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1.0

INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND
This Consultation Statement has been prepared to fulfil the legal obligations of the
Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 2012 (as amended). It has been prepared by
AndrewTowlertonAssociates on behalf of Ashover Parish Council (the accountable
and qualifying body).
Section 15(2) of Part 5 of the Regulations sets out what a Consultation Statement
should do, namely:
a) contain details of the persons and bodies who were consulted about the proposed
neighbourhood development plan;
b) explain how they were consulted;
c) summarise the main issues and concerns raised by the persons consulted;
d) describe how these issues and concerns have been considered and, where
relevant, addressed in the proposed Neighbourhood Plan.

2.0

THE PURPOSE OF THIS DOCUMENT
The Ashover Neighbourhood Plan (“The Plan”) passed Referendum on 8 February
2018 with a vote in favour of 93% and a turnout of 34%. This Consultation Statement
has been updated to take into account consultation and activities during the course of
the preparation of the modification document.
This Statement provides a record of the consultation and engagement that took place
regarding the review to the made Plan. The main methods used to publicise the
engagement process are documented, along with the main findings from the
engagement. A formal engagement period and process will provide members of the
public and other key stakeholders an opportunity to submit comments on the proposed
modification.

3.0

THE CONSULTATION PROCESS
It should be noted that extensive consultation was carried out for the original
Neighbourhood Plan, full details of which can be found in the original Appendix 4 –
Ashover Consultation Statement which accompanied the Referendum Version of the
Plan. This can be found at https://www.ne-derbyshire.gov.uk/component/edocman/4ashover-neighbourhood-plan-consultation-statement-july-2017. This provided a good
understanding of the issues facing the Parish and a firm foundation for the Plan.
The decision to undertake a formal review of the Plan was taken by Ashover Parish
Council on 19 November 2019 (GGPC minute reference 166/19, link:
https://www.ashover-pc.gov.uk/uploads/approved-minutes-19112019.pdf) and the
Parish Council drove the process forward.
The consultation period commenced on 6 January 2020 and ended on the 24 February
2020. This ensured there were at least 6 weeks available for consultation responses
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to be made in accordance with Neighbourhood Planning Regulations.
The Parish Council took positive and inclusive steps to inform and consult with the
local community and other stakeholders on the review using a variety of means. This
included where the review documents could be viewed and the methods by which a
response could be given. This consisted of:
• The Parish Council website (see https://www.ashover-pc.gov.uk) being used to
inform the community of the proposed review and keep them informed of progress.
• Discussions at Parish Council meetings.
• The review documents being made available for inspection on the Parish Council’s
dedicated Neighbourhood Plan web page (see Appendix A and ashoverneighbourhood-plan-review-(january-2020)-statement-of-proposed.pdf (ashoverpc.gov.uk)) together with supporting information.
• Promotion through social media including the Council’s twitter feed (see Appendix
B).
• Parish Councillors and the Parish Clerk encouraging people to respond.
• All relevant statutory and non-statutory consultation bodies (the full list of
consultees is set out in Appendix D) being notified electronically or by letter (see
Appendix C).
• The landowner of the concerned Local Green Space being specifically contacted.
• Notices being placed on Parish Council notice boards and other community
buildings across the Parish (see Appendix E).
From the outset and throughout the review process the Parish Council liaised and
worked closely with officers from North East Derbyshire District Council.
Ten responses were received from members of the public and a wide range of other
organisations.
Most offered no comment or made no objection to the proposal.
The owner of the concerned site welcomed the proposal.
In their response, North East Derbyshire District Council questioned the need for the
modification and considered that it would be more appropriately addressed as part of
a wider review of the Plan that will be necessary once a new District Local Plan is
adopted.
Additionally, North East Derbyshire District Council agreed that the proposal
constitutes a material modification that does not change the nature of the Plan and
made suggested minor changes to the wording of the Policy AP 14.
A summary of consultation responses received was produced, setting out the main
comments received and how the Plan has been amended in response to the comments
received and is set out in Appendix F.
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The amendments and the revised Plan were considered by the Parish Council, and
the documents amended accordingly. The Parish Council formally agreed on the
submission of the modification document at its meeting on 27 September 2022. The
document was submitted by Ashover Parish Council to the North East Derbyshire
District Council on 4 October 2022. It had been anticipated that it would have been
submitted much earlier but progress was delayed by the COVID pandemic.

