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Introduction

The Ashover Neighbourhood Plan (the Neighbourhood Plan) is at the draft Submission stage.
In order to assess any significant environmental effects, a Strategic Environmental
Assessment (SEA) of the plan has been undertaken.
A Scoping Report was prepared and published in July 2016, following a Screening Opinion in
March 2016. The joint ‘Strategic Environmental Assessment and Habitats Regulation
Assessment Screening Report for the Neighbourhood Plan, March 2016’ concluded that “it is
unlikely that there will be any significant environmental effects from the Neighbourhood Plan
Pre-Submission Draft. On this basis a full SEA will not be required to be undertaken.”
In accordance with regulation 9 of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes
Regulations 2004, the environmental assessment consultation bodies were consulted;
The Environment Agency stated that they were in agreeance with the SEA Screening Report;
that the plan does not require an SEA to be undertaken “as it is unlikely that it will result in
significant environmental effects.”
Historic England noted the two site allocations in the Draft NP adjacent to the Ashover
Conservation Area and other heritage assets and stated “we are of the view, at this time, that
there may well be significant impacts on the historic environment and it is our view that a SEA
is likely to be required.”
Natural England stated “Natural England disagrees with the screening report and considers
that an SEA would be required because of the likely significant environmental impact which
would result from the implementation of Policy AP5 and AP6 of the Neighbourhood Plan.”
More specifically, Natural England note the following aspects of the Plan:
“Policy AP5 and AP6 allocate sites for development thus make provision for the delivery
of approximately 58 dwellings;
Is in close proximity to Sites of Special Scientific Interest; and
The North East Derbyshire Local Plan and the accompanying Strategic Environmental
Assessment and Sustainability Appraisal is at an early stage of preparation and
therefore cannot be relied upon until adoption. If the Ashover plan is to be progressed
in advance of the adoption of the Local Plan, it may need a Strategic Environmental
Assessment.”
In light of the advice received from the environmental assessment consultation bodies, a
strategic environmental assessment will be carried out and an environmental report prepared
in accordance with Regulation 12 of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes
Regulations 2004.
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Strategic Environmental Assessment

The basis for Strategic Environmental Assessment is European Directive 2001/42/EC and in
England the Directive (The Directive) has been transposed via the Environmental Assessment
of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004.
Draft neighbourhood plans are required to meet a set of basic conditions in order to proceed
to referendum. One of the basic conditions stipulates that ‘the making of the plan does not
breach and is otherwise compatible with EU obligations.’ Directive 2001/42/EC and
Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations (2004) specify the types
of plans that must be subject to an environmental assessment.
A ‘screening’ assessment of a draft neighbourhood plan in accordance with Environmental
Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations (2004) establishes whether the plan is
likely to have significant environmental effects. If likely significant environmental effects are
identified, an environmental report must be prepared in accordance with paragraphs (2) and
(3) of regulation 12 of those Regulations.
This SEA Report follows the steps set out in ‘A Practical Guide to the Strategic Environmental
Assessment Directive’ (2005).
The SEA process1
Stage A: Setting the context and objectives, establishing the baseline and deciding on scope.
A1

Identify other relevant plan, policies and programmes

A2

Collect baseline information

A3

Identify environmental problems

A4

Develop SEA objectives

A5

Consult on scope of SEA

Stage B: Developing and refining alternatives and assessing effects
B1

Test plan objectives against SEA objectives

B2

Develop strategic alternatives

B3

Predict effects of the plan, including alternatives

B4

Evaluate effects of the plan, including alternatives

B5

Mitigate adverse effects

B6

Propose measures to monitor environmental effects of plan implementation

Stage C: Preparing the Environmental Report
C1

Prepare the Environmental Report

Stage D: Consulting on the draft plan and Environmental Report
D1

Consult community and Consultation Bodies on draft plan and Environmental Report

D2

Assess significant changes

D3

Make decisions and provide information

Stage E: Monitoring the significant effects of implementing the plan on the environment

1

E1

Develop aims and methods for monitoring

E2

Respond to adverse effects

Adapted from ‘A Practical Guide to the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive’ 2005
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Neighbourhood planning

Neighbourhood planning commenced in 2012 with the introduction of the Government’s
Localism Act. Local communities are able to produce neighbourhood plans for their area,
guiding future development to meet their needs and aspirations. A neighbourhood plan, if
successful at referendum, will form part of the statutory development plan for the area.
The neighbourhood plan must meet a set of Basic Conditions in order to proceed to
referendum. The basic conditions are set out in paragraph 8(2) of Schedule 4B to the Town
and Country Planning Act 1990 as applied to neighbourhood plans by section 38A of the
Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. The neighbourhood plan must:





contribute to the achievement of sustainable development;
have regard to national policies and guidance issued by the Secretary of State;
be in general conformity with the strategic policies contained in the development plan
for the area.; and
not breach, and be otherwise compatible with, EU obligations.

The Directive states that the SEA should include information on the “relationship of the plan
with other relevant plans and programmes.” These plans and programmes are outlined and
discussed in section 3 of this report.

1.3

Ashover Neighbourhood Plan

The key aim of the Neighbourhood Plan is to provide a strategic and long-term plan for the
area that reflects the values of those living in the area. Whilst the objectives of the Plan
recognise the need for housing, they also seek to direct this development to the most
sustainable locations, taking into consideration local needs and the special environmental
qualities. Importantly, the Neighbourhood Plan does not seek to duplicate national or district
wide planning policies, but rather to add value by addressing local issues and opportunities.
The Neighbourhood Plan allocates land for new housing on five sites, considered as suitable,
available, achievable and generally acceptable to the local community. Planning approval has
been granted for one of these sites, subsequent to finalisation of the draft submission
Neighbourhood Plan.
The Neighbourhood Plan has been prepared by the Ashover Neighbourhood Plan Steering
Group and covers the time period 2016 to 2031. The Plan area encompasses the whole of the
Parish of Ashover.
Ashover Parish is one of the largest and most sparsely populated parishes in the country. The
built environment is generally very good. There are a number of buildings and structures of
national and historic interest, including over 50 Listed Buildings. There is a Conservation Area
based on the historic core of Ashover. Consultation shows that this historic and attractive built
heritage is highly prized and cherished by the local community. The Parish has a good and
diverse natural environment, including some of the finest Derbyshire landscape outside of the
Peak National Park.
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The Plan is now at the submission consultation stage and has been formally submitted to
North East Derbyshire District Council.
Figure 1: Ashover Neighbourhood Plan Area
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Neighbourhood Plan objectives
Objective 1
Objective 2
Objective 3
Objective 4
Objective 5
Objective 6
Objective 7

Ensure that development takes place in the most sustainable locations;
Encourage the right types of development that meet local needs;
Conserve and enhance heritage assets and their settings;
Protect important community facilities and shops;
Promote high quality design in new development;
Protect the countryside and special landscape;
Protect open spaces that are important to the community and/or wildlife;
and
Objective 8 Seek ways of addressing the problems of traffic congestion.
Neighbourhood Plan policies
AP1

Presumption in Favour of Sustainable Development

AP2

Development within Limits to Development –Alton, Ashover, Fallgate, Littlemoor and
Kelstedge.

AP3

Development Proposals Outside the Defined Limits of Development – treated as open
countryside.

AP4

New Housing Provision – minimum housing target of 58 new dwellings over the period
2014 to 2031 met by sites allocated in accordance with Policy AP5 and windfall sites.

AP5

New Housing Allocations – 5 sites proposed

AP6

Windfall Housing Sites – for small (less than 5 dwellings) within the defined Limits for
Development

AP7

New Housing Mix – provide a mixture of housing type and sizes to meet identified local
needs. Priority given to smaller homes e.g. 3 bedrooms or less

AP8

Affordable Housing – included as part of all new housing developments

AP9

Existing Employment Uses – protection of existing employment use

AP10

New Small Scale Employment Related Development – Support for small scale
employment related development

AP11

Protection and Enhancement of Shopping Provision

AP12

Protection and Enhancement of Community Facilities

AP13

Assets of Community Value – protection of designated Assets of Community Value

AP14

Design

AP15

Listed Buildings – conserve and enhance its site and setting

AP16

Buildings and Structures of Local Heritage Interest – conserve and enhance its character
and setting

AP17

Dry Stone Walls – retain and enhance
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AP18

Special Landscape Area – development permitted with provisions

AP19

Important Local Green Spaces – protected

AP20

Biodiversity – support for proposals that conserve and enhance biodiversity

AP21

Important Trees, Hedges and Woodlands – protection and integration of trees, hedges
and woodland of good arboricultural, ecological and amenity value

AP22

Renewable Energy and Low Carbon Technologies

AP23

Noisy Sports – viewed sympathetically with provisions

AP24

Traffic – development proposals not result in severe direct or cumulative adverse impact on
congestion or road and pedestrian safety.

AP25

Traffic Management – traffic measures to improve vehicular and pedestrian safety and
movement.

AP26

Traffic Management – traffic measures to exclude inappropriate heavy vehicles from certain
routes

AP27

Footpaths, Cycleways and Bridleways – protection of existing network

AP28

Footpaths, Cycleways and Bridleways – improvements to existing network

2.0

The scope of the SEA

The scoping stage seeks to identify the scope and level of detail of the information to be
included in the environment report, thereby ensuring it is relevant and proportionate to the
Neighbourhood Plan. A scoping report was developed in accordance with government
guidance for undertaking SEA in compliance with the SEA Directive and published in July
2016.
Sections 3.0 to 6.0 provide an overview of the scope of the SEA.

2.1

Consultation of the SEA Scope

In accordance with the requirements of the SEA Directive, the ‘statutory consultation bodies’
were consulted on the scope and level of detail contained within this report for a six-week
period during July and August 2016. A total of four responses were received.
A summary of the responses is included at Appendix B. The comments have been
incorporated within this document where relevant. Notably, Historic England suggested
amending the terminology of Neighbourhood Plan objective 3, to ensure that historic
landscapes and Conservation Areas are considered as part of the historic environment.
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Stage A: Setting the context and objectives, establishing the
baseline and deciding the scope
3.0

Policy context and review of other relevant plans (task A1)

The Directive states that the SEA should include;
 The “relationship of the plan with other relevant plans and programmes”
 “the environmental protection objectives, established at international (European)
Community or (national) level, which are relevant to the plan and the way those objectives
and any environmental considerations have been taken into account during its
preparation.”
The objective of reviewing other relevant plans and programs is to establish how the
Neighbourhood Plan is effected by outside factors; the opportunity to address any
inconsistencies and take advantage of potential synergies. The plans and programs have
been presented under each of the SEA themes identified at Annex I(f) of the SEA Directive.

Air quality
Plan/ Program:
Author and Date:

Air Quality Strategy
DEFRA, 2000

Key messages


Provides specific UK targets for reducing air pollution and sets local authority responsibilities for
achieving these. It states that land use planning has a key role to play in contributing to these
targets.

Key implications for the Neighbourhood Plan


Seek to contribute to a reduction in air pollution through promotion of development which
supports a modal shift, clean technologies and the provision of open space.

Plan/ Program:
Author and Date:

National Planning Policy Framework
Department for Communities and Local Government, 2012

Key messages


Planning plays a critical role in reducing greenhouse gas emissions and thus providing resilience
to the impacts of climate change.



Planning policies need to comply with and contribute towards EU limit values or national
objectives for pollutants.



Planning decisions need to ensure that any new development in Air Quality Management Areas
is consistent with the local air quality action plan.

Key implications for the Neighbourhood Plan


Ensure policies contribute towards the reduction in pollutants by planning for new development
in locations and ways which reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
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Plan/ Program:

Derbyshire Local Transport Plan 2011-2026; a healthy future for local

Author and Date:

transport
Derbyshire County Council, 2011

Key messages


The plan provides a basis for transport policy to 2026; including transport investment aimed at a
more sustainable and healthy transport system managing carbon emissions and improving public
health and safety.



The transport goals are; supporting a resilient local economy; tackling climate change;
contributing to better safety, security and health; promoting equality of opportunity; improving
quality of life and promoting a healthy natural environment.



There are a number of transport priorities that seek to deliver the transport goals. These are;
well-maintained roads and rights of way; efﬁcient transport network management; improving local
accessibility and achieving healthier travel habits; better safety and security and a considered
approach to new infrastructure.

Key implications for the Neighbourhood Plan


Seek opportunities to include objectives and policies that support development which contributes
to improving local accessibility and encourage healthier travel habits.

Biodiversity and geodiversity
Plan/ Program:

EU Habitats and Conservation of Wild Birds Directives (92/43/EEC and

Author and Date:

79/409/EEC).
European Commission,

Key messages


To conserve fauna and flora and natural habitats of EU importance by the establishment of a
network of protected areas throughout the European Community. This is designed to maintain
both the distribution and abundance of threatened species and habitats.



Identifies endangered habitats and species requiring protection and need for re-establishment of
denuded biotopes.

Key implications for the Neighbourhood Plan


Further to protecting the integrity and interest of European sites, the Neighbourhood Plan will
need to consider policies to protect and where possible, enhance biodiversity.
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EU Biodiversity Strategy
European Commission, 2011

Key messages
Aims to deliver a Europe-wide target to halt the loss of biodiversity and the degradation of



ecosystem services in the EU by 2020.
One of the targets is to maintain and restore ecosystems and their services by promoting a green



infrastructure to reconnect fragmented natural areas and ensuring no net loss of biodiversity and
ecosystem services.
Key implications for the Neighbourhood Plan
Investigate opportunities to not only maintain and protect, but potential policies to enhance
ecosystems through reconnection of fragmented natural areas.



Plan/ Program:
Author and Date:

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)
Department for Communities and Local Government, 2012

Key messages
The planning system should contribute to and enhance the natural environment by:
-

protecting and enhancing valued landscapes, geological conservation interest and soils;

-

recognising the wider benefits of ecosystem services;

-

minimising impacts on biodiversity and providing net gains where possible;

-

ensuing new and existing development does not put at unacceptable risk; acceptable levels of
soil, air, water or noise pollution or land instability

Key implications for the Neighbourhood Plan


Ensure that the policies in the Neighbourhood Plan are environmentally sustainable including the
allocation of land with the least environmental value, protection and where possible enhancement
of protected wildlife, geodiversity sites or special landscape areas.

Plan/ Program:

Biodiversity Strategy 2020: A strategy for England’s wildlife and

Author and Date:

ecosystem services
DEFRA, 2011

Key messages


Sets out to halt overall biodiversity loss, support healthy, well-functioning ecosystems and
establish coherent ecological networks, with more and better places for nature for the benefit of
wildlife and people.

Key Implications for the Neighbourhood Plan


The Plan should take account of the provisions of the strategy, making the most of opportunities
to enhance wildlife habitats and restore degraded ecosystems in the process.
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Lowland Derbyshire Biodiversity Action Plan 2011 -2020
Lowland Derbyshire Biodiversity Partnership, 2011

Key messages


Identifies the basic actions to protect and enhance the key biodiversity of the region. Only those
habitats and species meeting the UKBAP definitions of ‘Priority Habitat’ or ‘Priority Species’ are
included in the targets for the Lowland Derbyshire Action Plans.



Focus on landscape-scale conservation, that is building very large functioning networks of
habitats to produce robust ecosystems.



Actions have been developed for Landscape Character Areas. Ashover Parish sits within the
Peak Fringe Area.



The primary habitat objective within the Peak Fringe is the ‘maintenance, restoration and
expansion of woodland and wetlands. The second objective is to increase the connectivity of
semi-natural habitats to make larger complexes, ideally using priority habitats wherever possible.

Key implications for the Neighbourhood Plan


Ensure that the Neighbourhood Plan is consistent with the broad objectives of the Lowland
Derbyshire Biodiversity Plan and look at opportunities that will contribute to habitat objectives of
the Peak Fringe Area.

Plan/ Program:
Author and Date:

A Greenprint for Biodiversity North East Derbyshire, updated 2010’2
Derbyshire Wildlife Trust and North East Derbyshire District Council

Key messages
Translates both the UK and the Lowland Derbyshire Biodiversity Action Plans to a local level and
sets out the habitats and species most important in North East Derbyshire District. Key action areas
include:


Protection of existing valuable biodiversity sites and the corridors that link them and priority
species are protected from inadvertent or deliberate harm



Sympathetic and consistent management of habitats to maintain their biodiversity value



Creation of new areas of habitat, particularly where these can link or extend existing ones



Seven species are prioritised for the District; ‘water vole’, ‘great crested newt’, ‘white clawed
crayfish’, ‘grass snake’, ‘bats’, ‘brown hare’ and ‘farmland birds’.



The habitats which have been identified as priorities are; ‘wildflower rich grassland’, ‘running
waters’, ‘standing waters’, ‘woodland’, ‘hedgerows’, ‘parkland and veteran trees’, ‘field margins’,
‘swamp, tall herb fen and mires’ and ‘heath and moor’.

Key implications for the Neighbourhood Plan


The Plan should take account of the aims of the document, making the most of opportunities to
protect and enhance wildlife habitats including; opportunities to promote the creation of priority
habitats in association with new development; promoting use of locally native species/ species
of value to wildlife in landscaping; and promoting use of Sustainable Drainage Systems (SUDs).

2

North East Derbyshire Greenprint – Adopted October 2008 and Updated June 2010 (online) Available at
http://www.ne-derbyshire.gov.uk/EasysiteWeb/getresource.axd?AssetID=4155. Accessed 28 May 2016.
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Climate change
Plan/ Program:
Author and Date:

UK Climate Change Act
UK Government, 2008

Key messages
 The Act introduced a statutory target for reducing carbon emissions by 80 per cent below 1990
levels by 2050, with an interim target of 34 per cent by 2020.
Key implications for the Neighbourhood Plan


The Neighbourhood Plan has the potential to contribute to mitigating and adapting to climate
change by influencing the location, scale and type of development. The Plan should look at
including policies that contribute towards achieving lower carbon emissions and greater
resilience to the impacts of climate change.

