
• Trees or groups of trees covered by a TPO
which seems totally out of date.
• Individual trees which make a strong visual
impact on the landscape.
Before you start with a chainsaw remember
that the easy bit of tree/hedge removal is the
cutting, the disposal bit takes the most work, it
is easy to create a scene of total devastation in
a very short time!
If there is anything about hedges trees and
woodland within the parish which causes you
concern, or you need advice about or help
with, please contact Linda Stephenson on
01246591949 or email 			
bryanstepho@btinternet.com .
Linda Stephenson
Ashover Parish Tree Warden

part of the scheme. In the very unlikely event
of someone having a problem with one of
the traders then help is at hand. Derbyshire
County Council trading standards officers can
get involved in any queries involving Trusted
Traders and seek to resolve them.
The scheme particularly helps to protect
older and vulnerable adults by making it easier
for them to use Trusted Traders rather than
rogue traders who typically cold-call and use
high pressure sales techniques. A recent
development has been the inclusion of
Financial Advisors who specialise in providing
financial advice for people in later life and can
help with matters like care fees, pensions and
investments.
Find out more about all aspects of Trusted
Trader at www.derbyshire.gov.uk/tt or call
01629 536148. Enquiries are also welcome
from businesses interested in signing up to the
scheme – membership brings lots of benefits
and costs only £70 - £100 per year.
Derbyshire County Council

Trusted Trader Scheme
(Derbyshire County Council)
Finding a company that you can trust to
do some work for you can be a bit daunting –
how can you be sure that you won’t get ripped
off? What if things go wrong? How do you
choose between lots of different companies?
These sorts of dilemmas were a driving force
behind the setting up by Derbyshire County
Council of the Trusted Trader scheme to help
local people find traders and businesses that
do a good job at a fair price and provide good
customer service.
That was back in 2008 and the popular
scheme has gone from strength to strength.
These days there are nearly 17,000 searches
each month on the Trusted Trader website,
www.derbyshire.gov.uk/tt by people looking
for reliable companies to use. Another ringing
endorsement for the scheme was a recent
survey which gathered feedback from more
than 16,000 people who had used a Trusted
Trader and an impressive 94% said they were
very satisfied with the service they received.
So people can have lots of confidence when
employing one of the 1,200 traders who are

UPPERTOWN SOCIAL CENTRE
The Centre provides a first class facility for
social activities for the people of Ashover
and surrounding areas. It has comfortable
and up to date facilities for parties, birthdays,
weddings and other special occasions but
is equally suited to conferences, training
sessions or meetings.
Facilities include:
• Licensed bar
• Fully fitted kitchen for outside caterer or
hirer use
• Function room for up to 120 people
• Car parking for 25 cars (this area can be
used to erect a marquee)
The Centre is run on a not for profit basis
as a charity, which would not be possible
without the committee of local people and a
group of willing volunteers.
Please see the 2017 events on page 22
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WASTE RECYCLING
(Derbyshire County Council)
New charges at Household Waste		
Recycling Centres
Household Waste Recycling Centres (or Civic
Amenity Sites) are provided by the county
council for the disposal of waste produced
from households which is either too large or
too bulky to be accepted by the normal
district council weekly collection. Your
nearest site is located at Stonegravels,
Sheffield Road, Chesterfield which has full
recycling facilities. The site is open seven
days a week from 8.30am – 6.00pm (closed
25/26 December and 1 January).
Derbyshire County Council introduced
charges from 3 April 2017 for some types
of waste accepted at DCC recycling centres.
Government cuts mean our budget will be
a third lower in 2018 than in 2010 and we
need to find new ways of helping to pay
Derbyshire’s £37.2m waste bill each year.
The types of waste we will charge for include
concrete, cement, mortar, rubble, hardcore
and ceramics.
You can read more on our website: 		
www.derbyshire.gov.uk/wastecharges
Charges do not apply to:
• Domestic garden ornaments
• Garden pots
• Crockery
• Cement bonded asbestos - maximum of
two sheets or two metres of pipe. Please
double wrap and seal.
• Plasterboard and plasterboard products
– up to 2 ‘Standard Rubble Sacks’ (up to a
maximum of 820mm x 535mm). Sorry we
cannot accept whole sheets of plasterboard.
• Metal and plastic baths, plastic shower trays
and plastic cisterns.
Waste Charges
The following items will be charged at £3
per standard rubble sack or part sack (up
to a maximum of 820mm x 535mm) or
equivalent quantity. Single large items e.g.
a sink or pedestal or shower tray will be
charged separately at £3 each.
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Concrete, cement, mortar, rubble and
hardcore
• Whole paving slabs
• Concrete posts and lintels
• Bags of concrete, cement and mortar (in
granular form or set hard)
• Mortar and rendering
• Bricks, blocks, paving and block paving
(broken or whole)
• Rubble/hardcore and aggregates
• Sand, gravel, stones, rocks and pebbles
• Stone based items and products
• Soil and clay from excavations
• Tarmac
• Chimney pots, slates and roof tiles
• Earthenware drains and pipes
Ceramics
• Bath
• Shower tray
• Bidet
• Wash hand basin
• Toilet
• Cistern
• Sink
• Sink pedestal
• Ceramic wall/floor tiles
Payment by credit card and debit cards only
on arrival at the recycling centre. Sorry we
cannot accept cash or cheques.
The total cost will be calculated by site staff.
The decision of the site manager will be final.
Anyone unwilling or unable to pay will be
asked to leave the site with their waste. We
apologise for any inconvenience that may be
caused. Trade waste is not accepted.
Derbyshire County Council
01629 580000