4.0

NEXT STEPS

The review document and supporting evidence are now ready to be submitted to North
East Derbyshire District Council who will publicise it for a further six weeks and then
forward it, with accompanying documents and all representations made during the
publicity period, to an Independent Examiner who will review it and check that it meets
the ‘Basic Conditions’.
The Examiner will then discuss the significance of the modification compared to the
original Neighbourhood Plan with North East Derbyshire District Council and the Parish
Council before a decision is taken about whether a referendum of people on the
electoral role in the Parish is required to determine whether it should be brought into
force (‘Made’) and become part of district-wide policy.

5.0

CONCLUSIONS

We respectfully submit to the Examiner that this Consultation Statement and the
supporting Appendices are provided to comply with Section 15(2) of part 5 of the 2012
Neighbourhood Planning Regulations (as amended).

Appendix A – An example of publicity from Ashover Parish Council
website
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Appendix B – An example of publicity from Ashover PC Twitter Feed

Appendix C – Email sent to statutory and other consultees

Appendix D – List of Statutory and other consultees
A local planning authority, county council or parish council any part of whose area is in or
adjoins the area of the local planning authority;
•

Dan Swaine, Joint Chief Executive of North East Derbyshire and Bolsover District
Councils dan.swaine@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk

•

Dorcas Bunton, Chief Executive, of Derbyshire Dales District Council c/o
enquiries@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
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•

Sarah Fowler, Chief Executive of Peak District National Park Authority c/o
customer.service@peakdistrict.gov.uk

•

Mike Ashworth, Executive Director for Economy, Transport and Environment, Derbyshire
County Council, c/o planning.policy@derbyshire.gov.uk
Parish Councils adjoining parish boundary:-

•

Wingerworth Parish Council: wingpc@aol.com

•

Brackenfield Parish Council: clerk@brackenfieldparishcouncil.org.uk

•

Clay Cross Parish Council: clerk@claycross.gov.uk;

•

Holymoorside & Walton PC: holymoorsideandwaltonpc@btconnect.com;

•

Stretton Parish Council: Strettonpc@aol.com;

•

Beeley Parish Council: beeleyparishcouncil@gmail.com;

•

Matlock Town Council: enquiries@matlock.gov.uk;

•

Darley Dale Town Council: townclerk@darleydale.gov.uk;

•

Tansley Parish Council: clerk@tansleyparish.com;

•

Rowsley Parish Council: rowsleyparishcouncil@gmail.com;
The Coal Authority;

•

The Coal Authority.
200 Lichfield Lane
Mansfield
Nottinghamshire
NG18 4RG
e-mail thecoalauthority@coal.gov.uk
The Homes and Communities Agency;

•

Homes and Communities Agency (Leeds Office)
1st Floor Lateral
8 City Walk
Leeds
LS11
e-mail mail@homesandcommunities.co.uk
Natural England;

•

Natural England

Proposed Modification to the Made Ashover Neighbourhood Plan – Consultation Statement

6
Foundry House
3 Millsands
Riverside Exchange
Sheffield
S3 8NH
e-mail enquiries@naturalengland.org.uk
The Environment Agency;
•

Environment Agency
National Customer Contact Centre
PO Box 544
Rotherham
S60 1BY
Email enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk
The Historic Buildings and Monuments Commission for England (known as English
Heritage);
Historic England
44 Derngate, Northampton
E-mail: clive.fletcher@historicEngland.org.uk
Network Rail Infrastructure Limited;

•

Network Rail
1 Eversholt Street
London, NW1 2DN
No generic email but have used this in the past
e-mail mediarelations@networkrail.co.uk
townplanningLNE@networkrail.co.uk
The Highways Agency;

•

The Highways Agency
Federated House
London Road
Dorking
RH4 1SZ
PlanningM@highwaysengland.co.uk
Simon.jones@highwaysengland.co.uk
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Any person—
To whom the electronic communications code applies by virtue of a direction
given under section 106(3)(a) of the Communications Act 2003; and
Who owns or controls electronic communications apparatus situated in any part
of the area of the local planning authority;
•

BT Group plc
BT Centre
81 Newgate Street
London EC1A 7AJ
No generic email address but could try
e-mail newsroom@bt.com
plus EE
public.affairs@ee.co.uk
Primary Care Trust;

•

NHS Derby and Derbyshire Clinical Commissioning Group
e-mail ddccg.enquiries@nhs.net
A person to whom a licence has been granted under section 6(1)(b) and (c) of the
Electricity Act 1989(8);

•

National Grid
Customer Support Team
National Grid
Brick Kiln Street
Hinckley
Leicestershire
LE10 0NA
Email: customersupport@nationalgrid.com
A person to whom a licence has been granted under section 7(2) of the Gas Act
1986(9);