Plan/ Program:
Author and Date:

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)
Department for Communities and Local Government, 2012

Key messages



One of the core planning principles is to ‘Support the transition to a low carbon future
Planning plays a key role in securing reductions in greenhouse gas emissions, minimising
vulnerability and providing resilience through the following:
-

planning for new development in locations and ways which reduce greenhouse gas
emissions;

-

supporting energy efficiency improvements to new buildings;

-

setting local requirements for building’s sustainability in a way that is consistent with the
Government’s zero carbon buildings policy;

-

positively promoting renewable energy technologies and considering identifying suitable

-

avoiding increased vulnerability by directing development from areas at highest risk of
flooding.

areas for their construction; and

Key implications for the Neighbourhood Plan


Consider planning policies including development allocations in terms of potential to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions, including choosing locations that make use of public transport,
walking and cycling.
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Local Plan 2001 – 2011 (Saved Policies)
North East Derbyshire District Council

Key messages
The North East Derbyshire Local Plan provides the framework for the development of land in the
District up to 2011. The plan provides detailed guidance on where new development can take place
and sets out the factors that will be taken in to account when considering development proposals.
The Local Plan is now considered out of date, but a number of saved policies have been brought
forward until such a time that they are replaced by the local plan.
The saved policies related to climate change focus on:



Limiting development in areas at risk of flooding to specific circumstances
Supporting the renewable energy installations under specific conditions

Key implications for the Neighbourhood Plan


Consider the impact of policies on climate change. Identify policies that contribute to a reduction
in the carbon footprint and that mitigate any potential impacts.

Cultural heritage (architectural and archaeological heritage)
Plan/ Program:
Author and Date:

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)
Department for Communities and Local Government, 2012

Key messages
 Heritage assets should be conserved in a manner appropriate to their significance.
 The importance of not only the heritage asset but the contribution made by their setting.
 Significance can be harmed or lost through destruction or alteration of a heritage asset or
development within its setting.
Key implications for the Neighbourhood Plan


Ensure that planning policies including site allocations avoid harming the significance of both
designated and non-designated heritage assets including effects on their setting.
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Plan/ Program:

The Historic Environment and Site Allocations in Local Plans; Historic

Author and Date:

England Advice Note 3
Historic England, October 2015

Key messages
The document provides guidance to local authorities and those developing neighbourhood plans
regarding site allocations and ensuring that the historic environment plays a positive role.


Site allocations need to be supported by up-to-date and robust historic environment evidence
base. The evidence should relate to both designated and non-designated heritage assets.



Further evidence may be required including characterisation work, updating existing information
such as the significance of the asset and setting and site specific studies.



The site selection process needs to provide sufficient detail to support the inclusion of appropriate
sites or; justify omission, and; set out clear criteria for sites that are acceptable in principle.



Site allocation policies and/or supporting text should include reference to the historic environment
and specific heritage assets.

Key implications for the Neighbourhood Plan


Consider site allocations and their impact on the historic environment in line with the advice
provided.

Plan/ Program:
Author and Date:

North East Derbyshire Local Plan 2001- 2011 (Saved Policies)
North East Derbyshire District Council

Key messages
The North East Derbyshire Local Plan provides the framework for the development of land in the
District up to 2011. The Local Plan is now considered out of date, but a number of saved policies
have been brought forward until such a time that they are replaced by the emerging local plan. The
Saved Policies regarding the historic environment focus on:


Protecting scheduled ancient monuments and archaeological sites and nationally important sites,
including their setting and amenity value.



Limiting works and alterations to Listed Buildings to specific circumstances.



Limiting proposals for change of use of a listing building to specific circumstances.



Limiting development in the vicinity of a Listed Building to specific circumstances.



Limiting development within or adjacent to Conservation Areas to proposals that demonstrate
they can preserve or enhance the character of the Conservation Area.



Limiting demolition of unlisted buildings and structure within a Conservation Area to specific
circumstances.



Protection of historic parks and gardens

Key implications for the Neighbourhood Plan


The Plan must be in general conformity with strategic policies in the development plan for the
area. Ensure that the policies developed in the Plan are in general conformity with the Saved
Policies of the Local Plan 2001-2011 (in addition to evidence supporting the emerging local plan).
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North East Derbyshire District Council Historic Environment Study
North East Derbyshire District Council, 2012

Key messages
The study was produced to support the development of the emerging Local Plan. The study outlines
the sensitivity, diversity and value of the historic environment of the District and makes
recommendation for future policy.


The parish of Ashover is located in the ‘Rural West’ character area, typified by its historic
landscape patterns, preserved evidences of ancient settlements (reflected by the high proportion
of monuments on the HER) and traditional and original vernacular buildings that remain in
landscape surrounded by agricultural land.



The study recommends a number of replacement policies to those in the current 2005 Local Plan
including; all new development must preserve or enhance local character and distinctiveness of
the local area through:
-

use of local materials

-

use of Conservation Area Character Appraisals and Management Plans to ensure
preservation and enhancement of their individual character

-

protection of designated heritage assets and setting
protection and preservation of non-designated items (including HER and ‘locally Listed
assets)

-

Enhancing and preserving traditional character and original, traditional or vernacular
architectural features of developments and buildings.

Key implications for the Neighbourhood Plan


Ensure that the Neighbourhood Plan policies relating to the historic environment are in general
conformity to the recommendations in this study.
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Human health
Plan/ Program:
Author and Date:

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)
Department for Communities and Local Government, 2012

Key messages


The social role of the planning system involves facilitating ‘social interaction and creating healthy,
inclusive communities



A core planning principle is to ‘take account and support local strategies to improve health, social
and cultural wellbeing for all.’




Plan positively for the provision community facilities and services
Provide access to high quality open spaces for sport and recreation as a vital contributor to the
health and wellbeing of communities




Protection and enhancement of public rights of way
Plan accessible developments that encourage the community to walk and use public areas

Key implications for the Neighbourhood Plan


Planning can play a key role in the health of communities. Policies which improve access to
facilities and open space for people to socialise and recreate can have clear benefits to physical
and mental wellbeing. Planning environments that are safe and inviting to walk and cycle not
only promote healthy communities by virtue of increased physical activity, but also reduce the
need to travel by car, reducing congestion and improving air quality.

Landscape
Plan/ Program:
Author and Date:

The Landscape Character of Derbyshire
Derbyshire County Council,

Key targets/ indicators


The Derbyshire Landscape Character Assessment provide the context for spatial planning and
landscape policy in Derbyshire. A key aim is to support and complement planning policies by
ensuring new development respects and where practicable, contributes towards enhancing the
local character and sense of place of the landscape.



Derbyshire has been divided into Landscape Character Types (LCT) which are broad tracts of
landscape with similar characteristics. Planting and management guidelines for both trees and
woodland are provided for each LCT.



Endorses a sustainable approach to new development that is supported by a network of Green
Infrastructure that helps reinforce the landscape character in addition to contributing to our quality
of life.

Key implications for the Neighbourhood Plan


Identify the character types applicable to the Ashover Parish and the pressures transforming
them. Seek policies that respect and where possible enhance the landscape characteristics
through development.
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North East Derbyshire Local Plan 2001- 2011 (Saved Policies)
North East Derbyshire District Council

Key targets/ indicators
The North East Derbyshire Local Plan provides the framework for the development of land in the
District up to 2011. The plan provides detailed guidance on where new development can take place
and sets out the factors that will be taken in to account when considering development proposals.
The Local Plan is now considered out of date, but a number of saved policies have been brought
forward until such a time that they are replaced by the local plan.
The saved policies regarding the natural environment focus on:


Conserving/enhancing the distinctive landscape character of the District.



Limiting development within Special Landscape Areas to specific circumstances.



Protecting and managing features of importance to wild flora and fauna.



Limiting development likely to adversely impact on SSSI’s to specific circumstances.



Limiting development likely to adversely impact on other sites of importance for nature
conservation to specific circumstances.



Limiting development affecting national rare species to specific circumstances



Protecting established or ancient woodland and important hedgerows and trees that make a
significant contribution to the character and amenity of the area.

Key implications for the Neighbourhood Plan


The Plan must be in general conformity with strategic policies in the development plan for the
area. The development plan for Ashover Parish is the saved policies from the North East
Derbyshire Local Plan 2001- 2011. Given that the saved policies are now quite dated, a
pragmatic approach will be required, that also takes into consideration the evidence gathered to
support the emerging local plan.

Natural resources
Plan/ Program:
Author and Date:

Derby and Derbyshire Minerals Local Plan
Derbyshire County Council and Derby City Council; April 2000

Key targets/ indicators


The plan sets out policies and proposals for mineral working in Derbyshire. Its aim is to provide
for the future supply of minerals, whilst ensuring that the environment is satisfactorily protected.
The plan is dated and a current and a new Minerals Local Plan is being developed to guide
mineral-related development until 2030.

Key implications for the Neighbourhood Plan


Neighbourhood plans can not include matters relating to mineral extraction.
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October 2016

Derby and Derbyshire Waste Local Plan
Derbyshire County Council and Derby City Council, March 2005

Key targets/ indicators


This local plan explains the situations in which planning permission for waste development will
be granted or refused. A new waste plan is currently being undertaken and will replace the
existing Waste Local Plan. The policies cover:



-

development associated with recycling (such as recycling centres)

-

reuse of water (such as community compositing areas and plants to process waste

-

disposal of waste

The North-East Derbyshire Sub-Area contains Derbyshire’s most recently-closed deep coal
mines and this legacy along with the former quarries explains why the area has been and could
continue to be self-sufficient in landfill. The plan notes that because of this former significant
disturbance, the waste planning authorities are not keen to encourage extended landfill activity
in the sub-area. It is concluded that a better solution might be to encourage the sorts of
development which would enable the area’s waste to be treated higher up the waste hierarchy.

Key implications for the Neighbourhood Plan


Consider potential policies that would encourage the reduction in waste and through reduction,
reuse and recycling.

Population
Plan/ Program:
Author and Date:

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)
Department for Communities and Local Government, 2012

Key targets/ indicators


Local Planning Authorities are required to significantly boost the supply of housing, ensuring that
local plan meet the full, objectively assessed needs for market and affordable housing.



Local Planning Authorities are required to prepare a Strategic Housing Market Assessment to
assess their full housing needs; identifying the scale and mix of housing that the local population
in is likely to require over the plan period.



Neighbourhood plans should plan positively to reflect the strategic policies in the local plan and
should not promote less development than that set out in the local plan.

Key implications for the Neighbourhood Plan


The Neighbourhood Plan will need to take into consideration evidence gathered in support of the
emerging Local Plan in anticipation of potential housing allocation numbers. Given that housing
numbers have yet to be apportioned within the District, the Neighbourhood Plan will retain a
degree of flexibility to accommodate potential need based primarily on settlement hierarchy.
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October 2016

Local Plan Part 1 Initial Draft
North East Derbyshire Borough Council

Key targets/ indicators


Identifies Ashover as a large settlement in the settlement hierarchy.



New development will be focussed within and on the edge of towns and large settlements,



previously developed land and other areas in need of regeneration.
The recommended growth for Ashover is 115 dwellings between 2011 and 2031.

Key implications for the Neighbourhood Plan


The Neighbourhood Plan will need to take into consideration evidence gathered in support of the
emerging Local Plan in anticipation of potential housing allocation numbers. Given that housing
numbers have yet to be apportioned within the District, the Neighbourhood Plan will retain a
degree of flexibility to accommodate potential need based primarily on settlement hierarchy.

Water and soil
Plan/ Program:
Author and Date:

EU Water Framework Directive (2000/60/EC)
European Commission, 2000

Key targets/ indicators
The Directive has the following key aims:


establish a framework for the protection of inland surface waters, transitional water, coastal
waters and ground waters;



management of water by the spatial catchment of the river (River Basin Districts);



promotion of sustainable water use;



protect and enhance the status of aquatic ecosystems;




reduction of pollution groundwater and prevents its further pollution;
mitigating the effects of flood and droughts

Key implications for the Neighbourhood Plan


Ensure conformity with the relevant River Basin Management Plans and that the plan has no
significant negative effects on the quality of waters in and around the plan area.
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Plan/ Program:
Author and Date:

October 2016

Humber River Basin Management Plan
Environment Agency, 2015

Key targets/ indicators
The plan sets out environmental objectives for all groundwater and surface water bodies and
summarises the wide ranging programs of measures needed to meet the objectives.


The plan identifies measures to prevent deterioration and improve the quality of the water
environment, including controlling physical modifications, managing pollution from waste water,
managing pollution from towns, cites and transport (potential use of SuDs and water efficiency
measures), managing changes to natural flow and levels of water and managing pollution from
rural areas.



Priority river basin management issues for Derwent Derbyshire Catchment are:
-

Diffuse rural pollution

-

Diffuse and point source urban pollution
Impoverished biodiversity within catchment and barriers to fish movement.

Key Implications for the Neighbourhood Plan


Ensure conformity with the River Basin Management Plan and that the Neighbourhood Plan has
no significant negative effects on the quality of waters in and around the plan area.

Plan/ Program:

D2N2 Strategic Economic Plan

Author and Date:

The Local Enterprise Partnership for Derby, Derbyshire, Nottingham
and Nottinghamshire.

Key targets/ indicators


The D2N2 Strategic Economic Plan (SEP) sets out our proposals for raising growth rates in the
Derby, Derbyshire, Nottingham and Nottinghamshire area (D2N2). The Vision is that D2N2 will
become a more prosperous, better connected, and increasingly competitive and resilient
economy…’



The plan highlights issues that are specific to rural areas; particularly with regards to connectivity,
housing availability and affordability and economic opportunities.



Acknowledging its size and importance and the fact that one of the area’s priority sectors is the
visitor economy, the plan includes actions to support and further develop the rural economy. The
plan seeks to support the growth and diversification of rural enterprises and businesses including
the fast growing and innovative small firms, the agri-food sector and the visitor economy.
Furthermore, enhancing connectivity and digital infrastructure as superfast broadband is rolled
out.

Key implications for the Neighbourhood Plan


Recognise and where possible further support the local small business enterprise and tourism
and the contribution it makes not only to the broader economy but to the viability of the Parish.
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Plan/ Program:
Author and Date:

October 2016

Sheffield City Region Growth Plan
The SCR Local Enterprise Partnership, 2014.

Key targets/ indicators


The SCR Growth Plan or Strategic Economic Plan (SEP) sets out proposals for raising growth
rates in the Sheffield City Region.



The plan has set targets to narrow the economic gap with the UK over the next 10 years through
the creation of 70,000 jobs, to increase the Gross Value Added (GVA) by 10% (or £3bn) and to
create 6,000 additional businesses beyond baseline growth rates.



The plan aims for private sector growth, with higher levels of productivity, innovation and exports
in key sectors such as digital technologies, engineering, manufacturing and low carbon.

Key implications for the Neighbourhood Plan


4.0

Recognise and where possible further support local businesses.

Presenting the baseline information (task A2)

Baseline information provides the basis against which the likely effects of the emerging
Neighbourhood Plan is assessed. The Environmental report is required to consider:
-

the relevant aspects of the current state of the environment and the likely evolution
thereof without implementation of the plan; and
the environmental characteristics of areas likely to be significantly affected

In accordance with the Guidelines, the data collated is, relevant and appropriate to the spatial
scale of the Neighbourhood Plan. Where data was not available at the parish level, data has
been sourced for the District or regional level. The baseline data presented seeks to focus on
those aspects of the environmental character of the Plan area at level of detail sufficient to
identify key environmental issues.

Air quality
There are no Air Quality Management Areas within the Neighbourhood Plan area or indeed,
the District.3

3

Air Quality Progress Report 2010 and 2011 North East Derbyshire District Council in fulfilment of Part IV of the
Environment Act 1995 Local Air Quality Management. September 2011. Available at http://www.nederbyshire.gov.uk/environment-planning/environmental-health/pollution/air-pollution/. Accessed 10 June
2016.
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Biodiversity and geodiversity
Biodiversity
There are significant areas of ecological importance in the Plan area, which support valuable
populations of national and local Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) priority species. The Lowland
Derbyshire Biodiversity Action Plan4 identifies the priority, secondary and localised features
(habitats) in the Peak Fringe Action Area, which incorporates Ashover Parish.
The following features are noted in relation to the Peak Fringe in general and progress towards
targets (2011):
Woodland (Priority)
 Extensive areas of semi-natural and replanted ancient woodland with specific mention of
areas around Ashover.
 61% (of the target) of all Mixed Deciduous Woodland and 85% (of the target) of priority
Wet Woodland considered to be under management or assessed as favourable or
recovering condition.
Lowland Acid Grassland (Priority)
 Neutral and acid grassland scattered throughout the area with particular concentrations
notes on the slopes of the Amber and Derwent Valley.
 79% (of the target) of priority acid grassland and 81% (of the target) of sub-priority Acid
Grassland considered to be under management or assessed as favourable or recovering
condition.
Heathland (Secondary)
 Fragmented heathland blocks around Ashover
 53% (of the target) of priority Heathland and 100% (of the target) of sub-priority Heathland
considered to be under management or assessed as favourable or recovering condition.
Wood Pasture and Parkland (Secondary)
 53% of the area resource considered to be under management or assessed as favourable
or recovering condition.
Calcareous Grassland (Localised)
 Localised examples of Calcareous grassland and caiaminarian grassland around Ashover.
 50% (of the target) of priority Calcareous Grassland and 40% (of the target) of sub-priority
Calcareous Grassland considered to be under management or assessed as favourable or
recovering condition.
In general terms the Peak Fringe has the following challenges and opportunities:
 High proportion of BAP Priority habitat
 Good opportunities to conserve and enhance biodiversity
4

Lowland Biodiversity Action Plan 2011-2020; Lowland Derbyshire Biodiversity Partnership 2011 (online).
Available at
http://www.derbyshirebiodiversity.org.uk/news/files/Lowland_Derbyshire_Biodiversity_Action_Plan_20112020.pdf. Accessed 1 June 2016
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Potential for restoration of a more species-rich landscape
Much of woodland is ancient origin, unmanaged with encroaching invasive species
Only small fragments of heathland remaining, many are undermanaged and isolated by
more intensive woodland

Local Wildlife Sites and Local Nature Reserves
Ashover Parish contains a number of non-statutory designated sites. Local Wildlife Sites are
sites with ‘substantive nature conservation value.’ They are defined areas, selected locally for
their nature conservation value, based on important, distinctive and threatened habitats and
species that have a national, regional and local context. A study undertaken by the Derbyshire
Wildlife Trust highlighted that of the 193 Local Wildlife Sites in North East Derbyshire, 23%
were favourable, 46% unfavourable and 31% unknown.5
Ashover Rock, locally known at The Fabrick, is a local nature reserve. The reserve
incorporates an areas of heathland with panoramic views over the surrounding countryside.
Heathlands are important habitats for a variety of wildlife including bats, brown hare, song
thrush, reptiles and small heath butterfly. Much of the heathland across the country has been
lost, with only 200 acres left in Derbyshire outside of the Peak District National Park.
Geodiversity
The Parish is situated on outcrops of rocks of Carboniferous age (360 to 300 million years
old); the main Pennine ridge is to the west of the Plan area and Ashover itself is on a small
anticline on the Pennines’ eastern flank. The oldest rocks, in the centre of the Ashover
anticline, are volcanic ash and lava; in decreasing age the other rocks in the Plan area are in
the Bowland High Group (limestone, sandstone and mudstone), the Millstone Grit Group and
the Pennine Lower Coal Measures. Of particular interest are fossils in the Carboniferous
limestone and minerals (lead, fluorite and calcite) in areas where the volcanic rocks are
close to the limestone. Quarrying and associated industries based on geological raw materials
have been important in the economy if the Area.
Five Regionally Important Geological and Geomorphological Sites (RIGS) have been
recognised in the Parish as places where the features of geological interest can be
Demonstrated; Marsh Brook, Fabrick Rock, Butts Quarry, Hockley Quarry and Cocking Tor.
RIGS are the most important sites for geology and geomorphology outside statutorily
protected SSSI.