WEBSITE – www.ashover-pc.gov.uk

Your Parish Council’s website is
www.ashover-pc.gov.uk, and is the gateway
into the parish council and numerous local
services, from there you can also find links
to other organisations including North East
Derbyshire District Council and Derbyshire
County Council.
The site contains, along with many other
things, items of news, advice of road closures
in the parish, links to leisure facilities, you can
even have a look at your Parish Councillors
and Parish Council staff. There are links to
your Local Councillor, District Councillor
and Member of Parliament.
There are calendars for council meetings
and events and leisure activities taking place
in the Parish.
There are forms to report problems and
issues within the Parish, there is an A-Z link
where there is a whole raft of 		
information about the Parish, County and
District Councils.
Why not have a look at it at 			
www.ashover-pc.gov.uk you can also find us
on Facebook and Twitter.
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FINANCIAL REPORT
PRECEPT 2017/2018
Ashover Parish Council had been notified
by NEDDC that the Tax Support Grant
Funding would be reduced year by year as
follows:-

At the Parish Council meeting held on 18
October 2016, consideration was given to the
recommendations of the Finance Committee
for the precept application for 2017/18. The
precept requirement had been analysed and
included the projected sums for future Capital Expenditure on Parish Assets together
with the requirement for at least a six months
net revenue spend.

2017/18

2018/19

2019/20

2020/21

£1,735

£1,157

£578

£0

Having deliberated the budget for the
Financial Year 2017/2018, an anticipated
realistic income figure of £17,480.00 (including the Tax Support Grant of £1,735) set
against an anticipated expenditure figure of
£85,424.00 produced an annual Precept figure for 2017/2018 of £67,944.00 (£66,209
plus grant support £1,735).
This represents a £1,286.00 increase
(1.93%) on the previous year due to the costs
associated with the reduced support grant,
increased number of dog bins and associated
maintenance, winter maintenance for the car
park and inflation.

The Finance Committee had deliberated
each code and cost centre in the accounting
system, recognising the need to limit expenditure as far as possible due to current restraints and economic climate and taking into
account a realistic income figure. The 12 to
16 year Capital Assets Renewal Programme
continued to be included in the precept sum
and this would be revised to reflect ongoing
capital expenditure and to include new capital
purchases.

ANTICIPATED FIGURES
COST CENTRE
Administration
Section 137
Pavilion/Courts
Public Toilets
Capital
Allotments
Cemetery
Parish Maintenance.
TOTALS
PRECEPT
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Exp. 2016/17
£
33218
600
4120
2805
11073
100
8800
24135
84851
2016/17

Inc. 2016/17
£
4653
0
1500
0
0
40
12000
0
18193
£66,658
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Exp. 2017/18
£
35945
600
3545
2830
9869
100
8775
23760
85424
2017/18

Inc. 2017/18
£
4180
0
1250
0
0
50
12000
0
17480
£67,944

Summary Receipts & Payments Year Ended 31 March 2017
Year Ended
31 March 2016

Year Ended
31 March 2017

Receipts

Summary Receipts & Payments Year Ended 31 March 2017
Year Ended
31 March 2016

		

Year Ended
31 March 2017

Receipts & Payments Summary

60986.04

Precept Received

64345.04

88464.53

Opening Balance

95404.26

296.25

Interest Received

232.54

109565.69

Add Total Receipts

101148.59

61282.29

Total

64577.58

		Operating Income
16555.64
2271.00
40.00

Administration

11036.76

VAT refunds

109565.69

102625.96

Less Total Payments

113284.91

95404.26

Closing Balance

83267.94

1978.41

Allotments
Cemetery

196552.85

18077.88

Pavilion

18380.00

198030.22		

Total Receipts

50.00

		

6380.00

60786.34

Current/Reserve Account

48442.03

10084.72

34617.92

National Savings Account

34825.91

101148.59

Cumulative Funds represented by:

95404.26		

83267.94

		Running Costs
32195.08
500.00
0

Administration

32165.74

Section 137

438.94

Other Grants

100.00

5555.17

Pavilion

3025.24

3154.84

Toilets

2698.74

11011.37

Capital Projects

17259.69

118.21

Allotments

8713.44

Cemetery

10416.89

30746.12

Parish Upkeep

36902.63

10631.73

VAT on Payments

10201.32

102625.96

75.72

Total Payments

113284.91
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For information and help on the following
services, please call the appropriate
authority (details at the right of this page) or
visit www.ashover-pc.gov.uk and click on the
A-Z of services :Bulk Waste Collection Service
Bus Shelters
Car Park (Milken Lane)
Cemetery (Ashover)
Council Tax
Common Land
Dog Waste Bins
Dog Wardens
Education
Energy Advice Centre
Environmental Health
Fly Tipping
Grit Bins
Highways
Housing
Libraries
Licensing
Parish Plan (Ashover parish)
Parish Seats
Pest Control
Planning Permission
Play Area (Ashover)
Playing Field/Hard Courts
(Ashover)
Potholes
Public Toilets
Recycling
(inc. blue box/bag scheme)
Refuse Collection
Reg. of Births, Deaths,
Marriages
Register of Electors
Rights of Way
(footpaths/bridleways)
Social Services
Street Cleaning

NEDDC
APC
APC
APC
NEDDC
APC
APC
NEDDC
DDC
NEDDC
NEDDC
NEDDC
APC/DCC
DCC
NEDDC
DCC
NEDDC
APC
APC
NEDDC
NEDDC
APC
APC
DCC
APC

Street Lighting Repairs
Trading Standards
War Memorial

DCC
DCC
APC

NEDDC
North East Derbyshire District Council, 2013
Mill Lane,Wingerworth, Chesterfield S42
6NG Tel. 01246 231111
DCC
Derbyshire County Council
County Hall, Matlock DE4 3AG
Call Derbyshire 01629 533190
APC
Ashover Parish Council
The Sports Pavilion
Milken Lane
Ashover
Chesterfield
S45 0BA
Tel. 01246 863018

EMERGENCY SERVICES
Always dial 999 in case of an emergency
Derbyshire Police
101 (calls to report crime, anti-social
behaviour, non-violent crime or general
information)
Please note: You MUST continue to use
999 where a crime is in progress, for serious
crime or where violence is being used.
Derbyshire Fire & Rescue
Administrative and fire safety enquiries:
01332 771221
Power and supplies
Electricity: Central Networks
(emergency) 0800 056 8090
Gas (emergency) 0800 111 999
Severn Trent Water (emergency)
0800 783 4444
or 0845 9881188 (flooding)
National Floodline
0845 988 1188
Hospitals/medical
NHS 111 is a new service that’s being
introduced to make it easier for you to access
local NHS healthcare services in England.
You can call 111 when you need medical help
fast but it’s not a 999 emergency. NHS 111
is a fast and easy way to get the right help,
whatever the time.

NEDDC
NEDDC

NHS 111 is available 24 hours a day, 365
days a year. Calls are free from landlines and
mobile phones.

DCC
NEDDC

Royal Derby Hospital
01332 340131 - Main switchboard
Chesterfield Royal Hospital
01246 277271

DCC
DCC
NEDDC

Buxton Hospital
01298 214000
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YOUR PARISH COUNCILLORS

YOUR PARISH COUNCIL STAFF

William Armitage
Green Bank
Hockley Lane
Ashover
CHESTERFIELD
S45 0ER
01246 590486

Martha Hayward
Arkaig House
Pudding Bag Lane
Ashover
CHESTERFIELD
S45 OBT
01246 590771

Steve Dronfield
Willow Tree Farm
Hungerhill Lane
Stonedge
CHESTERFIELD
S45 0LP
01246 590721

Lucy Hunter-Bott
Marshbrook
Butts Road
Ashover
CHESTERFIELD
S45 0HW
07976 733607

Nigel Early
Lexley Gables
Hockley Lane
Ashover
CHESTERFIELD
S45 0ER
01246 590738

Chris Miller
Hill House
Hill Road
Ashover
CHESTERFIELD
S45 0BX
01246 590253

Rosemary Early
Lexley Gables
Hockley Lane
Ashover
CHESTERFIELD
S45 0ER
01246 590738

Alison Tyson
Church Street
Ashover
CHESTERFIELD
S45 0AB
01246 590009

Richard Fidler
Porthlea
Alton Lane
Littlemoor Ashover
CHESTERFIELD
S45 0BE
01246 590155

Ed Willmot
The Pines
Hill Top Road
Ashover
CHESTERFIELD
S45 0BZ
01246 590260
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YOUR COUNTY AND
DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Barry Lewis

Sara Atkinson
Parish Clerk & RFO
The Sports Pavilion
Milken Lane
Ashover
Chesterfield S45 0BA
01246 863018
parishclerk@ashover-pc.gov.uk
John Bown

DCC Councillor
2 King George Street
Wessington
Derbyhshire
S55 6DZ
01773 830871
Mobile: 07920484207

William Armitage

NEDDC Councillor
Green Bank
Hockley Lane
Ashover
CHESTERFIELD
S45 0ER
01246 590486
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