•

British Gas
e-mail customerservice@britishgas.co.uk
A sewerage undertaker;
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Severn Trent Water Ltd

•

Customer Relations
PO Box 5310
Coventry
CV3 9FJ
Email - customer.relations@severntrent.co.uk
A water undertaker;
Severn Trent Water Ltd

•

Customer Relations
PO Box 5310
Coventry CV3 9FJ
Yorkshire Water
Clare.dunlop@yorkshirewater.co.uk
Voluntary bodies some or all of whose activities benefit all or any part of the
neighbourhood area;
•

The Chesterfield and North East Derbyshire Council for Voluntary Service and Action
Limited (Links CVS)
No.1 Rose Hill East
Chesterfield
S40 1NU
Email: linkscvs@btconnect.com

•

Campaign to Protect Rural England
National Office
5-11 Lavington Street
London
SE1 0NZ
Email: info@cpre.org.uk
Bodies which represent the interests of different racial, ethnic or national groups in the
neighbourhood area;

•

The Chesterfield and North East Derbyshire Council for Voluntary Service and Action
Limited (Links CVS)
No.1 Rose Hill East
Chesterfield
S40 1NU
Email: linkscvs@btconnect.com

•

Derbyshire County Council (equality and diversity team)
E-mail equalityanddiversity@derbyshire.gov.uk
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Bodies which represent the interests of different religious groups in the neighbourhood
area;
•

•

The Chesterfield and North East Derbyshire Council for Voluntary Service and Action
Limited (Links CVS)
No.1 Rose Hill East
Chesterfield S40 1NU
Email: linkscvs@btconnect.com
All Saints Church of England Church - Ashover
Bodies which represent the interests of persons carrying on business in the
neighbourhood area;

•

Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire and Leicestershire Chamber of Commerce
(Chesterfield Office)
Commerce Centre
Canal Wharf
Chesterfield
S41 7NA
E-mail:info@dncc.co.uk
Bodies which represent the interests of disabled persons in the neighbourhood area;
Derbyshire Coalition for Independent Living
Park Road
Ripley
Derbyshire DE5 3EF
E-mail info@dcil.org.uk
Other
Derbyshire Police – local SNT Team - Michael.Coates.4412@Derbyshire.PNN.Police.UK
Derbyshire Wildlife Trust – E-Mail: enquiries@derbyshirewt.co.uk
Police and Crime Commissioner for Derbyshire – Email:
pccoffice@derbyshire.pnn.police.uk
Rykneld Homes – Email: contactus@rykneldhomes.org.uk
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Appendix E – Consultation Flyer

ASHOVER PARISH COUNCIL
www.ashover-pc.gov.uk

Sara Atkinson
PARISH CLERK
The Sports Pavilion
Milken Lane
Ashover
CHESTERFIELD
S45 0BA
TEL: (01246) 863018
E-mail:
parishclerk@ashover-pc.gov.uk

02 December 2019

Consultation on proposed Modifications to Ashover Parish Neighbourhood Plan
In February 2018 the Ashover Parish Neighbourhood Plan successfully passed Referendum
with a 93% vote in favour.
Ashover Parish Council, in consultation with the community, has reviewed the Plan ensure
that it is up to date and generally fit for purpose. This has resulted in one proposed
modifications to the Approved Plan:
• An amendment to a designated Local Green Space - site Number 9 ‘two small area of Land
off Alton Hill, Alton’ (Policy AP 14 Local Green Spaces).
We are now seeking views of people who live, work or carry on business in the Parish on
the proposed modifications. The deadline for comments is Monday 3rd February 2020.
To view the proposed modifications:
An Addendum (plus supporting evidence) that outlines the proposed modifications
(including justification) and the proposed process to be followed to make the
modifications may be viewed online at www.ashover-pc.gov.uk. Prin ted copies of the
Addendum and supporting evidence are available to view at the Parish Councils Offices
by arrangement by ringing 01246 863018.
To Comment on the Proposed modifications:
 By Email to Ashover Parish Council at parishclerk@ashover-pc.gov.uk
 Send to, Ashover Parish Council, The Sports Pavilion, Milken Lane, Ashover, Chesterfield
S45 0BA

Thank you
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Appendix F – A summary of consultation responses received at the Regulation
14 consultation Stage and how the Plan has been amended in response to them.
Comment Received by
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Highways Agency
Landowner of the concerned site
Marsh Green Estates
Natural England
Environment Agency
CPRE
Beeley Parish Council
Derbyshire County Council
Coal Authority
North East Derbyshire District Council

No.