5

Derbyshire Wildlife Trust; The State of the Natural Environment in Derbyshire (online) Available at

http://www.derbyshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/sites/derbyshire.live.wt.precedenthost.co.uk/files/summary.pdf.
Accessed 1 June 2016
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Figure 2: Priority Habitats

Nationally designated site
The Parish incorporates one SSSI. Fall Hill Quarry is a site of mineralogical interest which in
2009 was reported as being in a favourable condition. English Nature highlights that
geological interests at these sites are finite and irreplaceable.
A second SSSI sits outside the boundary of the Neighbourhood Plan area. Ogston Reservoir
is located within 5km of the Ashover Neighbourhood Plan area and covers some 85 hectares.
It is an important wintering site for wildfowl and feeding site for wading birds. In 2013 the site
was assessed as being unfavourable, recovering.
European designated site
The South Pennine Moors Special Area of Conservation (SAC) is located within 5km of the
Ashover Neighbourhood Plan area. The moorlands support a breeding bird community of
national and international importance. The site is designated under article 4(4) of the Directive
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(92/43/EEC) as it hosts the following habitats; blanket bogs, European dry heaths, North
Atlantic wet heaths, old sessile oak woods and Transition mires and quaking bogs.6
According to the Moors for the Future Partnership, in the South Pennine Moors SAC, there is
226 km2 of SSSI (Site of Special Scientific Interest) blanket bog of which 88% is in
Unfavourable condition; 83% is in Unfavourable Recovering condition (with plans in place to
address failing condition) and just 11% is classified as being in Favourable condition.7
The South Pennine Moors are also classified as a Special Protection Area (SPA). The site
qualifies under article 4.1 of the Directive (79/409/EEC) as it is used regularly by 1% or more
of the Great Britain population of species of Merlin, Golden Plover and Short-eared Owl.8
Ashover Parish has a rich and diverse landscape including moors, heaths, woodland, quarries
and agricultural land. The Lowland Biodiversity Plan highlights the Peak Fringe area includes
a high proportion of BAP Priority areas, and whilst fragmented, there are opportunities to
restore Ashover’s heathlands which support a number of key species. The Neighbourhood
Plan seeks to protect the countryside and special landscape and protect open spaces that are
important to wildlife. Whilst a number of sites highlighted as having special conservation value
have specific statutory protection as designated sites, most do not. The Neighbourhood Plan
aims to conserve and enhance these sites.

6

EC Directive 92/43 on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna and Flora. Citation for Special
Area of Conservation (SAC). Available at
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/4973604919836672. Accessed 15 June 2016.
7
Moors for the Future Partnership; Business Plan 2014-2020. Available at
http://www.moorsforthefuture.org.uk/sites/default/files/MFFPBusinessPlan2013.pdf. Accessed 15 June 2016.
8
EC Directive 79/409 on the Conservation of Wild Birds Special Protection Area (SPA). Available at
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6145889668169728. Accessed 15 June 2016.
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Figure 3: Regionally Important Geological Sites
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Figure 4: SAC, SSSI’s and Impact Risk Zones
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Figure 5: All environmental designations
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Environmental designations and proposed housing sites
The draft Neighbourhood Plan proposes five potential housing sites. Each of these sites can
accommodate at least five dwellings, but no more than nine dwellings. The land allocated for
new housing and its relationship to environmental designations is identified in figure 5 and
appendix a. The sites are as follows:
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

Land off Moor Road, Ashover;
Land off Hockley Lane, Ashover;
Land off Fallgate;
Land east of Ashover Road, Kelstedge; and
Land west of Ashover Road, kelstedge.

Three of the sites allocated in this Plan have recently been approved:
a) Land off Moor Road, Ashover;
c) Land off Fallgate
e) Land east of Ashover Road, Kelstedge

Climatic factors
Carbon dioxide (CO2) is the main greenhouse gas, accounting for about 82 per cent of the UK
greenhouse gas emissions in 2013. Carbon emissions for North East Derbyshire in 2013 was
7.0 tonnes per capita. Like most local authority areas, there has been a downward trend in
carbon emissions. In 2005, North East Derbyshire recorded 8.1 tonnes per capita9 Carbon
emissions per capita from transport, higher for the District than the National total. The higher
levels of carbon emissions from transport could be attributed to the rural nature of the District
which increases dependence on the car. The Neighbourhood Plan seeks to ensure that
development takes place in the most sustainable locations. Establishing a limits to
development will focus development within the main settlements and thereby reduce the need
for travel to access key facilities and services. Furthermore, by supporting the retention and
improvement of footpaths, cycleways and bridleways, there is potential to encourage more
people to walk and cycle, rather than getting into their cars.

Cultural heritage (including architectural and archaeological heritage)
The Parish of Ashover is rich in buildings and structures of historical and architectural
significance. A significant number of these heritage assets are recognised through historic
environment designations. These include Listed Buildings which are nationally designated
conservation areas, which are designated at the local level and historic and archaeological
sites. These assets are protected either through legislation or planning policy.

9

UK local authority and regional carbon dioxide emissions national statistics 2005-2013, Department of Energy
and Climate Change, 25 June 2015 (online). Available at https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/uk-localauthority-and-regional-carbon-dioxide-emissions-national-statistics-2005-2013. Accessed 29 May 2016
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Conservation Area
There is a designated Conservation Area based around the village of Ashover, adopted in
1971. A risk assessment of the Ashover Conservation Area was undertaken as part of
(Historic Environment Study 2012) describing the current condition as optimal, vulnerability as
medium and concluding that the area was not at risk.
Listed buildings
There are 83 Listed Buildings; 82 of which are Grade II and one, the Church of All Saints, a
Grade I Listed Building (Historic England Listing). Of these 83 Listed Buildings, six are
identified on the Derbyshire County Council Risk Register10 as buildings at risk. The buildings
are listed below. They have been identified as having a risk grade 4 (slow decay; no solution
agreed) or grade 6 (immediate risk of further rapid deterioration or loss of fabric; no solution
agreed).







Common Bank Cottage
Dale Cottage Farmhouse
Dalebank Farmhouse
Eastwood Hall
Edlestow Hall Farm
Rose Cottage

Historic and archaeological sites
Further to Listed Buildings, there are 55 historic and archaeological sites recorded on the
County Historic Environmental Records (HER). This is a record of known above and below
ground archaeology. The Church of All Saints is a Grade I Listed Building that is also recorded
on the HER.
Ancient monument
The Parish has one scheduled Ancient Monument. The Stone Edge Smelt Mill at Moss Farm
is one of the best preserved examples in England of a reverberatory smelt mill. The site is of
amenity value since it lies in a prominent location beside a road. The chimney is a prominent
landmark. It is worth noting a second scheduled Ancient Monument that whilst outside the
Plan area, is located in close proximity to the parish boundary. The Ruins of Trinity Chapel is
located in the Brackenfield Parish.
Historic landscape character
The Historic Landscape Character Map (Derbyshire County Council) identifies a number of
historic landscapes for the Parish of Ashover. These have been referenced in the Historic
Environment Study 201211 as following:

10

http://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/resources/historicBuildings/by_district.aspx
North East Derbyshire District Council; Historic Environment Study District Overview, November 2012, Final
Draft. Available at http://www.ne-derbyshire.gov.uk/environment-planning/planning/planning-policy/localplan-2011-2033/evidence-base/historic-environment-study/. Accessed 15 June 2016.
11
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Locations

Post 1650 Enclosures with

West of Ashover

October 2016

irregular fields
Enclosures of unknown date

Particularly at the south of the settlement boundary

with irregular fields, contains
a number of HER sites
Industrial

Largest of which is the disused quarry site (Butts Quarry) to the south
west of Ashover and disused quarry kilns, one of which is identified
in the HER as Fall Hill limekiln, to the south east corner of the parish.

Reservoir

West of Kelstedge and includes Kelstedge Thread Mill which is
identified on the HER.

Ancient Enclosures fossilised

North of the existing settlement boundary (includes land that has

strip systems

been fossilised into parcels by boundaries that date back to the
medieval period).

Post

1650

Enclosure

Large area of land in the north of the Parish, containing a high

Parliamentary

Enclosure

proportion of HER sites; including Bronze Age implements, Sir or St

Award

Williams Well and the School House.

Managed

Largest area lies on boundary with Derbyshire Dales. A second area

plantations/Woodlands

is designated at Overton Hall, linking together a series of quarries
recorded on the HER; Ambervale Quarry, Dutton’s Quarry,
Greenend Quarry, Gregory Mine and Cocking Tor.

Recreational

The largest designation is in the centre or the village, the majority of
which is covered by a large HER site

Non designated heritage assets
Not all of the area’s historic assets are subject to statutory designations and there are a
number of buildings and structures which whilst not meeting the national criteria for listing
have been identified as being of considerable local heritage interest. The Historic Environment
Study (2012) highlights Eastwood Grange and Marsh Green Hall as having local historical
significance, worthy of inclusion on a local list.
New development within the Neighbourhood Plan area has the potential to impact on the
significance and setting of heritage assets. An assessment of traffic data12 provided by
Derbyshire County Council (collected in 2015) indicates that the traffic patterns in terms of
both volume and speed in Ashover appear to be fairly typical to those in smaller villages. It
has been concluded that the scope for future development would need to carefully considered
to avoid affecting the character of the village.
The Neighbourhood Plan recognises the importance of its cultural heritage and a key aim of
the Plan is to “protect important buildings and structures of historic and architectural interest.”

12

Transport Statement Ashover, Derbyshire; Assessment of Traffic Survey Data, January 2016. Yourlocale.
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Figure 6: Ashover Conservation Area
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Figure 7: Scheduled monuments and Listed Buildings
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Landscape
Areas of Multiple Sensitivity
The Landscape Character Assessment of Derbyshire assesses and categorises each
landscape type to guide the assessment of proposals for development in terms of their impact
in the landscape. Each landscape type has its own distinct vegetation, topography, settlement
pattern and biodiversity. Ashover Parish is situated within the Peak Fringe Landscape
Character Area; typified by enclosed moors and heaths and wooded slopes and valleys.
This work has also been used to identify those areas of landscape considered to be of multiple
environmental sensitivity relating to ecology, historic environment and landscape attributes. 13’
The Parish of Ashover includes both areas of primary sensitivity and secondary sensitivity.
The most sensitive areas, those classified as primary significance are shown to occur through
the Ashover Valley.
Special Landscape Areas
Special Landscape Areas are non-statutory conservation designation to categorise sensitive
landscapes. The Derbyshire Special Landscape Area Local Plan (June 1988) produced by
Derbyshire County Council sets out the areas designated as Special Landscape Areas and
these are subsequently recognised in the saved policies of the North Derbyshire Local Plan
2001-2011. These areas were identified as examples of the finest Derbyshire landscape
outside the Peak National Park and represent those areas of landscape most similar in
character to the national park.
Tranquility
Tranquillity is recognised as an important element in the NPPF given its significant contribution
to people’s enjoyment of the area and overall quality of life. The findings are based on research
undertaken by CPRE, which has examined a range of factors including topographical factors,
light pollutions, noise pollution, people’s perceptions of tranquillity and other influences. The
findings highlight tranquil areas occur particularly to the west of the County including the
Ashover Parish.
Modern development, such as new roads, light pollution and urban extensions, has had a
significant impact on tranquillity. The Neighbourhood Plan can play a pivotal role in protecting
our most sensitive landscapes by directing development away from areas of ‘Primary
Sensitivity’ and focussing on protection of their environmental assets. Policies to conserve
and enhance environmental assets can likewise be focussed on areas of Secondary
Sensitivity. The Neighbourhood Plan recognises the need to protect the local landscape. A
key aim is to ‘protect the countryside and special landscape’.

13

Derbyshire County Council Areas of Multiple Environmental Sensitivity 2013 (online) available at
https://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/images/Technical%20Support%20Document%201_AMES_tcm44-245630.pdf.
Accessed 26 May 2016

36

Strategic Environmental Assessment Report Ashover Parish Neighbourhood Plan

October 2016

Figure 8: Areas of Multiple Environmental Sensitivity (AMES)
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Natural resources
The EU target for the UK is to recycle at least 50% of waste generated by households by 2020.
There has been an increase in household waste recycled and composted in the North East
Derbyshire District from 42.6% in 2008/09 to 44.0% in 2014/15. This figure compares
favourably with a national household recycling rate of 44.8% in 2014. General waste collected
in the District has gradually decreased from 528kg per household in 2008/09 to 511kg in
2014/15.14

Population and human health
The resident population of Ashover at the time of the 2011 census15 was 1,905. The Parish
has a higher than average proportion of older residents with over 26% aged 65 years or over,
compared with 21% for the North East Derbyshire District and 16.3% national average.
The population of North East Derbyshire is predicted to grow by 4% between 2016 and 2031.
This compared to a 10% increase for the East Midlands in the same period.
Table 1: North East Derbyshire predicted population change16
Predicted
population
North

of
East

2016

2021

2026

2031

100,000

101,000

103,000

104,000

Derbyshire

A review of the housing need and characteristics of the Ashover Parish 17 indicates that at the
time of the 2011 Census, the average household size in Ashover Parish was 2.3 people which
is equal to the district and regional rates, but slightly lower than the 2.4 national average.
However, the average number of rooms per household at 6.8 is higher than the district (e.g.
North East Derbyshire) (5.6), regional (5.6) and national (5.4) rates.
People living in the Parish are also more likely to live in houses with a larger number of
bedrooms. The average number of bedrooms per household in the Parish stood at 3.2
compared with 2.8 for both the district and region and 2.7 for England as a whole.

14

Waste Action Plan for North East Derbyshire. Derbyshire and Derby City Joint Municipal Waste
Management Strategy 2013-2026. January 2016. Available at
https://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/images/Action%20Plan%20NEDDC%20final_tcm44-234578.pdf. Accessed 30
June 2016.
15
Ashover Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan Key Statistics available at http://www.ashover-pc.gov.uk/keystatistics.html (accessed 25 May 2016)
16
ONS; Subnational population projections for England: 2014- based projections (online) available at
http://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationprojections/dat
asets/localauthoritiesinenglandtable2. Accessed 30 May 2016
17
Ashover Neighbourhood Plan Supporting Evidence – Housing Needs and characteristics. Available at
http://www.ashover-pc.gov.uk/uploads/ashover-neighbourhood-plan-supporting-evidence---housing-needsand-characteristicsv1.pdf. Accessed 1 June 2016.

38

Strategic Environmental Assessment Report Ashover Parish Neighbourhood Plan

October 2016

There is evidence that under occupancy (having more bedrooms than the notional number
recommended by the bedroom standard) is an issue in the Parish. 55% of households have
two or more spare bedrooms and 30% had one spare bedroom. Under occupancy is higher
than district, regional and national rates.
The data suggests that older person households are more likely to under occupy their
dwellings. The Census allows us to investigate this using the commonly used ‘bedroom
standard’. Some 64% of pensioner households have an occupancy rating of +2 or more
(meaning there are at least two more bedrooms that are technically required by the household;
this compares with 51% for non-pensioner households). Further analysis indicates that under
occupancy is far more common in households with two or more pensioners than single
pensioner households.
In terms of health, 46.4% of the population of Ashover Parish reported to be of ‘very good
health’, compared with 43% for the District and 47.2% national average. Those reporting as
‘very bad health’ was 0.8%, compared to 1.5% for the District and 1.2% national average.
There was a lower proportion (7.7%) of those with a long-term health problem or disability
reporting ‘day to day activities limited a lot’ compared to 10.7% for the District and 8.3%
national average.
Ashover is characterised by low levels of deprivation, with 51.4% of households reporting as
‘not deprived in any dimension’, compared to 42.1% for the District and 42.5% national
average. Households reporting to be deprived in any of the 4 dimensions was lower than the
District and national average.
Figures for life expectancy are available at the County level. The Health Profile 201518 for
Derbyshire highlights that life expectancy in Derbyshire is similar to that of the national
average. At an electoral division level, the Wingerford and Shirland electoral division 2015
area summary profile19, incorporating Ashover, is above the county average with female life
expectancy at birth being one of the highest on the county. The all-age, all-cause mortality
rates for the division is significantly lower. However, the area has significantly higher levels of
people providing unpaid care in the area.

18

Public Health England (2015) Health Profile available at
https://observatory.derbyshire.gov.uk/IAS/custom/resources/areaprofiles/profiles2015/N07_Wingerworth_a
nd_Shirland_Area_Profile_2015_1.0.pdf#view=Fit (accessed 25 May 2016)
19
Derbyshire County Council 2015 Area Summary Profile Wingerworth and Shirland Electoral Division (online)
available at http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=50215&REGION=50153&LA=50145&SPEAR
(accessed 25 May 2016)
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Soil
The NPPF outlines the importance of protecting our soil and the best and most versatile
agricultural land. Soil quality has a strong influence on the quality of agricultural land. The
Agricultural Land Classification (ALC)20 provides a method for assessing the quality of
farmland. The ALC system classifies land into five grades.
The Parish includes category 3 ‘good to moderate’ and category 4 ‘poor’ agricultural land

Water
Water quality
The River Amber rises close to Ashover and flows southwards through Ogston Reservoir to
eventually join the River Derwent.
The Amber River falls under the Derbyshire Derwent Management Catchment and
The Derwent Mid Operational Catchment. A summary 21 identifies the status (health) of the
water environment in the catchment in 2009 as being generally moderate. In 2014, the status
of the water environment had deteriorated. The key reasons provided for not achieving good
status of water bodies included pollution from waste waters and physical modifications from
the water industry and agriculture and rural land management. The document highlights the
fact that proposals for projects on the River Amber are in development to deliver measures to
reduce pollutions from towns, cities and transport, another contributor to poor quality of the
water environment.
Flood risk areas
Figure 8 shows the area that could be affected by flooding from the river. The area is
categorised as Flood Zone 3 which means that this area could be flooded by a flood that has
a 1 per cent (1 in 100) or greater chance of happening each year.

20

Agricultural Land Classification Map East Midlands Region. Available
athttp://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/category/23033. Accessed 2 June 2016
21
Environment Agency; The Derbyshire Derwent Management Catchment; A Summary of information about the
water environment in the Derbyshire Derwent management catchment 2014. Available at
https://consult.environmentagency.gov.uk/portal/ho/wfd/draft_plans/consult?pointId=s1406201320330#sect
ion-s1406201320330. Accessed 8 June 2016.
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Figure 9: Flood Risk
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Likely evolution of the baseline without the Neighbourhood Plan

The identification of Ashover in the emerging Local Plan as a ‘large settlement’ means that is
likely to experience some small scale development. Alton, Fallgate, Kelstedge and Littlemoor
are identified as ‘small settlements’ with new development restricted to small scale and
targeted to meet local need. The sites put forward for housing in the Neighbourhood Plan
have been identified in the emerging Local Plan, three of which have been granted planning
permission during the time the Neighbourhood Plan has been produced.
The emerging Local Plan is timetabled to be in place within 3 years. The Local Plan will
introduce a raft of District wide strategies which will impact in some manner, on the
environment, irrespective of whether the Neighbourhood Plan in in place. Therefore, a
baseline without the Neighbourhood Plan would arguably include the Local Plan. This would
include the Saved Policies in the first instance, until such time that the new Local Plan is
adopted. A baseline that includes the emerging plan is not definitive, given that the details
are as yet not certain. However, it can be assumed that the Local Plan will implement the
National Planning Policy Framework. The Neighbourhood Plan has been produced in general
conformity with the Saved Policies and evidence base for the emerging Local Plan.
The topics outlined above should not be considered in isolation. Policies that are implemented
through the Neighbourhood Plan may impact upon different aspects of the environment in
different ways. Planning for local community needs, whilst not impacting negatively on the
environment now or in the future is the key premise of the Neighbourhood Plan. Whilst
potential negative issues are highlighted, there is a real opportunity to plan positively and bring
about improvements in the environment.

5.0

The key environmental issues (task A3)

The baseline data and review of plans and programmes have been used to determine the key
environmental issues for the Plan area. In accordance with the Guidance, the SEA will focus
on the environmental impacts which are likely to be significant.
The table summarises the key environmental issues identified in the process of developing
the Neighbourhood Plan and undertaking tasks A1 and A2
Topic

Issues Identified

Air



New housing development has the potential to lead to impacts on air quality
related to increased traffic flows.



Increased tourism with a focus on visitor economy has the potential to lead to
impacts on air quality related to increased traffic flows.

Biodiversity



The risk of further habitat fragmentation resulting from new development

and



High proportion of BAP Priority habitat

Geodiversity
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Much of the woodland is of ancient origin at risk form encroaching invasive

and

species. These are a vital component of the local environment because of the

Geodiversity

importance aesthetically, historically and their contribution to the protection and
enhancement of biodiversity.

Climatic




The presence of an SSSI and RIGS
The presence of a Special Area of Conservation within 5km of the NP area.



The proportion of carbon dioxide emissions attributable to transport and the

Factors

Historic

potential to further increase emissions through future development and
associated traffic.


environment

The potential for development to adversely impact historic landscapes and cause
direct damage to archaeological sites, ancient monuments and buildings and/or
their settings.

Landscape

Natural



Adverse impact on the Conservation Area and/or its setting



Historic environment assets are at risk of neglect or decay, illustrated by the
Listed Buildings at risk, but also non-designated sites.




Managing the impact of development on the character and distinctiveness of
the landscape and settlements.
Further loss of tranquillity from increased traffic




Impact on landscape quality from poor design and layout
Development pressures on non-designated sites and landscapes



Further increasing recycling rates and reducing general household waste to
landfill.

resources
Population



and health

Ageing population and the implications for housing, facilities, infrastructure and
services.



The need to retain and improve community facilities



Potential for new development and infrastructure to contribute to good health



through provision of and improvements to the pedestrian and cycling routes.
Impact of HGVs utilising narrow roads on safety and quality of life.

Soil



Moderate to poor quality soil

Water



The potential impact on the Ogston Reservoir SSSI including;
-

increases in nutrient levels within the waterbody from diffuse sources in

-

changes in the amount of water in the waterbody as a result of variations in

wider catchment resulting in a loss of aquatic plants in favour of algae;
inflowing streams impacting on nutrient regimes and habitats; and



increases in sediment entering the waterbody.

Poor water quality
The impact of agriculture on water quality

43

Strategic Environmental Assessment Report Ashover Parish Neighbourhood Plan

6.0

October 2016

Framework of objectives (task A4)

The SEA process uses a framework of objectives to assess the emerging elements of the
Neighbourhood Plan against the identified baseline. The proposed SEA framework below is
modelled on the Scoping Report for the Sustainability Appraisal of the NEDDC Core Strategy
(2012). Some of the objectives identified are beyond the scope of this SEA and/or are not
relevant to the neighbourhood plan level. A number of the objectives have been expanded to
reflect the local issues identified in the analysis of baseline data.
SEA Topics

SEA objectives

Appraisal question

Air quality; Soil, Water

1. Reduce air, soil and water

Will it lead to improved water quality of

pollution

both surface water and groundwater
features?
Will

it

adversely

impact

Ogston

Reservoir SSSI by altering the volume
of water in inflowing streams, or
increasing sediment levels and/or
nutrient levels entering the waterbody?
Will it lead to improved air quality?
Will it maintain and enhance soil
quality?
Biodiversity
geodiversity

and

2. Protect,
manage

enhance

and

biodiversity

and

geodiversity

Will it lead to a loss of or damage to
biodiversity interest?
Will it lead to habitat creation, matching
BAP priorities?
Will it maintain and enhance sites
nationally

designated

for

their

biodiversity interest and increase their
area?
Will it maintain and enhance sites
designated
interest?

for

their

biodiversity

Will it avoid habitat fragmentation?
Will it lead to a loss of or damage to
geodiversity interest?
Will it maintain and enhance sites
nationally
designated
geodiversity interest?

for

their
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SEA Objectives

Appraisal question

3. Ensure mitigation measures

Will it help limit potential increases in

to plan for the potential

flood risk likely to take place in the

impacts of climate change.

Parish as a result of climate change,
including linked to fluvial flooding from
surface water runoff and sewers?
Will

it

retain

infrastructure

existing

and

green

promote

the

expansion of green infrastructure to
help facilitate climate change and
adaptation?
Minimising

climate

Change

4. Minimise Ashover Parish’s
contribution

to

climate

change

Will it reduce
footprint?

Ashover’s

carbon

Will it reduce the need to travel?
Will it provide the opportunities for
walking and cycling to local shops and
facilities?
Will it provide adequate means of
access to public transport?

Historic environment;

5. Protect,

and

Will it preserve and enhance the

manage sites, features and

character or appearance of the
Conservation Area and its setting?

areas

enhance
of

historical

archaeological,
and

cultural

heritage importance.

Will it conserve, protect and enhance
heritage assets and their settings?
Will it conserve, protect and enhance
archaeological
setting?

Landscape and built
environment quality

6. Protect,

enhance

remains

and

their

and

Will it safeguard and enhance the

manage the character and

character of the landscape and local
distinctiveness and identity?

appearance of the landscape
and

built

environment,

maintaining

and

strengthening
distinctiveness
special qualities.

and

its

Will it safeguard and enhance the
character of the built environment and
local distinctiveness and identity?
Will it respect, maintain and strengthen
local distinctiveness and promote high
quality design?
Will it help limit noise pollution?
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Appraisal question

SEA Objectives

Will it help limit light pollution?
Will it encourage well-designed
high quality developments

that

enhance the built and natural
environment?
Natural resources

7. Protect and conserve natural
resources

Will it utilise derelict, degraded and
under-used land?
Will it lead to more efficient use of
land?
Will it lead to the loss of the best and
most versatile agricultural land?

Health and wellbeing

8. Safeguard

and

improve

community health, safety and
wellbeing

Does it consider the needs of the
Parish’s ageing population?
Will it improve road safety?
Will it encourage healthy active
lifestyles?
Will it improve and enhance the
district’s
network?

9. Reduce barriers for those living
in rural areas

green

infrastructure

Will it increase provision of local
services and facilities?
Will it improve accessibility by a
range

of

transport

modes

to

services and facilities from rural
areas?
Will it support the provision of
affordable housing in rural areas?
10. Provide
environmentally

affordable,
sound

good quality housing for all

and

Will

it

ensure

that

all

new

development contributes to local
distinctiveness and improves the
local environment?
Will it support the provision of a
range of housing types and sizes to
meet the needs
community?

of

the

local
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alternatives

and

Testing the Plan objectives against the SEA objectives (task
B1)

In order to refine the Neighbourhood Plan objectives and to assist in developing alternatives,
the Plan objectives have been tested against the SEA objectives to identify both potential
synergies and inconsistencies.
The table below illustrates that there is no incompatibility between the objectives in the
Neighbourhood Plan and the SEA objectives. Inevitably, given that the aim of the
Neighbourhood Plan has been to plan for growth in the Parish in a sustainable way; there is a
high degree of compatibility and/or neutrality between the two sets of objectives. It is therefore
considered that no changes are required to the Plan objectives.
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2. Protect, enhance and manage biodiversity and
geodiversity

3. Ensure mitigation measures to plan for the potential
impacts of climate change.

4. Minimise Ashover Parish’s contribution to climate
change

5. Protect, enhance and manage sites, features and
areas of archaeological, historical and cultural
heritage importance.

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and
appearance of the landscape and built environment,
maintaining and strengthening distinctiveness and its
special qualities.
7. Protect and conserve natural resources

8. Safeguard and improve community health, safety
and wellbeing

9. Reduce barriers for those living in rural areas

10. Provide affordable, environmentally sound and
good quality housing for all

Neighbourhood Plan
Objectives
1. Ensure that development
takes place in the lost
sustainable locations
2. Encourage the right types of
development that meet local
needs.
3. Conserve and enhance
heritage assets and their
settings
4. Protect important
community facilities and
shops.
5. Promote high quality design
in new development.
6. Protect the countryside and
special landscape.
7. Protect open spaces that
are important to the
community and/or wildlife.
8. Seek ways of addressing
the problems of traffic
congestion.

1. Reduce air, soil and water pollution

Figure 10: Compatibility of objectives

Key:

 Compatible
X Incompatible
0 no links

SEA Objectives
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Developing strategic alternatives (task B2)

The SEA is required to undertake an appraisal of the likely significant environmental effects of
implementing the plan and any reasonable alternatives (to fulfilling the plan’s objectives). A
fundamental aim of the Neighbourhood Plan is to shape and guide where new houses should
be best built. The Plan objectives include “ensure that development takes place in the most
sustainable locations.” The other objectives further support this aim by seeking to protect;
important heritage assets, the countryside and special landscape and important open space.
The Neighbourhood Plan seeks to propose housing sites that meet the objectives of the plan
and have regard to the housing requirements in the emerging North East Derbyshire District
Local Plan. Therefore, the focus in fulfilling the key objectives of the Plan is the identification
of reasonable alternatives to the allocation of the ‘preferred sites’.
Housing numbers
The District has a housing requirement of a minimum of 6,755 new homes between 2001 and
2031, which the Parish is required to contribute to. As there is no robust district-wide
methodology to disaggregate this district wide housing target at the local level, it was
determined that that Neighbourhood Plan would provide an objective assessment of the
housing requirements for the Parish. This was assessed as 58 dwellings (or 14% growth
target) between 2014 and 2031, which would be met through sites allocated through the Plan
and windfall sites. The 14% growth target is considerably lower than the minimum 40% growth
target allocated to Ashover Parish in the now withdrawn draft Local Plan. The District Council
subsequently acknowledged that this growth target was effectively undeliverable based on the
inability to identify sufficient sites in appropriate locations.
The steering group also took into account the settlement hierarchy in the emerging Local Plan
which has identified that the settlements of Ashover and to a lesser extent Alton, Fallgate,
Kelstedge and Littlemoor, were suitable for some small scale development. Secondly,
community consultation showed a strong emphasis on smaller developments (especially 5 or
fewer) and far less support for larger developments especially those of over 15 dwellings.
Site allocation
The initial selection of housing sites was undertaken by the Neighbourhood Plan Steering
Group. A number of sites were identified as part of the Strategic Housing Land Availability
Assessment (SHLAA) prepared by North East Derbyshire District Council. Other sites were
identified by the Steering Group or put forward by the community.
This resulted in the identification of fourteen sites that could, in principle accommodate five or
more dwellings. These sites were subject to a technical assessment, the main aim of which
was to provide an indication of the suitability of the housing sites against a list of exclusionary
constraints, which would usually restrict/prevent development from taking place. The criteria
included flood risk, vehicular access and site availability. A second stage was to assess each
against criteria which drew extensively on the framework used by North East Derbyshire DC
as part of the SHLAA process.
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Based on this evaluation the Steering Group put forward a number of preferred housing sites
and alternative sites for appraisal.
Preferred options
At the time that the Steering Group finalised its initial technical assessment, there were five
preferred housing sites put forward for inclusion in the Neighbourhood Plan. These sites were:
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

Land off Moor Road, Ashover*
Land off Hockley Lane, Ashover
Land off Fallgate*
Land east of Ashover Road, Kelstedge*; and
Land west of Ashover Road, kelstedge

*Subsequently, three of the preferred housing sites have been granted planning permission.
Preferred housing sites
Key
PO1

Housing Site
Land off Hockley Lane, Ashover;

Number of dwellings
5 dwellings

PO2

Land west of Ashover Road, Kelstedge

8 dwellings

The preferred options align closely with the aims of the Plan, namely, a focus on suitable small
scale housing sites within or adjacent to the main settlements of the Parish.
The preferred options were put forward on the basis of:





the findings from the technical site analysis;
the findings from the community consultation;
the relationship with the settlement hierarchy developed by NEDDC to help focus
development in the most sustainable locations; and
the need to ensure that sufficient sites have been identified to meet local need, in particular
the minimum housing requirement of 58 dwellings.

Alternatives
The alternative sites were primarily chosen on the basis of those sites put forward in the North
East Derbyshire District Council SHLAA that could yield 5 dwellings or more.
Alternative housing sites
Key
AO1

Housing Site
Land off Vernon Lane, Kelstedge (ASH/2207)

Number of dwellings
24

AO2

Grange Farm, Ashover (ASH/2201) and Garden East of Lime Tree

50

House, Church St, Ashover (ASH/602)
AO3

Corner of Moor Rd and Narrowleys Lane (ASH/2001)

28

AO4

Corner of Butts Road and Narrowleys Lane, Ashover (ASH/2301)

16

AO5

Marsh Green Lane, Ashover (Northern) (ASH/2302)

14

AO6

Marsh Green Lane, Ashover (Southern) (ASH/2303)

10

AO7

St Emerys Hillside, Ashover (ASH/2203)

10
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9.0

Predicting and evaluation of the effects of the Plan, including
alternatives (tasks B3 and B4)

9.1

Assessment of housing site allocations and reasonable alternatives

One of the objectives of the Neighbourhood Plan is to propose site locations to accommodate
some of the 58 homes to meet the future housing needs of the Parish. This section identifies
the sites and assesses the potential significant environmental effects of developing the
proposed options and their alternatives.
The background to identification of preferred and alternative housing sites is discussed in
Section 9.0. The assessment of housing sites has utilised the SEA Framework (section 6.0),
the SEA evidence baseline (section 4.0) and the review of plans, programs and policies to
assess each option. The appraisal of individual sites in terms of likely significant changes to
the environment (based on criteria outlined in Annex II of the SEA Directive) is outlined at
Appendix C. Where relevant, comments are made regarding potential mitigation measures
and the nature of the effects. A summary matrix of the significance of affects is provided at
Appendix D.
9.1.1