Body

Summary of Comments

Parish Council
Response

1

Highways Agency

I refer to the above referenced That you have no
consultation relating to the comments to make it is
proposed modifications
to noted.
Ashover Parish Neighbourhood
Plan,
and
confirm
that
Highways England have no
comments to make.

2

Landowner

Thank you for sending this. We You support for the
are happy for this to run its proposal is noted and
course but I do wish to put on welcomed.
record that this modification is
not the result of "changed
circumstances". Describing our
land as an "open area of grass"
and including it in the initial plan
as a green space was an error
made by the assessor. It is
actually used as a parking area
for Foxglove and Columbine
Cottages (our ownership is
evidenced by the entry on The
Land Registry). We pointed all
of this out during the
consultation period but no
changes were made.
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3

Marsh
Green Thank you for the update on the
Estates Ltd
Councils proposed modification
to the APNP, Marsh Green
Estates Ltd have no comments
or objection to the modification
proposed. Please keep me
updated on future amendments
as they arise.

4

Natural England

5

Environment
Agency

6

CPRE

7

8

9

10

That you have no comment
or objection to make it is
noted. We will keep you
updated on future
amendments.

No comments to make.

That you have no
comments to make it is
noted.
We have no objection to an That you have no objection
amendment to a designated to make it is noted.
Local Green Space - site
Number 9 within the Ashover
Parish Neighbourhood Plan.

Unfortunately, at present, we
do not have the capacity to
make a constructive response
to your very detailed plan. I
wish you success with it and
hope that it is fully approved
soon.
Beeley
Parish Beeley
Parish
Council
Council
considered this at their meeting
this evening. They have no
comments to make but wish to
congratulate you on your
perseverance
Derbyshire County Thank you for consulting
Council
Derbyshire County Council
(DCC) on the proposed
modification
to
Ashover
Neighbourhood Plan relating to
an amendment to a designated
Local Green Space. DCC has
no comments to make on the
proposed modification.

This general support is
welcomed.

Coal Authority

That you have no
comments to make it is
noted.

North East
Derbyshire DC

I can confirm that the Coal
Authority has no specific
comments to make on this
issue.
In practical terms the removal
of this site from the Local Green
Space designation will have no
discernible effect. The land lies
within an area of open

That you have no
comments to make it is
noted.

That you have no
comments to make it is
noted.

Noted. The Parish Council
considers that the
proposed change is
desirable and
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11

North East
Derbyshire DC

12

North East
Derbyshire DC

13

North East
Derbyshire DC

14

North East
Derbyshire DC

countryside and would continue
to be subject to policy
constraints of visual, amenity
and heritage impact, including
Local and Neighbourhood Plan
countryside
development
policies
and
the
Neighbourhood Plan Design
and Dry Stone Wall policies.
It is also considered that a
modification at this time would
be premature, given the District
Council has reached an
advanced stage in preparing a
new Local Plan, which once
adopted, may in itself prompt
the need for a review of the
Ashover Neighbourhood Plan.
This could happen within the
next12 months.
In addition to the above, the
resource impacts for this
Council in processing any
submitted modification together
with the costs of appointing an
external examiner would be
significant, and in my view
would outweigh any tangible
benefits that could be realised
from the modification. A
modification of this nature
would be more appropriately
addressed as part of a wider
review of the Neighbourhood
Plan that will be necessary
once a new District Local Plan
is adopted. For these reasons I
consider that the proposed
change is unnecessary in
practical terms and I would urge
the
Parish
Council
to
reconsider the benefits of
proceeding to the submission
stage.
I would agree that the proposal
constitutes a material
modification that does not
change the nature of the Plan.

proportionate. The review
was prompted following
representations from the
concerned landowner.

If the new Local Plan
prompts a review of the
Neighbourhood Plan this
will be add

Noted.

That you agree that the
proposal constitutes a
material modification that
does not change the nature
of the Plan is welcomed.
The proposed modification It agreed to make this
would in fact require a change.
modification to the policy, so
that it refers to a single piece of
land, rather than two. Policy
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AP14 refers to site Number 9
as: ‘two small areas of Land off
Alton Hill, Alton’. As the eastern
side of the site is intended to be
removed it will be necessary to
reword the policy to: ‘a small
area of Land off Alton Hill,
Alton’. It is my view that this is a
relatively minor modification,
(although it is material in nature
because it amends the wording
of a policy), it would be a
consequential change and
would not in itself alter the
nature of the plan.
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