Summary of findings

SEA Objective 1: Reduce air, soil and water pollution
Air quality in North East Derbyshire District is good. There are currently no Air Quality
Management Areas. The ability for housing sites to contribute to reducing air pollution is
essentially through limiting traffic emissions by reducing the need to travel. Given the rural
nature of the Parish and level of facilities, it is unlikely that the existing car dependency can
be reduced. However, those housing sites within the existing Limits to Development are
perceived to be more sustainable, given that the facilities that are available are accessible by
foot.
Water pollution is a consideration for all sites during both the development stage and
thereafter. The Ogston Reservoir, a SSSI, lies to the south east of the Parish. The Amber
River, which runs through the Parish, feeds the Reservoir. The likelihood of any water
pollution or adverse changes to the water volume of inflowing streams could be effectively
mitigated at the planning stage by high quality drainage systems such as SuDS.
Opportunities to improve soil quality is typically more likely through the remediation of
Brownfield sites. There are limited Brownfield sites within the Parish and therefore none of
the sites, preferred or alternative are likely to improve soil quality.
SEA Objective 2: Protect, enhance and manage biodiversity and geodiversity
The Parish has significant number of biodiversity and geodiversity assets, including an SSSI,
Priority Habitats and several RIGS.
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None of the potential allocations have a direct impact on an identified biodiversity or
geodiversity site. However, a number are in close proximity to Priority Habitats or in the case
of AO7 sit adjacent to one. Site AO7 has the potential to fragment local habitat.
SEA Objective 3: Ensure mitigation measures to plan for the potential impacts of climate
change.
Key mitigation measures in planning for the potential impacts of climate change include limiting
the possible increases in flood risk and retaining and enhancing green infrastructure.
The Parish is not high risk for fluvial flooding, but increasing the area of hard surface will
increase surface water run-off. This is a greater issue for some of the larger (alternative sites).
In particular, sites AO3, AO4 and AO6 taken together would cumulatively increase the volume
of surface water run-off significantly. In regards to the proposed (smaller scale developments),
these issues can be addressed at the planning stage through SuDS and rain water infiltration
measures.
SEA Objective 4: Minimise Ashover Parish’s contribution to climate change
One of the main ways the sites can contribute to minimising climate change is to reduce the
carbon footprint by limiting traffic emissions. As discussed, in reality, reducing the need to
travel by car, given the rural nature of the area and limited services and facilities available in
the Parish is unrealistic. However, the village of Ashover does have a number of key facilities,
and by focusing development within the Limits of Development, provides the opportunity for
some trips to be undertaken on foot or bicycle. The two proposed sites are adjacent to the
Limits of Development. Site AO7 scored practically poorly in this this respect, given its
distance from the current built up area.
SEA Objective 5: Protect, enhance and manage sites, features and areas of archaeological,
historical and cultural heritage importance.
The Parish and in particular, the village of Ashover, is rich in historical assets. Sustainable
development means that the majority of the sites (proposed and alternative) are focused in
proximity to the facilities and services in Ashover. However, Ashover with its Conservation
Area and multiple Listed Buildings is susceptible to potential adverse impacts of development.
The proposed site at Kelstedge (PO2) is unlikely to have an impact on historical assets, given
that the settlement does not have a Conservation Area or any listed buildings or known
archaeological interest on the site.
The other proposed site (PO1) on Hockley Lane is adjacent to a Grade II Listed Building and
within proximity to a second and is therefore flagged as having a potential affect. However,
given the scale of the development proposed, it is considered that policies within the
Neighbourhood Plan will guide good quality development that will protect and enhance the
historic assets and their setting.
A key consideration in relation to the Hockley Site was vehicular access, both in terms of their
access requirements as well as any potential detrimental impact this may have on the
Conservation Area and Listed Building. However, given the scale of the development
proposed, it is considered that policies within the Neighbourhood Plan will guide good quality
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development that will protect and enhance the historic assets and their setting. No specific
comments or objections were received from the community or stakeholders in relation to the
Hockley Lane (site PO1) during the preparation of the Plan.
SEA Objective 6: Protect, enhance and manage the character and appearance of the
landscape and built environment, maintaining and strengthening distinctiveness and its
special qualities.
The Parish encompasses a high quality landscape that frames the built environment. Ashover
is designated through the Local Plan as Special Landscape Area and an Area of Primary
Multiple Environmental Sensitivity (AMES). A key factor in choosing the proposed sites has
been their relatively low impact on the landscape in comparison to a number of the alternative
sites.
The proposed sites sit adjacent to the current Limits to Development and coupled with their
smaller scale, are considered better options than some of the alternatives which are a
considerable distance from the current Limits to development (AO1 and AO7) or impact on
significant views.
SEA Objective 7: Protect and conserve natural resources
Given the lack of brownfield sites in the Parish, the sites (proposed and alternative) score quite
similarly with regards to protecting and conserving natural resources. Most of the land is grade
4 (poor) agricultural land.
SEA Objective 8: Safeguard and improve community health, safety and wellbeing
The location of the proposed sites considers the needs of older people, being located adjacent
to the current Limits to Development and thereby being within walking distance of key facilities.
This is also the case for a number of the alternative sites, in particular; AO2, AO3 and AO4.
SEA Objective 9: Reduce barriers for those living in rural areas
The proposed sites are regarded as having a positive impact for those living in rural areas.
Accessibility to services and facilities are important for a community. A sustainable increase
in the number of residents will help to secure the viability of community facilities.
The proposed sites whilst not improving the district’s green infrastructure, will not result in the
same level of loss experienced with some of the alternative larger sites. In particular AO7 has
the potential to fragment a key area of green infrastructure.
SEA Objective 10: Provide affordable, environmentally sound and good quality housing for all
The draft Plan allocated five sites for housing. Subsequent to the drafting of the Plan, three
of these sites were granted planning permission. The Plan puts forward two remaining sites
for a total of 17 dwellings, the remainder of which will be provided through windfall housing.
Thus the proposed sites make a positive contribution to meeting local housing need, especially
in conjunction with other policies in the Plan which will guide the type of housing required.
A number of the alternative sites would yield far greater dwelling numbers. However, the scale
of these sites are considered to have a significant adverse environmental effect in particular
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with regard to the historic assets and landscape character. Furthermore, it is a key community
aspiration that future development in the Parish should be small scale.
Conclusion
Taking into account the SEA objectives, it is considered that none of the alternative sites
perform significantly better in regards to potential environmental effects, than the two proposed
sites.
The proposed sites are adjacent to the current Limits to Development, do not include
designated or non-designated environmental and/or historic assets. Therefore, the proposed
sites are not anticipated to have an impact on any designated sites. The majority of the sites
(proposed and alternative) have the potential to effect in some way, the setting of an
environmental and/ or historic asset. However, given the smaller scale of the proposed
development sites, these effects can be mitigated against through implementation of the other
policies in the Plan.
All sites scored positively for health and wellbeing; through the provision of housing that will
meet the needs of the local population in terms of type, size and quality. However, the larger
sites (over 10 dwellings) scored more positively in terms of the potential yield of affordable
housing.
9.2

Appraisal of the Neighbourhood Plan policies

This section considers the potential effects of applying the draft policies in the Neighbourhood
Plan. Each policy has been assessed against the ten SEA objectives of the SEA framework.
The significance of the likely environmental effects of implementing the Plan polices are
outlined in the tables below, accompanied with narrative. A summary of effects is provided at
Appendix E.
In assessing the significance of effects, the following scale and symbols are used. This
assessment methodology has been applied to both the appraisal of housing allocation sites
and policies.
Significance of effect

Symbol

Likely strong positive effect

++

Likely positive effect

+

Neutral/no effect

0

Likely adverse effect

-

Likely strong adverse effect

--

Uncertain effects

+/-
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A Sustainable Ashover Parish (Policies AP1)

AP1
AP2
AP3

1
Air,
Soil,
Water

2
Biodiversity
&
geodiversity

3
Plan for
climate
change

4
Minimise
climate
change

+/+/+

+/0
+

+/0
+

+/0
+

5
Historic
environ

+/0
0

6
Landscape
& built
environ

7
Natural
resources

8
Health &
wellbeing

9
Rural
barriers

10
Housing

+/0
+

+/+
+

+/+/+

+/+
0

+
+
0

Policy AP1 supports a positive approach to the consideration of development proposals that
can clearly demonstrate a positive contribution to sustainable development.
The
environmental effects are uncertain and will be assessed on a case by case basis. However,
the other policies in the Neighbourhood Plan will assist in ensuring that development is
directed to the most sustainable locations and at the most appropriate scale, having regard to
adverse impacts on the local environment. Development proposals which meet the policy
requirements of the Neighbourhood Plan are likely to have a positive effect for housing.
The Parish has a significant proportion of environmental assets, including BAP priority species
and 55 historic and archaeological sites. Policy AP2 supports small scale development within
the limits to development and in so doing focuses future growth within the built areas,
protecting the countryside, biodiversity and geodiversity assets and protect the character and
appearance of the landscape.
Policy AP2 updates the Limits to Development for Ashover, Kelstedge and Littlemoor,
originally defined in the North East Derbyshire Local Plan 2005, and introduces new ones for
Fallgate and Alton. The draft settlement boundaries are drawn to define the built area of the
settlement, taking into account any existing and live planning permissions for housing and
other development following their introduction in 2005, as well as the small number site
allocations proposed for new housing in the Neighbourhood Plan. They follow clearly defined
physical features, such as, walls, fences, hedgerows, roads and water courses, and have
been the subject of detailed consultation with the community and stakeholders. The Plan sets
out policies to carefully control and influence the type, design and form of development within
the settlement development limits.
The potential effects on the historic and landscape and built environment are likely to be
neutral. Moving the 2005 boundaries is unlikely to have a significant adverse effect as it
essentially an update, a reflection of the current built area and live planning permissions for
housing. Introducing new boundaries for Fallgate and Alton is likely to have a positive effect
on the landscape and built environment by directing future development to infill.
Policy AP2 supports housing that meets and identified need and therefore is likely to have a
positive effect on housing for all and reducing the barriers for those living in rural areas. There
is the potential for positive effects on air quality and the carbon footprint, with a reduced need
to travel, though this will be negligible, given that there are limited services to sustain residents
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within the village. Supporting the conversion of existing buildings and protecting agricultural
land is a likely positive effect of the policy on natural resources.
The historic environment is likely to benefit where historical assets gain from an aesthetically
pleasing setting. However, given the Conservation Area in the village of Ashover and the high
number of Listed Buildings, there is a potential for development, including increased traffic, to
disrupt the setting of historic assets. The policy includes a number of mitigation measures to
address these risks e.g. requiring all proposals to respect the character including the size,
shape and form of the settlement, preserve and where possible enhance heritage assets and
their setting and not create unacceptable increases in traffic and parking.
Policy AP3 supports development outside the Limits of Development in exceptional
circumstances only. This is likely to have a positive impact on most of the SEA objectives.
Housing development and meeting housing need (Policies AP4, AP6, AP7 and AP8)

AP4
AP6
AP7
AP8

1
Air,
Soil,
Water

2
Biodiversity
&
geodiversity

3
Plan for
climate
change

4
Minimise
climate
change

+/+/0
0

+/0
0
0

+/0
0
0

+/0
0
0

5
Historic
environ

+/0
0
0

6
Landscape
& built
environ

7
Natural
resources

8
Health &
wellbeing

9
Rural
barriers

10
Housing

+/+/0
0

+/+
0
0

0
0
++
++

+
++
+
++

++
++
++
+

Policy AP4 identifies the housing requirement for the Parish for the period of the Plan, based
on evidence in the emerging Local Plan. The policy seeks to provide suitable levels of housing
to meet the future needs of the Parish and therefore is likely to have a strong positive effect
for housing provision. The likely impact on the remaining objectives are unknown, but in
conjunction with the guidance provided by the other Plan policies including the required scale
and location of development, the impacts are likely to be neutral or positive.
Policy AP5 has been assessed in section 10.1.
Policy AP6 provides for opportunities for further small scale development to meet future
housing need. Criteria for windfall housing is that it is within the Limits to Development, is of
a small scale and includes a proportion of smaller dwellings. This policy is likely to have a
strong positive effect for housing and reducing barriers to rural residents through the provision
of suitable housing.
Policy AP7 supports a mix of housing types and sizes that meet the needs of the community.
The policy is likely to have a strong positive effect on health and wellbeing and housing for all
by supporting housing that meets the needs of the community and considers the needs of the
Parish’s ageing population. Policy AP8 supports the provision of affordable housing and
similarly has positive impacts for housing and health and wellbeing.
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Jobs and the economy (Policies AP9 and AP10)

AP9
AP10

1
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Soil,
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0
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0
0

+
+

0
0

Policies AP9 and AP10 by protecting existing, and supporting new employment has the
potential to reduce the need to travel to other areas for employment and services and increase
the provision of local services and facilities
The impact of new employment development on the remaining SEA objectives is site
dependent. Policy AP10 incorporates criteria that needs to be met which mitigates to some
degree the potential impacts on the environment and residential amenity.
Community facilities and shops

AP11
AP12
AP13
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&
geodiversity
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+
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0
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++
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++

0
0
0

AP11 seeks to protect and enhance shopping provision and has the potential to reduce the
number of trips required by car for shopping needs, having a positive effect on minimising
climate change and rural barriers through the potential to maintain/increase local services and
facilities. Policies AP12 and AP13 by seeking to protect and enhance community facilities will
have similar effects, plus the potential strong positive effect on health and wellbeing of the
local community.
The impact of new shops / community facilities on the remaining SEA objectives is site
dependent. There is the potential to further mitigate the likelihood of any adverse impacts on
the environment by making reference in the policies to development being viewed positively,
when in accordance with the provisions of the policies in the Plan
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Design and built heritage

AP14
AP15
AP16
AP17
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Policy AP14 provides mitigation measures; to ensure that new development is designed in
accordance to a set of principles, protecting the distinctive character and high quality built
environment of the Parish. The policy will therefore have a positive effect on the historic
environment and landscape and built environment.
Policies AP15 and AP16 seek to protect and enhance heritage assets and their settings and
therefore are likely to have a positive effect on the historic environment and the landscape and
built environment quality. Similarly, a policy to protect dry stone walls is likely to have a positive
impact on the landscape character and the historic environment.
Landscape, green space and the natural environment

AP18
AP19
AP20
AP21
AP22
AP23
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Policy AP18 supports the special permissions within special landscape areas, the likely effects
of which will be strongly positive for the landscape and built environment and potentially
positive for biodiversity and geodiversity and health and wellbeing.
Policy AP19 seeks to protect important local green spaces given their scenic value, recreation
value, natural and/ or historic value. The policy is therefore likely to have positive effects for
health and wellbeing, landscape and the built environment and historic environment and has
the potential to mitigate the impacts of climate change through the retention of existing green
infrastructure.
Policy AP20 seeks to conserve and enhance biodiversity through preservation, restoration
and recreation and does not support proposals that cannot avoid, adequately mitigate or as a
last resort, compensate for the loss of an identified site of biodiversity value. This policy has
positive effects for biodiversity. Similarly, policy AP21 by seeking to protect trees, hedges and
woodlands has positive effects for biodiversity but also the historic environment and the
potential to minimise climate change.
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The potential environmental effects of AP22 are unknown and would depend on the type and
location of development. There are number of criteria attached to the policy which would
mitigate many of the potential adverse environmental effects in the first instance. A policy
supporting renewable energy installations would however potentially have a strong positive
impact on minimising climate change.
Policy AP23 seeks to manage the potential for noisy sports and is likely to have a positive
effect on biodiversity by incorporating measures that require proposals to outline how the
respective site will be managed to limit impact on area of ecological importance. A proactive
approach which manages noisy sports has the potential for positive impacts on health and
wellbeing.
Getting around
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Policies AP24, AP25 and AP26 seek to address traffic and parking by ensuring development
does not have a severe adverse impact on congestion or road and pedestrian safety and
supporting traffic management measures to address current issues. These policies are likely
to have positive effects for health and wellbeing, minimising climate change and in the case
of reducing traffic volumes and heavy vehicles, positive effects for the historic environment
and landscape and built environment.
Policies AP27 and AP28 seek to protect and improve the network of footpaths, cycleways and
bridleways. These policies are likely to have positive outcomes for people’s health and
wellbeing through recreation, increase opportunities for sustainable transport, thereby
minimising the contribution to climate change and improving air quality.

9.3

Secondary, cumulative and synergistic effects

The Directive requires consideration of secondary, cumulative and synergistic effects.
Secondary effects are those which are not a direct result of the Plan. Instead they occur away
from the original effect or as a result of a complex series of interactions. Cumulative effects
might arise where several developments each have insignificant effect but together create a
significant effect. Synergistic effects are those which interact to produce a total effect greater
than the sum of the individual effects.
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The Neighbourhood Plan has been considered for its effects against the objectives of the SEA
framework. The findings are set out in the table below. Given the modest level of proposed
development, the potential for additional effects is limited and mainly cumulative.
SEA objectives

Comments

1.

The additional traffic generated by development of the proposed sites is unlikely

Reduce air, soil and water pollution

to have a significant cumulative effect on air quality, given the scale of
development. Policies to maintain and enhance existing sustainable transport
opportunities and to address the potential impacts of development on traffic
volume and congestion are likely to have positive cumulative effects for air
quality.
A potential secondary effect of development is changes to the water table that
has the potential to impact ecology of the Ogston Reservoir. This threat has
been addressed in the mitigating measures for the allocated sites.
2.

Protect, enhance and manage

There is potential for cumulative negative effects on biodiversity resulting from

biodiversity and geodiversity

the development of site allocations and windfall sites. However, the Plan
recognises the need to protect and where possible to enhance sites of
biodiversity, trees, hedges and woodlands. Supporting small scale development
within the Limits to Development reduces the risk of direct impacts on
biodiversity through habitat loss and fragmentation.

3.

Ensure mitigation measures to plan

The likelihood of negative cumulative effects on providing mitigation measures

for the potential impacts of climate

for climate change is negligible. There may be a cumulative effect on future

change.

flood risk from surface run-off, but given the small scale of developments, this is
deemed to be minimal. The Plan seeks to retain existing and where possible
enhance the green infrastructure.

4.

Minimise

Ashover

Parish’s

contribution to climate change

Taken together, the policies are unlikely to have significant adverse secondary,
cumulative or synergistic effects on climate change. The Plan seeks to strike a
balance of sustainable development, coupled with specific policies that will
potentially make a positive contribution to reducing the carbon footprint through
sustainable transport, protection of green infrastructure and support for
renewable energy and carbon technologies.

5.

Protect, enhance and manage

The Plan strongly supports the need for development which respects heritage

sites, features and areas of

assets. Focusing development within the Limits to Development has the

archaeological,

potential to create a negative cumulative effect. However, given the scale of the

historical

and

cultural heritage importance.

proposed development and the permissions provided for in the Plan, these are
likely to be negligible. These will however be monitored through the
implementation of the Plan.

6.

Protect, enhance and manage the

The Plan places a strong emphasis on the protection and enhancement of the

character and appearance of the

character and appearance of the landscape. Policies that focus small scale

landscape and built environment,

development in the built up areas, support the Special Landscape Area and

maintaining

require high quality design that reflects the local distinctive identity are unlikely
to have cumulative negative effects and could potentially have positive effects.

and

strengthening

distinctiveness and its special
qualities.
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SEA objectives

Comments

7.

Protect and conserve natural

The Plan is unlikely to have negative cumulative effects on material assets.

resources

Focusing development, including redevelopment of sites within the Limits to
Development is likely to have positive cumulative effects by utilising derelict,
underused land and protecting the more versatile agricultural land.

8.

Safeguard and improve community

On balance, the Plan is likely to have a positive cumulative effects on community

health, safety and wellbeing

health, safety and wellbeing through protection of green spaces for recreation
and amenity value (in addition to environmental), protection and enhancement
of footpaths and cycleways and community facilities and management of and
improvement to local traffic.
The Plan has been developed to provide for a sustainable community, one
where the interaction of effects does not in sum, create negative outcomes for
the area and beyond.

9.

Reduce barriers for those living in

The Plan is likely to have positive cumulative effects on reducing barriers for a

rural areas

rural community such as Ashover Parish. The Plan supports the retention and
enhancement of facilities and services and supports the provision of affordable
housing.

10. Provide

affordable,

The support for housing at two sites and windfall developed has the potential for

environmentally sound and good

positive secondary effects; supporting existing and future facilities and services

quality housing for all

that the community might need. Further, providing for a mix of housing and
subsequently a more diverse community, is likely to have positive impacts on
the long-term sustainability and viability of the community.
Additional housing ultimately will have negative cumulative effects, principally
on the immediate environment and setting. Secondary effects are possible, but
given the scale of development and mitigation measures in place, it is envisaged
that these would be managed to an acceptable level.
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10.0 Mitigating adverse effects
Policy

Mitigation Measure

AP5 New Housing

PO1 Hockley Lane – Policy AP14, AP15 and AP16 provide suitable mitigation measures to

Allocation

reduce the likelihood of any effects on heritage items and the Conservation Area. The
Neighbourhood Plan in its policies recognises the importance of the setting of a Listed Buildings
as an important contributor to its character and significance. In particular, Policy AP14 provides
control over the quality of design of new development in the Ashover Conservation Area
including use of materials, design, colour scheme, scale and structure.
The potential risk of impacts on water quality, including Ogston Reservoir can be mitigated by
the inclusion of high quality drainage systems at the design stage.

11.0 Conclusions and next steps
This section sets out the conclusions of the assessment and explains the next steps.

11.1 Conclusions
The draft Neighbourhood Plan with its proposed sites and policies seeks to guide sustainable
development in the Parish. It proposes two housing sites totalling less than twenty dwellings,
with the remaining allocation of housing through windfall sites.
The Plan, in accordance with National Planning Guidelines, seeks to guide a level of housing
development required to meet the needs of the local community, based on the evidence from
the emerging Local Plan. The underlying premise of the Plan is to guide development to the
most sustainable locations; protecting important environmental and heritage assets and
protecting the countryside and special landscape.
As identified in the now withdrawn draft Local Plan, identification of sufficient sites for housing
development in suitable locations within the Parish is difficult given the very special character
of the area, both in terms of its built environment and landscape qualities. The Neighbourhood
Plan therefore seeks to put forward a number of preferred housing sites (also identified by the
District Council through the local planning process), that the community feel best meets their
needs and has the least adverse effects on the area. The other policies in the Plan seek to
ensure that development on these and other future sites conserve and where possible,
enhance the unique character of the area including designated and non-designated
environmental and heritage assets.
The more sustainable locations for housing sites tend to be in proximity to local services and
facilities, ensuring their viability, reducing the need to travel by car and promoting a healthy
lifestyle through walkable communities. The key facilities within the Parish are located within
Ashover, the core of which is a Conservation Area encompassing multiple Listed Buildings
and is set within a Special Landscape Area. The Plan therefore seeks to strike a balance by
allocating small housing sites within or adjacent to the existing built up area, thereby reducing
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the impact on the landscape character and appearance and the need to travel whilst ensuring
that development is of a scale that does not adversely impact on historic assets or their setting.
The Plan contains policies to ensure that future development is of a high quality and designed
sensitively in order to ensure that the existing character of the built environment and its setting,
is protected and where possible, enhanced.
The development proposed in the Plan is of a very modest scale. However, given the
environment, a number of low risk factors have been identified through this report. These
factors are unavoidable, given the growth requirements of the emerging Local Plan, and would
still exist without the implementation of the Neighbourhood Plan.
It is envisaged that through careful and sensitive design and siting, it is unlikely that the
proposed site in Ashover village for 5 dwellings to significantly affect the setting of the adjacent
Listed Building or Conservation Area and may indeed enhance it. The Plan, taken as a whole
contains policies that seek high quality design through the application of design principles for
new development in the Parish and in particular where it has the potential to affect a Listed
Building or the Conservation Area. These policies, coupled with ongoing monitoring of effects,
should ensure that the potential issues highlighted can be neutralised.

11.2

Measures to monitor environmental effects of the Plan (task B6)

Article of the SEA Directive requires that any significant environmental effects of the
implementation of the Plan be monitored in order to identify, at an early stage, any unforeseen
adverse effects. In this way, appropriate remedial action can be promptly taken.
In light of the assessment findings presented in Section 10 of this report, the following effects
have been identified and monitoring proposed.
SEA Objective

Effect

Monitoring

1.

Increased traffic in the Plan area

Changes in traffic flows

Effects on volume and quality of water

Derbyshire Derwent Management Catchment

entering inflowing streams to Ogston

Report

Air and water quality

Reservoir
5. Historic environment

Effects on heritage items and the

Conservation Area Condition

Conservation Area

11.3

Next Steps

As per the requirement of Article 5.4 of the SEA Directive, the draft Environmental Report will
be published alongside the draft Neighbourhood Plan for formal consultation. The documents
will be made available to the statutory consultees; Environment Agency, Historic England and
Natural England and the public for comments.
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Appendix B Comments received from statutory consultees on the scoping report
Consultee

Key Comments

Historic

Page 9 - The two sub headings ‘Neighbourhood Plan Objectives’ and ‘Neighbourhood Plan Policies’ do

England

not have reference numbers which would be helpful.
Page 9 - The list of Neighbourhood Plan Objectives refers to the historic environment but in the context
of buildings and structures only, so places (including historic landscapes and Conservation Areas) and
archaeology (whether known or unknown remains) are omitted from considerations. It is recommended
that the third objective in the list be deleted and replaced with ‘Conserve and enhance heritage assets
and their settings’ which would provide for consideration of designated and non-designated heritage
assets and would be in line with National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) terminology.
Page 9 - It is noted that extant Local Plan policies relating to the historic environment are in place in
relation to the North East Derbyshire plan. As such, it is not clear why Neighbourhood Plan Policies
relate to ‘Listed Buildings’ and ‘Buildings and Structures of Local Heritage Interest’ are proposed.
Notwithstanding this, you will need to ensure that appropriate policies, whether current or any additional
ones which may be included in any future iteration, are tested against the SEA objectives as proposed
in your methodology.
Section 2 - Historic England supports the scoping approach set out in the Methodology section in relation
to the Neighbourhood Plan and consideration of the historic environment.
Section 3 - pp17-18 - It is recommended that additional plans are referenced and included in
considerations, including the NEDDC Historic Environment Study District Overview 2012, any
Conservation Area appraisals and management plans for the plan area, and any other plans which may
be relevant such as Village Design Statements. The Historic England SEA advice available online
includes other examples which may be of use to you.
Section 4 - pp32-36 - The information set out in the Scoping Report sets out basic facts and figures in
relation to the plan area and the historic environment and heritage assets. This is useful but bearing in
mind the plan is allocating sites for housing development more detailed information and analysis will be
required in the form of an individual heritage impact assessment for each site and it is recommended
that this be discussed with NEDDC in the first instance. Historic England advice on the historic
environment and site allocations in Local Plans, including methodology for assessment, can be found
online and it is noted that it is one of the documents cited in Section 3 of the Scoping Report.
Section 5 - The cultural heritage related key environmental issues identified in this section are
welcomed.
Section 6 - The framework of objectives is confusing (p.46) as there is an objective for ‘Historic
environment; landscape’ and a separate one for ‘Landscape; historic environment’. It is recommended
that these be separated into separate objectives for ‘Historic Environment’ and ‘Landscape and
Townscape Quality’ or similar alternatives.
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Key Comments
In terms of the appraisal questions for the first ‘Historic Environment’ section it is recommended that
wording be amended as follows to be in line with legislation and NPPF terminology:
‘Will it preserve and enhance the character or appearance of the Conservation Area and its setting;
Will it conserve, protect and enhance heritage assets and their settings?
Will it conserve, protect and enhance archaeological remains and their settings?’
The word ‘conserve’ is helpfully defined in the NPPF glossary.
In the ‘Landscape’ SEA topic it is recommended that, if the topic is revised to a ‘Landscape and
Townscape Quality’ topic or similar, the third point relating to cultural heritage assets be deleted and
replaced with ‘Will it respect, maintain and strengthen local distinctiveness and promote high quality
design?’ or a similar alternative. During the production of the SEA there will be opportunity to identify
synergistic elements where topics relate to each other and could potentially work with each other as well
as on their own in respect of the Neighbourhood Plan. For example, you may find synergy between the
historic environment, landscape and biodiversity and geodiversity e.g. historic ditches or field systems
often link in with wildlife corridors, e.g. geodiversity can determine local building materials and local
distinctiveness (links to proposed NP Policy AP17 Dry Stone Walls).
Section 7 - References to ‘English Heritage’ should be replaced with ‘Historic England’.
Section 8 - The traffic light approach to the SEA, and including the six categories shown, will be a
suitable approach for the assessment. However, it should be noted that any uncertain effects noted for
the historic environment usually imply that additional work on impact assessment is required in order to
inform considerations.

Environment

We welcome the scoping plans objectives to look at the impacts of flood risk, water quality and

Agency

biodiversity as set out in the Ashover Neighborhood Plan SEA Scoping Document.
We would highlight the following documents that may be useful in the completion of the final SEA and
have been touched upon within the Scoping document:
1) Humber River Basin Management Plan - The Humber River Basin Management Plan was updated
in 2015. The plan uses updated information to set out the latest understanding of the pressures facing
the water environment in the Humber River Basin District. As before, the Plan has been prepared in
accordance with the Water Framework Directive, and this update is the second of a series of six-yearly
planning cycles. Pages 89 – 100 provide further information about the changes that have taken place
since

2009.

The

Plan

and

associated

supported

documents

are

available

at:

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/river-basin-management-plans-2015#humber-river-basindistrict-rbmp-2015
2) Climate Change Allowance (2016) - As of February 2016, new climate change allowances have been
brought in that should be used in all flood risk assessments and strategic flood risk assessments. There
is now a range of climate change allowances that can be used based on time periods, and the likelihood
of it occurring. Further detailed information can be found here on gov.uk
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Key Comments
3) Humber Flood Risk Management Plan (2016) - A flood risk management plan for the River Humber
was released in March 2016. The flood risk management plans (FRMP’s) explain the risk of flooding
from rivers, the sea, surface water, ground water and reservoirs. Each FRMP set out how risk
management authorities will work with communities to manage flood and coastal risk over the period
2015-2021.The Humber FRMP can be found at gov.uk. Key areas to look at would be the summary
document which gives an overview of the FRMP.
Water Framework Directive
We note that you have already highlighted the Water Framework Directive within the scoping document

Natural

Natural England generally welcomes the scoping report for the Ashover Neighbourhood Plan and

England

considers that the methodology and baseline information used to inform the report appears to meet the
requirements of the SEA Directive (2001/42/EC) and associated guidance.
Policies, Plans and Programmes
We are satisfied that the national and local plans and strategies identified within the report are relevant
to the neighbourhood plan.
Baseline Information
We are satisfied that the baseline data identified is relevant to the Neighbourhood Plan. However it
should recognise that Ogston reservoir that lies downstream is an SSSI.
Identification of particular issues
We are satisfied of the issues raised in the report. Although water quality is raised as an issue it does
not follow through into the SA framework when it should. This should also reflect the status of Ogston
reservoir as a designated SSSI.
Sustainability Framework
Natural England generally supports the sustainability objectives contained within the framework as they
satisfactorily cover our interests in the natural environment. However, water issues should feature more
prominently in accordance with the comment above; and the biodiversity and geodiversity objective
doesn’t include any appraisal criteria for geodiversity which ought to be included.

NEDDC

One or two small points –


The Sheffield City Region Strategic Plan is still not included – The SCR does include NEDerbyshire.



mention of the fact that the emerging Local Plan will be in place within 3 years, which will introduce
a raft of policies which will impact on the Environment, irrespective of whether the NP is in place.
Thus a baseline without the NP would/should include the Local Plan. Although the details are as
yet uncertain, the Local plan will implement the National Planning Policy Framework.
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Appendix C: Assessment of significant effects
Preferred Option 1 (PO1): Allocation of land adjacent Nether Beck, Hockley Lane, Ashover (ASH/603)
Key to table:
T (timescale) – over what timescale are effects likely to occur? (Short Term, ST (0-5yrs)); Medium Term, MT (5-10yrs); Long Term, LT (10+yrs))
P(Permanence) – Are effects likely to be permanent or temporary? (Permanent, P; Temporary, T)
G (Geographical area) – over what geographical area are the effects likely to occur? (Local area, A; District wide, D; Cross border, B)
L (Likelihood) – What is the likelihood or probability of effects occurring? (Likely, L; Unlikely, U)
SEA Objective
1.Reduce air, soil and
water pollution

2.Protect, enhance and
manage biodiversity and
geodiversity

Nature of effect
There is the potential for there to be a
short-term adverse impact on water quality
during development.
There is likely to be a negligible adverse
effect post development.
The proposal will have a neutral impact on
the geodiversity.

Assessment of effect
T
P
G
L
ST T
B
L

0

The likely impact on biodiversity is neutral.

3. Ensure mitigation
measures to plan for the
potential impacts of
climate change.

The proposal is likely to have a negligible
effect on mitigation measures for climate
change through the loss of green
infrastructure.

Justification and evidence
Sig
-

0

LT

P

A

U

0

Suggested mitigation and
enhancement measures

The small scale of the development and
the fact that there is already a storm
water run-off in place reduces the risk
of water pollution post development.
The proximity of the site (1000m) to
Hockley Quarry means that the
likelihood of any negative effect on the
RIG is highly unlikely.
The site is within 1000m of Fall Hill
Quarry SSSI (geology and biodiversity
site).
The proposed site has not been
identified at any level as having
biodiversity value.
The site is within 500m to a Priority
Habitat Deciduous Woodland. The will
not have a direct impact on this asset.

Policy AP20 supports the
enhancement of biodiversity by
requiring developments to
incorporate biodiversity in and
around them.

The proposal will result in the loss of
existing green infrastructure, but given
the scale of the site, the effects on
climate mitigation are likely to be
negligible. There is the potential for
increased flood risk due to surface
water runoff, but the site is in a no flood
zone and therefore unlikely.

The loss of green infrastructure is in
some way balanced by the
protection of other local green
spaces (AP19)
There is the potential to alleviate
the impact on further flooding
through drainage, including SuDS
in developments where possible.

The potential for invasive species to
impact on the nearby Priority
Habitats could be further mitigated
by including criterion regarding the
use of appropriate/native species in
landscaping.
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SEA Objective

Nature of effect

Assessment of effect
T
P
G
L

October 2016

Justification and evidence
Sig
0

4.Minimise Ashover
Parish’s contribution to
climate change

Neutral impact on climate change.

5.Protect, enhance and
manage sites, features
and areas of
archaeological, historical
and cultural heritage
importance.

There is a potential for a negative effect on
the Conservation Area and on the setting of
the Listed Buildings.

LT

P

A

L

-

The site is in close proximity to Redfern
House, a Grade II Listed Building; and
in the vicinity of Hockley Cottage, also
Grade II Listed. The site sits adjacent
to the Ashover Conservation Area.

6.Protect, enhance and
manage the character
and appearance of the
landscape and built
environment, maintaining
and strengthening
distinctiveness and its
special qualities.

The proposed site, being adjacent to the
Limits to Development and within a current
line of buildings is unlikely to have negative
impacts on the landscape character.

LT

P

A

L

+

7.Protect and conserve
natural resources

The proposed site is likely to have a
positive effect on material assets.

LT

P

A

L

++

8.Safeguard and improve
community health, safety
and wellbeing

The proposal is likely to have a neutral
effect on community health, safety and
wellbeing overall. There are potentially
positive effects in terms of meeting the
need of the Parish’s ageing population.
There are negligible negative effects with
regards green infrastructure.

The proposed area is adjacent to the
current Limits to Development and
there are buildings beyond the site.
There are a number of measures in
other policies that should ensure a
positive effect on the character and
appearance of the landscape including;
AP18 Special Landscape Area and
AP14; Design.
The site sits within the Special
Landscape Area and within an Area of
Multiple Environmental Sensitivity
(Primary).
The proposed area utilises an underused land and will ultimately lead to
more efficient use of land by infill.
The proposal in incorporating a mix of
housing, including dwellings suitable for
older persons (Policy AP7) considers
the needs of the Parish’s ageing
population.
The proposal will result in the loss of
green space. However, this space is

0

Located adjacent to the current Limits
to Development, reducing the need to
travel.

Suggested mitigation and
enhancement measures
Coupled with District/National
energy requirements for new
homes, the development could
potentially make a positive
contribution to minimising climate
change.
Mitigation of the effect should be
achieved through application of
Policy AP14 which calls for
sensitive design of scale, form,
layout and materials of new
buildings to protect and potentially
enhance the historic assets.

Polices AP19 seeks to protect
important local green spaces.
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SEA Objective

Nature of effect

Assessment of effect
T
P
G
L

October 2016

Justification and evidence
Sig

9.Reduce barriers for
those living in rural areas

The proposal will have a positive effect on
reducing barriers for those living in rural
areas through the provision of affordable
housing and potentially supporting the
viability of local facilities.

LT

P

L

L

+

10.Provide affordable,
environmentally sound
and good quality housing
for all

The proposal (in conjunction with other
policies) will have a strong positive effect in
good quality, affordable housing for all.

LT

P

D

L

++

not publicly accessible and does not
fragment a network of greenspaces.
In accordance with Policy AP8, the
proposal will provide a proportion of
affordable housing. Supporting a
sustainable increase in population,
residing within the existing built up area
will improve the viability and
sustainability of current and future
services and facilities.
This will provide 5 to 9 dwellings of the
total 58 required over the term of the
Plan. The site will include a mix of
housing including a proportion of
affordable housing.

Suggested mitigation and
enhancement measures

Policies AP7 and AP8 will ensure
that all likely positive effects are
delivered.
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Preferred Option 2 (PO2): Allocation of land West of Ashover Road, Kelstedge (ASH/2310)
Key to table:
T (timescale) – over what timescale are effects likely to occur? (Short Term, ST (0-5yrs)); Medium Term, MT (5-10yrs); Long Term, LT (10+yrs))
P(Permanence) – Are effects likely to be permanent or temporary? (Permanent, P; Temporary, T)
G (Geographical area) – over what geographical area are the effects likely to occur? (Local area, A; District wide, D; Cross border, B)
L (Likelihood) – What is the likelihood or probability of effects occurring? (Likely, L; Unlikely, U)
SEA Objective

Nature of effect

1.Reduce air, soil and
water pollution

There is the potential for there to be a
short-term adverse impact on water quality
during development.
Soil and air quality will be maintained but
not enhanced.

2.Protect, enhance and
manage biodiversity and
geodiversity

The proposal will have a neutral impact on
the geodiversity.

3. Ensure mitigation
measures to plan for the
potential impacts of
climate change.

Assessment of effect
T
P
G L
ST
T
B
L

Justification and evidence
Sig
0

Suggested mitigation and
enhancement measures

The site sits adjacent to the existing
Limits to Development in Kelstedge.
This is a greenfield site and therefore
soil quality will not be enhanced.

0

The proposed site is does not
encompass nor is it adjacent to a
geodiversity interest.

The proposal will have a neutral impact on
biodiversity.

LT

P

D

L

0

The proposed site has not been
identified at any level as having
biodiversity value. The site is not
adjacent to or within close proximity
to a biodiversity interest.

The proposal is likely to have a negligible
effect on mitigation measures for climate
change through the loss of green
infrastructure.

LT

P

A

U

0

The proposal will result in the loss of
existing green infrastructure, but
given the scale of the site, the effects
on climate mitigation are likely to be
negligible. There is the potential for
increased flood risk due to surface
water runoff, but the site is in a nonflood zone and therefore unlikely.

.
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SEA Objective

Nature of effect

Assessment of effect
T
P
G L

October 2016

Justification and evidence
Sig
0

4.Minimise Ashover
Parish’s contribution to
climate change

Neutral impact on climate change.

5.Protect, enhance and
manage sites, features
and areas of
archaeological, historical
and cultural heritage
importance.

The proposed site will not have an adverse
effect on the historic environment.

6.Protect, enhance and
manage the character
and appearance of the
landscape and built
environment, maintaining
and strengthening
distinctiveness and its
special qualities.

The proposed site is
unlikely to have negative impacts on the
landscape character.

LT

P

A

L

0

7.Protect and conserve
natural resources

The proposed site is likely to have a
positive effect on material assets.

LT

P

A

L

+

8.Safeguard and improve
community health, safety
and wellbeing

The proposal is likely to have a neutral
effect on community health, safety and
wellbeing overall. There are potentially
positive effects in terms of meeting the
need of the Parish’s ageing population.
There are negligible negative effects with
regards green infrastructure.

0

0

Located adjacent to the current Limits
to Development, reducing the need to
travel.

Kelstedge settlement does not
include a Conservation Area or Listed
Buildings and the site does not
include any known archaeological
remains. The site therefore does not
directly impact on any heritage asset
or their setting.
The proposed area is adjacent to the
current Limits to Development but
follows the current lune of
development to the road.
There are a number of measures in
other policies that should ensure a
positive effect on the character and
appearance of the landscape
including; AP18 Special Landscape
Area and AP14; Design.
The proposed area utilises underutilised land. The land is categorised
as grade 4 (poor) agricultural land
and therefore will not lead to the loss
of the more versatile agricultural land.
The proposal in incorporating a mix of
housing, including dwellings suitable
for older persons (Policy AP7)
considers the needs of the Parish’s
ageing population.

Suggested mitigation and
enhancement measures
Coupled with District/National
energy requirements for new
homes, the development could
potentially make a positive
contribution to minimising climate
change.

Polices AP19 seeks to protect
important local green spaces.
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SEA Objective

Nature of effect

9.Reduce barriers for
those living in rural areas

The proposal will have a positive effect on
reducing barriers for those living in rural
areas through the provision of affordable
housing and potentially supporting the
viability of local facilities.

10.Provide affordable,
environmentally sound
and good quality housing
for all

The proposal (in conjunction with other
policies) will have a strong positive effect in
good quality, affordable housing for all.

Assessment of effect
T
P
G L
LT
P
L
L

Sig
+

LT

++

P

D

L

October 2016

Justification and evidence
In accordance with Policy AP8, the
proposal will provide a proportion of
affordable housing. Supporting a
sustainable increase in population,
residing within the existing built up
area will improve the viability and
sustainability of current and future
services and facilities.
This will provide 8 dwellings of the
total 58 required over the term of the
Plan. The site will include a mix of
housing including a proportion of
affordable housing.

Suggested mitigation and
enhancement measures

Policies AP7 and AP8 will ensure
that all likely positive effects are
delivered.
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Alternative Option 1 (AO1): Allocation of land Vernon Road, Kelstedge (ASH/2207)
Key to table:
T (timescale) – over what timescale are effects likely to occur? (Short Term, ST (0-5yrs)); Medium Term, MT (5-10yrs); Long Term, LT (10+yrs))
P(Permanence) – Are effects likely to be permanent or temporary? (Permanent, P; Temporary, T)
G (Geographical area) – over what geographical area are the effects likely to occur? (Local area, A; District wide, D; Cross border, B)
L (Likelihood) – What is the likelihood or probability of effects occurring? (Likely, L; Unlikely, U)
SEA Objective

Nature of effect

1.Reduce air, soil and
water pollution

There is the potential for there to be a
short-term adverse impact on water quality
during development.
There is likely to be a negligible adverse
effect post development.
The proposal will have a neutral impact on
the geodiversity.
There is the potential for negative impacts
on the biodiversity of the adjoining land.

2.Protect, enhance and
manage biodiversity and
geodiversity

Assessment of effect
T
P
G L
Sig
ST
T
B
L
-

0
LT

P

D

L

-

LT

P

A

U

-

3. Ensure mitigation
measures to plan for the
potential impacts of
climate change.

The proposal is likely to have a negative
effect on mitigation measures for climate
change through the loss of green
infrastructure.

4.Minimise Ashover
Parish’s contribution to
climate change

Neutral impact on climate change.

0

5.Protect, enhance and
manage sites, features
and areas of
archaeological, historical
and cultural heritage
importance.

The proposed site will not have an adverse
effect on the historic environment.

0

Justification and evidence

Suggested mitigation and
enhancement measures

This is a larger scale development

The proposed site sits just within
1000m of a Marsh Brook RIG.
The site has no environmental
designations. However, the proposed
site is adjacent to Eddleston Wood, a
Priority Habitat – Deciduous Woodland
and Ancient and Semi-Natural
Woodland.
The proposal will result in the loss of
existing green infrastructure. The scale
of the proposed developed has the
potential to increase flood risk due to
surface water runoff.
Located adjacent to the current Limits
to Development, reducing the need to
travel. Given the limited facilities in
Kelstedge, people will still need to
travel.
Kelstedge settlement does not include
a Conservation Area or Listed Buildings
and the site does not include any
known archaeological remains. The site
therefore does not directly impact on
any heritage asset or their setting.
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SEA Objective

Nature of effect

6.Protect, enhance and
manage the character
and appearance of the
landscape and built
environment, maintaining
and strengthening
distinctiveness and its
special qualities.

The proposed site is
likely to have negative impacts on the
landscape character and built environment.

7.Protect and conserve
natural resources

The proposed site is likely to have neutral
effect on material assets.

8.Safeguard and improve
community health, safety
and wellbeing

The proposal is likely to have a neutral
effect on community health, safety and
wellbeing overall. There are potentially
positive effects in terms of meeting the
need of the Parish’s ageing population.
There are negligible negative effects with
regards green infrastructure.
The proposal will have a positive effect on
reducing barriers for those living in rural
areas through the provision of affordable
housing and potentially supporting the
viability of local facilities.
The proposal (in conjunction with other
policies) will have a strong positive effect in
good quality, affordable housing for all.

9.Reduce barriers for
those living in rural areas

10.Provide affordable,
environmentally sound
and good quality housing
for all

Assessment of effect
T
P
G L
Sig
LT
P
A
L
-

LT

P

A

L

0
0

LT

P

L

L

+

LT

P

D

L

++

October 2016

Justification and evidence
The proposed area is adjacent to the
current Limits to Development.
The scale of the development in the
context of the Kelstedge settlement and
being in the setting of Eddleston Wood
has potential for adverse effects on the
landscape value.
The site is within the Special
Landscape Area and AMES (Primary).
The proposed area is a green field site.
It is grade 3 (good to moderate)
agricultural land.
The proposal in incorporating a mix of
housing, including dwellings suitable for
older persons (Policy AP7) considers
the needs of the Parish’s ageing
population.
The proposal will result in the loss of
green space.
In accordance with Policy AP8, the
proposal will provide a proportion of
affordable housing.
This could potentially provide up to 24
of the total 58 dwellings required over
the term of the Plan. The site will
include a mix of housing including a
proportion of affordable housing.

Suggested mitigation and
enhancement measures

Polices AP19 seeks to protect
important local green spaces.

Policies AP7 and AP8 will ensure
that all likely positive effects are
delivered.
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Alternative Option 2 (AO2): Allocation of land Grange Farm, Ashover (ASH/2201) and Garden East of Lime Tree House, Church St, Ashover
(ASH/602)
Key to table:
T (timescale) – over what timescale are effects likely to occur? (Short Term, ST (0-5yrs)); Medium Term, MT (5-10yrs); Long Term, LT (10+yrs))
P(Permanence) – Are effects likely to be permanent or temporary? (Permanent, P; Temporary, T)
G (Geographical area) – over what geographical area are the effects likely to occur? (Local area, A; District wide, D; Cross border, B)
L (Likelihood) – What is the likelihood or probability of effects occurring? (Likely, L; Unlikely, U)
SEA Objective

Nature of effect

1.Reduce air, soil and
water pollution

There is the potential for there to be a
short-term adverse impact on water quality
during development.
There is likely to be a negligible adverse
effect post development.
The proposal will have a neutral impact on
the geodiversity.

2.Protect, enhance and
manage biodiversity and
geodiversity

Assessment of effect
T
P
G L
Sig
ST
T
B
L
-

0

There is likely to be a neutral effect on
biodiversity.

0

3. Ensure mitigation
measures to plan for the
potential impacts of
climate change.

The proposal is likely to have a negative
effect on mitigation measures for climate
change through the loss of green
infrastructure.

LT

P

A

L

-

4.Minimise Ashover
Parish’s contribution to
climate change

Neutral impact on climate change.

0

5.Protect, enhance and
manage sites, features
and areas of
archaeological, historical
and cultural heritage
importance.

The proposed site has the potential to
adversely affect the historic environment.

-

Justification and evidence

Suggested mitigation and
enhancement measures

This is a larger scale development

This site has not been identified as
having geodiversity value. The site is
not in proximity a RIG.
The site has no environmental
designations. The site is within 1000m
of Priority Habitat – Deciduous
The proposal will result in the loss of
existing green infrastructure. The scale
of the proposed developed has the
potential to increase flood risk due to
surface water runoff.
Located partially within and adjacent to
the current Limits to Development,
reducing the need to travel.
The site is adjacent to Lime Tree
House, a Grade II Listed Building and
falls within Ashover Conservation Area.
The scale of the proposed development
would significantly increase traffic within
the village which could impact on the
conservation area.
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SEA Objective

Nature of effect

6.Protect, enhance and
manage the character
and appearance of the
landscape and built
environment, maintaining
and strengthening
distinctiveness and its
special qualities.

The proposed site is
likely to have negative impacts on the
landscape character and built environment.

7.Protect and conserve
natural resources

The proposed site is likely to have neutral
effect on material assets.

8.Safeguard and improve
community health, safety
and wellbeing

The proposal is likely to have a neutral
effect on community health, safety and
wellbeing overall. There are potentially
positive effects in terms of meeting the
need of the Parish’s ageing population.
There are negligible negative effects with
regards green infrastructure.
The proposal will have a positive effect on
reducing barriers for those living in rural
areas through the provision of affordable
housing and potentially supporting the
viability of local facilities.
The proposal (in conjunction with other
policies) will have a strong positive effect in
good quality, affordable housing for all.

9.Reduce barriers for
those living in rural areas

10.Provide affordable,
environmentally sound
and good quality housing
for all

Assessment of effect
T
P G
L
Sig
LT
P A
L
--

LT

P A

L

0
0

LT

P L

L

++

LT

P D

L

++

October 2016

Justification and evidence
The proposed area is partially within
and adjacent to the current Limits to
Development.
The site is a prominent location at the
head of the village. The land behind
the site rises to Eastwood Grange and
beyond to Fabrik Rock. These are
distinctive features of the local
landscape. A development in this
location would considerably affect the
appearance and character of the
landscape and built environment
including significant views from and to
the village.
The site sits within the Special
Landscape Area and AMES (Priority)
The proposed area has partially been
previously developed The land is grade
(poor) agricultural land)
The proposal in incorporating a mix of
housing, including dwellings suitable for
older persons (Policy AP7) considers
the needs of the Parish’s ageing
population.
The proposal will result in the loss of
green space.
In accordance with Policy AP8, the
proposal will provide a proportion of
affordable housing.
This could potentially provide up to 50
of the total 58 dwellings required over
the term of the Plan. The site will
include a mix of housing including a
proportion of affordable housing.

Suggested mitigation and
enhancement measures

Polices AP19 seeks to protect
important local green spaces.

Policies AP7 and AP8 will ensure
that all likely positive effects are
delivered.
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Alternative Option 3 (AO3): Allocation of land at the corner of Moor Road and Narrowleys Land, Ashover (ASH/2001)
Key to table:
T (timescale) – over what timescale are effects likely to occur? (Short Term, ST (0-5yrs)); Medium Term, MT (5-10yrs); Long Term, LT (10+yrs))
P(Permanence) – Are effects likely to be permanent or temporary? (Permanent, P; Temporary, T)
G (Geographical area) – over what geographical area are the effects likely to occur? (Local area, A; District wide, D; Cross border, B)
L (Likelihood) – What is the likelihood or probability of effects occurring? (Likely, L; Unlikely, U)
SEA Objective
1.Reduce air, soil and
water pollution

2.Protect, enhance and
manage biodiversity and
geodiversity

Nature of effect
There is the potential for there to be a
short-term adverse impact on water quality
during development.
There is likely to be a negligible adverse
effect post development.
The proposal will have a neutral impact on
the geodiversity.

Assessment of effect
T
P
G L
ST
T
B
L

Justification and evidence
Sig
-

0

There is likely to be a negative effect on
biodiversity.

-

3. Ensure mitigation
measures to plan for the
potential impacts of
climate change.

The proposal is likely to have a negative
effect on mitigation measures for climate
change through the loss of green
infrastructure.

LT

P

A

L

-

4.Minimise Ashover
Parish’s contribution to
climate change

Neutral impact on climate change.

0

5.Protect, enhance and
manage sites, features
and areas of
archaeological, historical
and cultural heritage
importance.

The proposed site has the potential to
adversely affect the historic environment.

0

Suggested mitigation and
enhancement measures

This is a larger scale development

This site has not been identified as
having geodiversity value. The site is
not in proximity a RIG.
The site has no environmental
designations. However, there are
protected trees covered by a Tree
Preservation Order.
The proposal will result in the loss of
existing green infrastructure. The
scale of the proposed developed has
the potential to increase flood risk
due to surface water runoff.
Located outside of the current Limits
to Development, but in close
proximity to facilities and services,
reducing the need to travel.
The site has no historic designations
and sits outside of the Ashover
Conservation Area. However, the
scale of the proposed development
would significantly increase traffic
within the village which could impact
on the conservation area.
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SEA Objective

Nature of effect

6.Protect, enhance and
manage the character
and appearance of the
landscape and built
environment, maintaining
and strengthening
distinctiveness and its
special qualities.

The proposed site is
likely to have negative impacts on the
landscape character and built environment.

7.Protect and conserve
natural resources

The proposed site is likely to have neutral
effect on material assets.

8.Safeguard and improve
community health, safety
and wellbeing

The proposal is likely to have a neutral
effect on community health, safety and
wellbeing overall. There are potentially
positive effects in terms of meeting the
need of the Parish’s ageing population.
There are negligible negative effects with
regards green infrastructure.
The proposal will have a positive effect on
reducing barriers for those living in rural
areas through the provision of affordable
housing and potentially supporting the
viability of local facilities.
The proposal (in conjunction with other
policies) will have a strong positive effect in
good quality, affordable housing for all.

9.Reduce barriers for
those living in rural areas

10.Provide affordable,
environmentally sound
and good quality housing
for all

Assessment of effect
T
P
G L
LT
P
A
L

Sig
-

LT

0

P

A

L

October 2016

Justification and evidence

0

LT

P

L

L

++

LT

P

D

L

++

Suggested mitigation and
enhancement measures

The proposed site covers a significant
area within the village which will have
impacts on the landscape and built
character, including significant views.
The site sits within the Special
Landscape Area and AMES (Priority)

The proposed area is a green field
site and grade 4 (poor) agricultural
land.
The proposal in incorporating a mix of
housing, including dwellings suitable
for older persons (Policy AP7)
considers the needs of the Parish’s
ageing population.
The proposal will result in the loss of
green space.
In accordance with Policy AP8, the
proposal will provide a proportion of
affordable housing.
This could potentially provide up to 26
of the total 58 dwellings required over
the term of the Plan. The site will
include a mix of housing including a
proportion of affordable housing.

Policies AP7 and AP8 will ensure
that all likely positive effects are
delivered.
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Alternative Option 4 (AO4): Allocation of land at the corner of Butts Road and Narrowleys Lane, Ashover (ASH/2301)
Key to table:
T (timescale) – over what timescale are effects likely to occur? (Short Term, ST (0-5yrs)); Medium Term, MT (5-10yrs); Long Term, LT (10+yrs))
P(Permanence) – Are effects likely to be permanent or temporary? (Permanent, P; Temporary, T)
G (Geographical area) – over what geographical area are the effects likely to occur? (Local area, A; District wide, D; Cross border, B)
L (Likelihood) – What is the likelihood or probability of effects occurring? (Likely, L; Unlikely, U)
SEA Objective
1.Reduce air, soil and
water pollution

2.Protect, enhance and
manage biodiversity
and geodiversity

Nature of effect
There is the potential for there to be a shortterm adverse impact on water quality during
development.
There is likely to be a negligible adverse
effect post development.
The proposal will have a neutral impact on
the geodiversity.

Assessment of effect
T
P
G L
ST
T
B
L

Justification and evidence
Sig
-

0

There is likely to be a neutral effect on
biodiversity.

0

3. Ensure mitigation
measures to plan for
the potential impacts of
climate change.

The proposal is likely to have a negative
effect on mitigation measures for climate
change through the loss of green
infrastructure.

LT

P

A

L

-

4.Minimise Ashover
Parish’s contribution to
climate change

Neutral impact on climate change.

0

5.Protect, enhance and
manage sites, features
and areas of
archaeological,
historical and cultural
heritage importance.

The proposed site has the potential to
adversely affect the historic environment.

0

Suggested mitigation and
enhancement measures

This is a larger scale development

This site has not been identified as
having geodiversity value. The site is
within 500m of Butts Quarry RIG.
The site has no environmental
designations. However, the site is
within 500m of a Priority Habitat –
Deciduous Trees.
The proposal will result in the loss of
existing green infrastructure. The
scale of the proposed developed has
the potential to increase flood risk
due to surface water runoff.
Located adjacent to the current Limits
to Development, but within walking
distance to facilities and services,
reducing the need to travel.
The site has no historic designations
and sits outside of the Ashover
Conservation Area. However, the
scale of the proposed development
would significantly increase traffic
within the village which could impact
on the conservation area.
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SEA Objective

Nature of effect

6.Protect, enhance and
manage the character
and appearance of the
landscape and built
environment,
maintaining and
strengthening
distinctiveness and its
special qualities.

The proposed site is
likely to have negative impacts on the
landscape character and built environment.

7.Protect and conserve
natural resources

The proposed site is likely to have neutral
effect on material assets.

8.Safeguard and
improve community
health, safety and
wellbeing

The proposal is likely to have a neutral effect
on community health, safety and wellbeing
overall. There are potentially positive effects
in terms of meeting the need of the Parish’s
ageing population. There are negligible
negative effects with regards green
infrastructure.
The proposal will have a positive effect on
reducing barriers for those living in rural
areas through the provision of affordable
housing and potentially supporting the
viability of local facilities.
The proposal (in conjunction with other
policies) will have a strong positive effect in
good quality, affordable housing for all.

9.Reduce barriers for
those living in rural
areas
10.Provide affordable,
environmentally sound
and good quality
housing for all

Assessment of effect
T
P
G L
LT
P
A
L

Sig
-

LT

0

P

A

L

October 2016

Justification and evidence

0

LT

P

L

L

++

LT

P

D

L

++

Suggested mitigation and
enhancement measures

The proposed site covers a significant
area within the village which will have
impacts on the landscape and built
character, including significant views.
The site sits within the Special
Landscape Area and AMES (Priority)

The proposed area is a green field
site and grade 4 (poor) agricultural
land.
The proposal in incorporating a mix of
housing, including dwellings suitable
for older persons (Policy AP7)
considers the needs of the Parish’s
ageing population.
The proposal will result in the loss of
green space.
In accordance with Policy AP8, the
proposal will provide a proportion of
affordable housing.
This could potentially provide up to 16
of the total 58 dwellings required over
the term of the Plan. The site will
include a mix of housing including a
proportion of affordable housing.

Policies AP7 and AP8 will ensure
that all likely positive effects are
delivered.
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Alternative Option 5 (AO5): Allocation of land Marsh Green Lane, Ashover (Northern) (ASH/2302)
Key to table:
T (timescale) – over what timescale are effects likely to occur? (Short Term, ST (0-5yrs)); Medium Term, MT (5-10yrs); Long Term, LT (10+yrs))
P(Permanence) – Are effects likely to be permanent or temporary? (Permanent, P; Temporary, T)
G (Geographical area) – over what geographical area are the effects likely to occur? (Local area, A; District wide, D; Cross border, B)
L (Likelihood) – What is the likelihood or probability of effects occurring? (Likely, L; Unlikely, U)
SEA Objective

Nature of effect

1.Reduce air, soil and
water pollution

There is the potential for there to be a
short-term adverse impact on water quality
during development.
There is likely to be a negligible adverse
effect post development.
The proposal will have a neutral impact on
the geodiversity.
There is likely to be a neutral effect on
biodiversity.
The proposal is likely to have a negative
effect on mitigation measures for climate
change through the loss of green
infrastructure.

2.Protect, enhance and
manage biodiversity
and geodiversity
3. Ensure mitigation
measures to plan for
the potential impacts of
climate change.

Assessment of effect
T
P
G L
Sig
ST
T
B
L
-

0
0
LT

P

A

L

-

4.Minimise Ashover
Parish’s contribution to
climate change

Neutral impact on climate change.

0

5.Protect, enhance and
manage sites, features
and areas of
archaeological,
historical and cultural
heritage importance.

The proposed site has the potential to
adversely affect the historic environment.

0

Justification and evidence

Suggested mitigation and
enhancement measures

The t fact that there is already a storm
water run-off in place reduces the risk of
water pollution post development.
This site has not been identified as
having geodiversity value.
The site has no environmental
designations.
The proposal will result in the loss of
existing green infrastructure. The scale
of the proposed developed has the
potential to increase flood risk due to
surface water runoff.
Located adjacent to the current Limits to
Development.
The site has no historic designations and
sits outside of the Ashover Conservation
Area.
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SEA Objective

Nature of effect

6.Protect, enhance and
manage the character
and appearance of the
landscape and built
environment,
maintaining and
strengthening
distinctiveness and its
special qualities.

The proposed site is
likely to have negative impacts on the
landscape character and built environment.

7.Protect and conserve
natural resources

The proposed site is likely to have neutral
effect on material assets.

8.Safeguard and
improve community
health, safety and
wellbeing

The proposal is likely to have a neutral
effect on community health, safety and
wellbeing overall. There are potentially
positive effects in terms of meeting the
need of the Parish’s ageing population.
There are negligible negative effects with
regards green infrastructure.
The proposal will have a positive effect on
reducing barriers for those living in rural
areas through the provision of affordable
housing and potentially supporting the
viability of local facilities.
The proposal (in conjunction with other
policies) will have a strong positive effect in
good quality, affordable housing for all.

9.Reduce barriers for
those living in rural
areas
10.Provide affordable,
environmentally sound
and good quality
housing for all

October 2016

Assessment of effect
T
P
G L
Sig
LT
P
A
L
-

Justification and evidence

LT

0

The proposed area is partially developed
and grade 4 (poor) agricultural land.

0

The proposal in incorporating a mix of
housing, including dwellings suitable for
older persons (Policy AP7) considers the
needs of the Parish’s ageing population.
The proposal will result in the loss of
green space.

P

A

L

Suggested mitigation and
enhancement measures

The proposed site has the potential for
adverse impacts on the landscape and
built character, including significant
views.
The site sits within the Special
Landscape Area and AMES (Priority)

LT

P

L

L

++

In accordance with Policy AP8, the
proposal will provide a proportion of
affordable housing.

LT

P

D

L

++

This could potentially provide up to 14 of
the total 58 dwellings required over the
term of the Plan. The site will include a
mix of housing including a proportion of
affordable housing.
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Alternative Option 6 (AO6): Allocation of land Marsh Green Lane, Ashover (Southern) (ASH/2303)
Key to table:
T (timescale) – over what timescale are effects likely to occur? (Short Term, ST (0-5yrs)); Medium Term, MT (5-10yrs); Long Term, LT (10+yrs))
P(Permanence) – Are effects likely to be permanent or temporary? (Permanent, P; Temporary, T)
G (Geographical area) – over what geographical area are the effects likely to occur? (Local area, A; District wide, D; Cross border, B)
L (Likelihood) – What is the likelihood or probability of effects occurring? (Likely, L; Unlikely, U)
SEA Objective

Nature of effect

1.Reduce air, soil and water
pollution

There is the potential for there to be a
short-term adverse impact on water
quality during development.
There is likely to be a negligible
adverse effect post development.
The proposal will have a neutral impact
on the geodiversity.
There is likely to be a neutral effect on
biodiversity.
The proposal is likely to have a
negative effect on mitigation measures
for climate change through the loss of
green infrastructure.

2.Protect, enhance and
manage biodiversity and
geodiversity
3. Ensure mitigation
measures to plan for the
potential impacts of climate
change.

Assessment of effect
T
P
G L
Sig
ST
T
B
L
-

0
0
LT

P

A

L

-

4.Minimise Ashover
Parish’s contribution to
climate change

Neutral impact on climate change.

0

5.Protect, enhance and
manage sites, features and
areas of archaeological,
historical and cultural
heritage importance.

The proposed site has the potential to
adversely affect the historic
environment.

0

Justification and evidence

Suggested mitigation and
enhancement measures

The fact that there is already a storm
water run-off in place reduces the risk of
water pollution post development.
This site has not been identified as
having geodiversity value.
The site has no environmental
designations.
The proposal will result in the loss of
existing green infrastructure. The scale
of the proposed developed has the
potential to increase flood risk due to
surface water runoff.
Located adjacent to the current Limits to
Development.
The site has no historic designations and
sits outside of the Ashover Conservation
Area.

84

Strategic Environmental Assessment Report Ashover Parish Neighbourhood Plan

SEA Objective

Nature of effect

6.Protect, enhance and
manage the character and
appearance of the
landscape and built
environment, maintaining
and strengthening
distinctiveness and its
special qualities.

The proposed site is
likely to have negative impacts on the
landscape character and built
environment.

7.Protect and conserve
natural resources

The proposed site is likely to have
neutral effect on material assets.

8.Safeguard and improve
community health, safety
and wellbeing

The proposal is likely to have a neutral
effect on community health, safety and
wellbeing overall. There are potentially
positive effects in terms of meeting the
need of the Parish’s ageing population.
There are negligible negative effects
with regards green infrastructure.
The proposal will have a positive effect
on reducing barriers for those living in
rural areas through the provision of
affordable housing and potentially
supporting the viability of local facilities.
The proposal (in conjunction with other
policies) will have a strong positive
effect in good quality, affordable
housing for all.

9.Reduce barriers for those
living in rural areas

10.Provide affordable,
environmentally sound and
good quality housing for all

October 2016

Assessment of effect
T
P
G L
Sig
LT
P
A
L
-

Justification and evidence

LT

0

The proposed area is partially developed
and grade 4 (poor) agricultural land.

0

The proposal in incorporating a mix of
housing, including dwellings suitable for
older persons (Policy AP7) considers the
needs of the Parish’s ageing population.
The proposal will result in the loss of
green space.

P

A

L

Suggested mitigation and
enhancement measures

The proposed site has the potential for
adverse impacts on the landscape and
built character, including significant
views.
The site sits within the Special
Landscape Area and AMES (Priority)

LT

P

L

L

++

In accordance with Policy AP8, the
proposal will provide a proportion of
affordable housing.

LT

P

D

L

++

This could potentially provide up to 14 of
the total 58 dwellings required over the
term of the Plan. The site will include a
mix of housing including a proportion of
affordable housing.
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Alternative Option 7 (AO7): Allocation of land St Emery’s Hillside, Ashover
Key to table:
T (timescale) – over what timescale are effects likely to occur? (Short Term, ST (0-5yrs)); Medium Term, MT (5-10yrs); Long Term, LT (10+yrs))
P(Permanence) – Are effects likely to be permanent or temporary? (Permanent, P; Temporary, T)
G (Geographical area) – over what geographical area are the effects likely to occur? (Local area, A; District wide, D; Cross border, B)
L (Likelihood) – What is the likelihood or probability of effects occurring? (Likely, L; Unlikely, U)
SEA Objective

Nature of effect

1.Reduce air, soil and
water pollution

There is the potential for there to be a
short-term adverse impact on water
quality during development.
There is likely to be a negligible adverse
effect post development.
The proposal will have a neutral impact
on the geodiversity.

2.Protect, enhance and
manage biodiversity and
geodiversity

Assessment of effect
T
P
G L
Sig
ST
T
B
L
-

0

There is the potential for adverse effects
on biodiversity.

LT

P

A

L

-

3. Ensure mitigation
measures to plan for the
potential impacts of
climate change.

The proposal is likely to have a negative
effect on mitigation measures for climate
change through the loss of green
infrastructure.

LT

P

A

L

-

4.Minimise Ashover
Parish’s contribution to
climate change

Neutral impact on climate change.

-

5.Protect, enhance and
manage sites, features
and areas of
archaeological, historical
and cultural heritage
importance.

The proposed site is unlikely to adversely
affect the historic environment.

0

Justification and evidence

Suggested mitigation and
enhancement measures

This is a larger scale development

This site has not been identified as
having geodiversity value. The site is not
in proximity a RIG.
The site has no environmental
designations. The site is flanked south,
east and west by Priority Habitat –
Deciduous Woodland. Part of the site has
been identified in the National Forest
Inventory as Woodland (broadleaved).
The proposal will result in the loss of
existing green infrastructure. The scale
of the proposed developed has the
potential to increase flood risk due to
surface water runoff.
Located outside the current Limits to
Development, increasing the need to
travel.

Potential for this site to re-link a
fragmented green corridor of
Priority Habitat.

The site does not include any designated
heritage assets or known archaeological
remains.
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SEA Objective

Nature of effect

6.Protect, enhance and
manage the character
and appearance of the
landscape and built
environment, maintaining
and strengthening
distinctiveness and its
special qualities.

The proposed site is
likely to have negative impacts on the
landscape character and built
environment.

7.Protect and conserve
natural resources

The proposed site is likely to have neutral
effect on material assets.

8.Safeguard and improve
community health, safety
and wellbeing

The proposal is likely to have a neutral
effect on community health, safety and
wellbeing overall. There are potentially
positive effects in terms of meeting the
need of the Parish’s ageing population.
There are negligible negative effects with
regards green infrastructure.
The proposal will have a positive effect
on reducing barriers for those living in
rural areas through the provision of
affordable housing and potentially
supporting the viability of local facilities.
The proposal (in conjunction with other
policies) will have a strong positive effect
in good quality, affordable housing for all.

9.Reduce barriers for
those living in rural areas

10.Provide affordable,
environmentally sound
and good quality housing
for all

Assessment of effect
T
P
G L
Sig
LT
P
A
L
--

LT

P

A

L

0

October 2016

Justification and evidence

Suggested mitigation and
enhancement measures

The proposed area is a considerable
distance outside the current Limits to
Development.
The site is a prominent location at the
head of the village. The land behind the
site rises to Eastwood Grange and
beyond to Fabrik Rock. These are
distinctive features of the local landscape.
A development in this location would
considerably affect the appearance and
character of the landscape.
The site sits within the Special
Landscape Area and AMES (Priority).
The proposed area is a green field site
and grade 4 (poor) agricultural land.

0

The proposal in incorporating a mix of
housing, including dwellings suitable for
older persons (Policy AP7) considers the
needs of the Parish’s ageing population.
The proposal will result in the loss of
green space.

LT

P

L

L

++

In accordance with Policy AP8, the
proposal will provide a proportion of
affordable housing.

LT

P

D

L

+

This could potentially provide up to 10 of
the total 58 dwellings required over the
term of the Plan. The site will include a
mix of housing including a proportion of
affordable housing.

Polices AP19 seeks to protect
important local green spaces.

Policies AP7 and AP8 will ensure
that all likely positive effects are
delivered.
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Key
Significance of effect

Symbol

Likely strong positive effect

++

Likely positive effect

+

Neutral/no effect

0

Likely adverse effect

-

Likely strong adverse effect

--

Uncertain effects

+/-
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Appendix D: SEA assessment of sites – summary table
SEA Objective
1. Reduce air, soil and water pollution

Sites
PO1
-

PO2
0

AO1
-

AO2
-

AO3
-

AO4
-

AO5
-

AO6
-

2. Protect, enhance and manage:

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Geodiversity and;
Biodiversity
3. Ensure mitigation measures to plan for the potential impacts of
climate change.

0
0

0
0

-

0
-

-

0
-

0
-

0
-

-

4. Minimise Ashover Parish’s contribution to climate change

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

-

5. Protect, enhance and manage sites, features and areas of
archaeological, historical and cultural heritage importance.

-

0

0

-

0

0

0

0

0

6. Protect, enhance and manage the character and appearance of
the landscape and built environment, maintaining and
strengthening distinctiveness and its special qualities.

+

0

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

7. Protect and conserve natural resources

++

+

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

8. Safeguard and improve community health, safety and wellbeing

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

9. Reduce barriers for those living in rural areas

+

+

+

++

++

++

++

++

++

10. Provide affordable, environmentally sound and good quality
housing for all

++

++

++

++

++

++

++

++

+

AO7
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Appendix E: SEA assessment of Ashover Parish Neighbourhood Plan policies and their effects – summary table
SEA
Objectives

AP
1
+/-

AP
2
+/-

AP
3
+

AP
4
+/-

AP
6
+/-

AP
7
0

AP
8
0

AP
9
0

AP
10
+/-

AP
11
0

AP
12
0

AP
13
0

AP
14
0

AP
15
0

AP
16
0

AP
17
0

AP
18
0

AP
19
0

AP
20
+

AP
21
0

AP
22
+/-

AP
23
0

AP
24
++

AP
25
0

AP
26
++

AP
27
++

AP
28
++

SEA
Objective 2

+/-

0

+

+/-

0

0

0

0

+/-

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

+

0

++

++

+/-

+

0

0

0

0

0

SEA
Objective 3

+/-

0

+

+/-

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

+

+

0

++

0

0

0

0

0

0

SEA
Objective 4

+/-

0

+

+/-

0

0

0

+

+

+

+

+

0

0

0

0

0

0

+

++

+/-

0

+

+

+

+

++

SEA
Objective 5

+/-

0

0

+/-

0

0

0

0

+/-

0

0

0

+

++

++

+

++

++

0

++

+/-

0

+

0

+

0

0

SEA
Objective 6

+/-

0

+

+/-

+/-

0

0

0

+/-

0

0

0

++

++

++

++

++

++

+

++

+/-

0

+

0

+

0

0

SEA
Objective 7

+/-

+

+

+/-

+

0

0

0

+/-

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

+/-

0

0

0

0

0

0

SEA
Objective 8

+/-

+/-

+

0

0

++

++

0

0

0

++

++

0

0

0

0

+

+

+

+

+/-

+

++

+

++

++

++

SEA
Objective 9
SEA
Objective
10

+/-

+

0

+

++

+

++

+

+

++

++

++

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

+/-

0

0

+

0

+

+

+

+

0

++

++

++

+

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

+/-

0

0

0

0

0

0

SEA
Objective 1
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